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The Oregon Department of Education has been working closely with the Higher Education Coordinating Commission and our federal partners at the US Department of Education to ensure timely information is provided to local Perkins applicants and to advocate for flexibility as schools and colleges continue to provide education services this school year.  Spending plans, goals, and activities have all been disrupted due to the pandemic. Special allowances are being made this year that attempt to maintain the integrity of the Perkins funding while at the same time allowing for as much flexibility as possible.  In this document, please find information as follows:


Due Dates
2020-2021 Basic and Reserve Grant
   Application and Budget Narrative
CTE Program of Study Update
Perkins Budget
Perkins Inventory
Registration and Travel Costs
Donation or Loan of Perkins Supplies,   
   Materials and Equipment for Medical Use
Oregon Open Learning Resources
Distance Learning for All Resources
Conclusion



[bookmark: 2s8eyo1][bookmark: gjdgxs]Due Dates

	2019-2020 Perkins Dates     


	August 15, 2020           
	Recommended date for resolution of all cancellation and travel refunds

	September 15, 2020    
	Final Budget Narrative revisions approved in Smartsheets

	September 30, 2020    
	All funds encumbered

	November 15, 2020     
	Final claims made & Perkins Annual Report due

	
	

	2020-2021 Perkins Dates:

	April 24, 2020
	Preliminary grant allocation amounts emailed and posted

	July 1, 2020
	New grant funds available - 20% of preliminary award amount

	September 20, 2020
	Perkins Basic and Reserve Grant applications submitted via SMApply

	September 30, 2020
	Perkins Basic and Reserve Grants approved

	October 1, 2020
	Grant award notifications available in EGMS for full allocation

	
	New Program of Study applications 


NOTE:  There are no anticipated changes to data submission dates.


[bookmark: 17dp8vu]CTE Program of Study Update

Contact:  
Ron Dodge - ron.dodge@ode.state.or.us

Guidance:
All CTE Programs of Study will fall into a renewal cycle by cluster area.  

	2020-2021
	2021-2022
	2022-2023
	2023-2024

	· Manufacturing
· Information & Communications Technology
· Architecture & Construction
· Business, Management & Administration
· Agriculture & Food Systems

	· Health & Biomedical
· Automotive & Heavy Equipment
· Engineering Technology
· Education
· Natural Resource Systems
	· Hospitality, Tourism & Culinary
· Arts, A/V & Communications
· Marketing
· Law, Public Safety & Security 
	· Human Services
· Government & Public Administration
· Finance



Other than the clusters mentioned above for the 2020-2021 school year, no other renewals will be due next spring.  Programs with earlier expiration dates will have those dates extended to allow all Programs in each cluster to follow the same schedule.  

The Renewal and Statewide Framework process will be developed during the 2020-2021 school year.  Only new materials will be accepted as we move forward; old application and renewal materials are obsolete and will not be accepted as they no longer meet the requirements in Perkins V.

New Program of Study applications will continue to be accepted.  Once approved, they will be given an end date that aligns with the cluster approval cycle.  

All secondary CTE Programs of Study will complete the CTE Update every fall and the Student and Course Collection every spring.







CTE Program of Study Update – Cont.

Question:
I have a newer Program of Study in Construction Trades that is set to expire in 2022.  Will that program go through the renewal process early?

Yes.  In order to get all Programs onto this approval cycle, some Programs may need to go through a renewal process earlier than originally stated. 

Question:
My Marketing program has a renewal date during the 2020-2021 school year.  On the schedule it looks like Marketing does not go through the renewal process until the 2022-2023 school year.  So, it gets to operate as a Program of Study until that new renewal date?

Yes. Program expiration dates will be extended to match the renewal schedule above.

Question:
I want to get started on the program renewal process in the fall when staff return.  Are the updated materials available now, or should I use the old ones?

The old materials are obsolete and should not be used.  If you are ready to start prior to the process being developed, begin by conducting a review of the Program using the Program Quality Rubric. This rubric will be part of the new process.

Question:
Who is developing the new process?  How can stakeholders such as teachers, parents, and business leaders get involved?

An internal team is developing the process for designing and gaining approval for CTE Programs of Study that aligns the requirements of Perkins V with Oregon's vision of career and technical career pathways.  This team has been gathering considerable guidance and input for the plan from CTE Regional Coordinators, as well as from CTE teachers and instructors, and from business and industry partners.  This shared design process began months ago as ODE held input sessions to gather concerns, suggestions, hopes, and innovations, first, for the Perkins State Plan, then for the actual POS design, approval, and renewal processes.  As this design process moves forward, ODE will continue to invite input from teachers, parents, students, and business partners.  The opportunity to provide input will be made available through online discussions, as well as through email responses.
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[bookmark: AppBNSW][bookmark: 30j0zll]2020-2021 Basic and Reserve Grant Application and Budget Narrative

Contact:
Application Process - Denise Brock, Education Specialist - denise.brock@ode.state.or.us
Fiscal/Budget - Reynold Gardner - reynold.gardner@ode.state.or.us

Guidance:
An extension has been granted by the US Department of Education to allow local applications for the 2020-2021 Perkins Grants to be fully approved by September 30, 2020, as opposed to the earlier June approval date.  As a result, local applicants have more time to complete stakeholder engagement activities, goal setting, and completion of their application.  

Applicants will also be provided the flexibility to submit a one-year plan or the full four-year plan.  Application will be made through the SMApply website.  Applications must be submitted prior to the close of business September 20, 2020.  Applications will be reviewed by agency staff at that time in order to grant full approval by the deadline.  The components of the application are unchanged and include:

•	Results of the Comprehensive Local Needs Assessment (if not already submitted)
•	Goals and activities based on the needs assessment for the 2020-2021 school year
•	Budget by function and object codes for the 2020-2021 school year

Staff are finalizing the SMApply, and applicants will be notified when it is ready to accept applications.  


Question:
If we are ready to submit the full application for 2020-2021 with all the accompanying documentation, can we still honor the original June 30, 2020, due date?

YES. SM-Apply will be available in May 2020 for uploading applications.  Applicants can submit at any time but the submission process must be complete by September 20, 2020.   

Question:
What budget or other information needs to be submitted to get the 20% released by July 1?  

This year, no additional information is needed from applicants to trigger the release of the initial award.  Full budget information will be reviewed for approval by September 30.  If applicants have questions about allowability, they should contact the ODE specialist.

Question:
We are still set up to do a peer review in our region.  Can we use the peer review to approve our application?

It is a local decision to continue the peer review, but it will not be part of the approval process this year.  The peer review process will be part of future Perkins plan and application reviews.

[bookmark: 26in1rg]Perkins Budget

Contact:
Fiscal/Budget - Reynold Gardner - reynold.gardner@ode.state.or.us

Guidance:
In general, all uniform grant guidance and Perkins fiscal guidance stand.  Modifications to most of these items literally take an act of Congress.  Our partners at the US Department of Education are continuing to work with Congress to gain additional flexibility.

The parameters around supplanting, one-to-one benefit, reasonable, necessary, and allowable expenditures are still in place.  However, understanding the tremendous changes taking place, grant recipients may:  
· Shift resources between function and object codes
· Waive the 10% professional development requirement
· Extend the professional development through the Summer 2020
· Pay additional stipends to teachers for professional development identified beyond contract time
· Pay salary and benefits from Perkins during closure as long as it is consistent with process used for the non-federal funded employees

Question:
My approved budget is a mess. I need to make some of those changes mentioned above.  What do I need to do?

Follow the same process as in the past:  please send an email to reynold.gardner@ode.state.or.us briefly describing the  requested change(s). Once approved, updates need to be made in the Smartsheet Budget Narrative.

Question:
We were able to get some teachers to a professional development activity prior to the closure, but they were not the specific people and programs identified in the approved budget narrative.  Do I need to complete a budget revision?

No.
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Question:
May PD funds be used for an online training for teachers during this time?

Yes.  Perkins funds may be used to upskill teachers’ proficiency in providing online instruction, content knowledge, and other professional development needs.

Question:
Can Perkins be used to pay for tuition cost? 
 
No.  Perkins still cannot be used to pay tuition.

[bookmark: lnxbz9]Registration and Travel Costs

Contact:
Fiscal/Budget - Reynold Gardner - reynold.gardner@ode.state.or.us

Guidance:
Due to travel restrictions, social distancing, and school closures, many if not all professional development activities, meetings, and conferences have been cancelled or postponed.  Oregon Perkins places a high value on participation in professional development so many will need to make adjustments in this area.  

In the event of a cancellation of an activity that was approved in the Perkins budget and that involved a registration fee or travel costs, recipients must make a good faith effort to obtain a refund of costs already paid.  If a refund is not available, then those costs can be charged to the 2019-2020 Perkins grant.  Documentation of efforts to maintain a refund must be maintained.

Looking ahead, it is uncertain if schools and colleges will be able to meet the minimum expenditure in professional development due to possible travel and social distancing restrictions – not to mention local concerns about travel.  ODE will continue to work with partners to provide flexibility related to the impact of the COVID pandemic.
	
Question:
I cancelled my flight and have a voucher to travel.  Can the original flight be charged to the Perkins grant as planned?  

It depends… 
If the voucher is used prior to September 30, 2020, on an approvable activity, then yes.  If the voucher cannot be used for a Perkins allowable activity prior to September 30, 2020, then it cannot be.  
The same holds true for other “credits or discounts.”

Question:
My conference was cancelled due to COVID.  They will refund part of the registration fee, and they will give me a discount for attending next year.  How do we account for that?

The expenses paid during 2019-2020 that were not refundable should be charged to the 2019-2020 grant.  Make sure to maintain documentation of the request for refund.

The registration rate (discounted or not) should be budgeted and paid during the 2020-2021 grant year (the year the conference actually takes place).



[bookmark: Inventory]Perkins Inventory

Contact:
Fiscal/Budget - Reynold Gardner - reynold.gardner@ode.state.or.us

Guidance:
Items on the Perkins inventory are intended for use within the approved CTE Program of Study.  For the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year, the authorized Perkins agents may check out Perkins inventory to individual students.  

The intent and purpose of the temporary assignment of Perkins inventory items must be explicit to CTE Content Standards and the students' individual learning plans respective to CTE coursework and should not supplant district responsibility.  Locally established policies and procedures must be followed to ensure the check out, check in, and inventory management process is consistent with school practice.  Additionally, asset management and loss prevention practices must be enforced.
	
Perkins inventory items remain the property of the Perkins recipient regardless of physical possession.  The inventory item must be returned when no longer needed for learning targets or when requested by the fiscal agent.
[bookmark: PPESupplies]Donation or Loan of Perkins Supplies, Materials and Equipment for Medical Use
Contact:
Fiscal/Budget - Reynold Gardner - reynold.gardner@ode.state.or.us

The US Department of education is allowing local recipients to donate or loan Perkins purchased personal protective equipment or PPE (e.g., gloves, masks, face shields, gowns), other medical supplies or equipment, or equipment that may be used to produce medical supplies (e.g., three-dimensional printers) to health providers to respond to the COVID-19 crisis. For more information go here. 

Guidance:
In donating or loaning PPE, other medical supplies or equipment, or equipment that may be used to produce medical supplies purchased with Perkins or other federal local recipients must maintain appropriate documentation of the disposition of all donated or loaned items, and make the records available during monitoring, audits, or other reviews. These records should include the following: 
1. A description of the types and quantities of the equipment or supplies that were donated or loaned. 
2. The source (the Federal program(s) funds involved) and the amount of Federal funding used to purchase the equipment or supplies.
3. The entity or entities to which the equipment or supplies were donated or loaned.
4. The date of the donation or loan, and, if loaned, the date the loaned item(s) were returned to the grantee or subgrantee.


Question:
When our hospitals were in crisis, we responded to the call and donated all our masks and face shields from our health sciences Program of Study.  We were unsure at the time how we would cover the cost.  Are you saying we not only are OK to have charged these things to Perkins and donated them – but also, we can use Perkins funds to replace them?

Yes.  The because the President declared a national emergency and the unprecedented demand for medical equipment, this is allowed in response to the COVID-19 crisis.  Follow the documentation guidelines above.  Please be aware this is a special circumstance and would not normally be allowed. 

Question:
Who might want to see this documentation?

If monitored, ODE will want to review the documentation, your auditors will also want to have the documentation.  In the federal memorandum, Oregon may also be requested to provide documentation of any donations made.

Question:
How long do we keep these records?

Documents related to donations of PPE supplies and materials must be retained for a minimum of three years, or longer if needed for audit resolution.
[bookmark: distance]Distance Learning for All Resources
Distance Learning for All is being implemented across Oregon.  Section 5 (here) of the guidance provides support for students in grades 9-11.  Section 5E (here) provides specific guidance for CTE.
[bookmark: oolr]Oregon Open Learning Resources
This is the place to find and share open educational resources (OER) that are curated and created for and by Oregon educators. The resources can be found here.


[bookmark: 1ksv4uv][bookmark: 1t3h5sf]Conclusion
We are still navigating the impacts of the pandemic, and we appreciate your diligence in providing the best CTE opportunities for staff, students, and communities in Oregon.  As further guidance is available, we will continue to provide updates.

For more information contact Barbara O’Neill – barbara.oneill@ode.state.or.us.

For the most up-to-date information concerning COVID-19 responses, please see our FAQs page.  Additionally, the ODE COVID-19 webpage contains the most recent information available on how the 2019 Novel Coronavirus is impacting schools in Oregon. If you have an urgent health need, please contact your local health department or health care provider.
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