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Executive Summary

The Public Charter School Equity Grant was created to serve student populations from racial or ethnic
groups that have historically experienced academic disparities or students with disabilities. The purpose
of this grant is to support students in these focal groups and bridge the gap between what districts
receive in funding for the charter students versus what the charter school receives in pass-through
dollars to serve the focal students.

The Public Charter School Equity Grant was established by HB 2166 in 2021 and is now codified at ORS
327.362. Eligible charter schools use grants to fund activities to increase academic achievement. To be
eligible for a grant, a Public Charter School must not be a virtual public charter school and have a
population of which at least 65% of the total student population is composed of students who have
historically experienced academic disparities and students with disabilities.

Each grant cycle the Department of Education publishes a list of public charter schools that meet the
eligibility requirements of ORS 327.362. For public charter schools that have been in operation for one or
more years, eligibility is determined based on the most recent finalized Spring membership report. In
January 2022, a rule change was initiated to allow eligible public charter schools in their first year of
operation during a grant cycle year to be eligible using the most recent finalized Fall Membership report
and the December Special Education Child Count report. This change provided new eligible charter
schools with critical funds in their 2ndyear of operation rather than waiting for another grant cycle to
determine eligibility.

In the first year of the grant (2022-2023), the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) awarded grants to
seven eligible charter schools that serve approximately 1,800 students across the state of Oregon. $2
million was allocated for the second year of the 2021-2023 biennium to allow for implementation during
the first year. For the 2023-2025 biennium, the legislature provided grant funding for both years of the
biennium for a total of $4.168 million which included a slight increase for current service level funding.

Eligible charter schools implemented a wide variety of strategies to support student growth. Some
strategies focused on best practices in social and emotional learning, providing lessons to resolve
conflict, and social justice work to increase their student’s ability to attend school and demonstrate
academic growth. Other strategies focused on research-based and culturally responsive curriculum to
support academic growth.

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors327.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors327.html
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_327.362


Background

During the 2021 regular legislative session, HB 2166, now ORS 327.362, became law. HB 2166 included
a wide variety of high-priority education initiatives for Oregon. Sections 15-18 of the bill established the
Public Charter School Equity Grant and authorized ODE to award grants from the Statewide Education
Initiatives Account to certain eligible public charter schools.

Purpose

The purpose of the grant is to increase academic achievement, including reducing academic disparities
for focal groups defined as students with disabilities1 (they must have an IEP), or students from racial or
ethnic groups experiencing academic disparities2. These include American Indian, Alaska Native students,
Black African American students, Hispanic and Latino students, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
students, and multiracial students. While districts may identify additional racial groups, those groups are
not included in the Charter School Equity Grant to keep eligibility measurement data consistent from
school to school. The purpose of this law is to support students in these focal groups and bridge the gap
between what districts receive in funding for the charter students versus what the charter school
receives in pass-through dollars to serve focal students.

Alignment with Student Investment Account (SIA)

This grant is designed to align closely with the Student Investment Account (SIA) Grant programs,
activities, progress markers, local optional metrics, and Longitudinal Performance Growth Targets
(LPGTs) to reduce the burden and redundancy to charter schools. Charter Schools may use one of the
following options for measuring progress:

● LPGTs or progress markers that have been identified in their SIA Grant Agreement/Amendment.
● Local optional metrics or targets identified within their contract with their sponsor.
● New LPGTs identified in collaboration with the Oregon Department of Education during the

grant agreement phase.

The statute specifically requires the last two options to use reliable sources of progress markers and
must include third-grade reading proficiency and regular attendance rates as defined in ORS 327.190.
Other metrics identified in collaboration may be used.

For the 2021-2023 biennium, schools were not required to identify LPGTs because of delays due to
COVID-19. For the 2023-2025 biennium, all eligible charter schools will establish LPGTs. This information
will be provided in the 2025 report.

Eligibility Requirements and Grant Funding

This is a formula grant and for charter schools to be eligible they must not be a virtual charter school and
must have at least 65% of the total population composed of students from racial or ethnic groups that
historically experienced academic disparities and students experiencing disability (students with IEPs).

1OAR 581-014-0001(7)
2 OAR 581-017-0765(6)

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors327.html
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_327.190
https://oregon.public.law/rules/oar_581-014-0001
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action%3BJSESSIONID_OARD%3DZVDwRzfpQpLNlf3md_wVuyj48U_6CwfrY0cpiK3EPoLpyvndWKDs!739320507?ruleVrsnRsn=298537


The grant was originally written to determine eligibility based on the most recently finalized Spring
Membership report which the State Board of Education added to OAR 581-017-0768(2)(a). After a
discussion with a charter school in their first year of operation, the Department realized the school
would not be eligible to apply for the grant for the next grant cycle which began in Spring 2023 due to
not having data in a Spring Membership report from the previous year. Department staff initiated a rule
change to adjust eligibility requirements for schools in their first year of operation to utilize Fall
Membership Data and Special Ed Child Count data in determining eligibility. This change was adopted in
rule by the State Board of Education and allowed a newly eligible charter school to access grant funds in
their 2ndyear of operation instead of waiting for 3-4 years into the next grant cycle to apply.

Charter School Equity Grants are funded through the Statewide Education Initiatives Account of the
Student Success Act. $2,000,000 was appropriated for the first biennium (2021-23). This grant was first
available in the fall of 2022 which is year two of the biennium. Grant awards are calculated based on the
charter school ADMw3and the difference between the State School Funding a district receives on behalf
of the charter school vs. what the charter school contractually receives. The Department received an
allocation of $4,168,000 for the 2023-2025 biennium which is a slight increase in funding from the first
year of the grant for current service level funding.

Grantees

In the first year of this grant, ODE awarded funds to seven (7) eligible charter schools based on their
focal group and special education eligibility as indicated in the table below.

2022-23 School Year

Charter School Student
Population

Grades
Served

Grant Award Combined Focal
Group & Special

Education Eligibility
Four Rivers Community
School - Ontario, OR

335 K-12 $ 285,623.96 83%

Kairos PDX -
Portland, OR

221 K-5 $ 95,664.70 79%

Kids Unlimited Academy -
Medford, OR

476 PreK-8 $ 721,720.11 82%

Nixyaawii Community
School - Pendleton, OR

81 9-12 $ 37,717.94 96%

Rockwood Preparatory
Academy - Portland, OR

293 K-5 $ 305,425.21 79%

Siletz Valley School
Siletz, OR

203 K-12 $ 345,267.56 68%

Woodburn Arthur
Academy - Woodburn, OR

164 K-5 $ 208,580.52 79%

3OAR 581-0765(4)(5)(7) The ADMw is taken from the previous year’s Fall Membership derived from the 1st period cumulative
average daily membership collection and the Spring Membership report derived from the 3rd period cumulative average daily
membership collection and the December Special Education Child Count Data Report.

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=298538
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action%3BJSESSIONID_OARD%3DZVDwRzfpQpLNlf3md_wVuyj48U_6CwfrY0cpiK3EPoLpyvndWKDs!739320507?ruleVrsnRsn=298537


Accomplishments

COVID-19 presented multiple challenges for communities, students, families, organizations, educators,
and staff. This was reflected in both student and staff absences throughout these schools and lower
academic achievement. Despite these challenges, schools used the Charter School Equity grant to
improve attendance and academic achievement for their students. The grant required all programs to
submit an annual programmatic report by August 30, 2023. Below are some of the strategies, activities,
and accomplishments from the reports.

● Served approximately 1,800 students during the 2022-2023 school year.
● Equitable access to extracurricular programming, academic support, and increased community

engagement. (Four Rivers Community School)
● Increased regular attenders by 8% and improved ELA achievement. (Four Rivers

Community School)
● Trained teachers to lead differentiated, culturally responsive math instruction. (Kairos PDX)
● Implemented a new culturally responsive curriculum and one-on-one coaching of staff has

been pivotal to the onboarding and training of lead teachers. (Kairos PDX)
● Instructional assistants and behavioral teams created systems that are equitable for every

student. (Kids Unlimited Academy)
● Extended school day for more instructional time and enriching programs. (Kids Unlimited

Academy)
● Instructional coaches focusing on literacy and math growth. Increased 4thgrade literacy scores

and 5thgrade increased Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) scores in math. (Kids
Unlimited Academy)

● Increased extended classroom project learning to recover lost credits. This results in a
direct correlation to on-time graduation and freshman on track. (Nixyaawii Community
School)

● Extended time for our behavioral specialist to cover breaks and summer programming
has shown an increase in students in the classroom. (Nixyaawii Community School)

● Small group instruction and tutoring for historically underserved students to provide essential
academic intervention support. (Rockwood Preparatory Academy)

● Partnered with Team Quest (martial arts program) for after-school care to increase student
attendance and behavior. Students improved attendance through this program by 18%.
Behavior incidents were reduced, and academic growth was seen due to regular class
attendance and better self-regulation in the classroom. (Rockwood Preparatory Academy)

● CTE course offerings have changed student engagement schoolwide. (Siletz Valley School)
● Increased attendance and better student-staff relationships because of CTE courses. (Siletz

Valley School)
● Increased community engagement through our Culinary Program – catering at local events and

offering training for students to seek job opportunities in the culinary field. (Siletz Valley
School)

● Better nutritional opportunities for disadvantaged students by providing healthier options to
our Native American population. (Siletz Valley School)

● Small groups teacher for ELA and math, specifically targeting focal groups to address
academic needs directly in the moment. (Woodburn Arthur Academy)

● Small groups allow us to differentiate curriculum and advance our supports for
students historically experiencing academic disparities. (Woodburn Arthur Academy)



Looking Forward to 2023-2025 Biennium

Grant Selection and Extension

During the 2021 session, the legislature provided $2 million to support the Charter School Equity grant
program in the second year of the biennium. In the 2023 legislative session, $4.168 million was
appropriated for the Charter School Equity grant in the 2023-2025 biennium. In spring 2023, ODE
published a list of eligible schools for the grant. All seven (7) schools from the first year were eligible and
one new school was added due to the rule change allowing the Fall Membership Report and December
Special Education Child Count to be used for schools in their first year of operation. The 2023-2025
grantees are:

● Four Rivers Community School, Ontario, OR
● HOLLA School, Portland, OR (new grantee)
● Kairos PDX, Portland, OR
● Kids Unlimited Academy, Medford, OR
● Nixyaawii Community School, Pendleton, OR
● Rockwood Preparatory Academy, Portland, OR
● Siletz Valley School, Siletz, OR
● Woodburn Arthur Academy, Woodburn, OR

Grant Program Funding Updates

If the formula allocation exceeds the total amount of available funds, the statute allows the Department
to apply a prorate to determine primary and secondary ADMw amounts. In year one (1) of the grant, the
eligible charter schools allocation was $2,201,301 which exceeded the available $2 million in funding. A
90% adjusted prorate was applied for charter schools. In the 23-25 biennium eligible charter schools
allocation was $5,248,151 which exceeded the available $4,168,000 in funding. This required a 79%
adjusted prorate to be applied to eligible charter schools further reducing their 23-25 allocations.

For most grantees, even though the overall funding slightly increased from Year 1, eligible charter
schools will be awarded a reduced award amount due to an additional school becoming eligible for
the 2023-2025 biennium. A reduced award amount may result in a reduction of the programs,
staffing, or projects they were projected to serve or a reduction of the number and depth of services
they planned to provide.

Summary

The Charter School Equity grant provided a vital boost to charter schools serving focal groups that have
historically been underserved. Funded charter schools saw growth in on-time graduation rates,
attendance, community engagement, student engagement, and some academic measures. This year,
ODE established a baseline of performance data to compare in the next biennium. All charter schools set
longitudinal progress growth targets (LPGTs) with their 2023-25 Integrated Application and Plan which is
included in their SIA grant. The LPGTs will be used in future years to measure progress with the addition
of equity grant dollars as these grants bridge the gap between what districts receive in funding for the
charter students versus what the charter school receives in pass-through dollars to serve focal students.


