Jan,

Money is the key to improving education in Oregon.  The current student funding system rewards mediocrity.  If funding for education were to follow the student, instead of forcing the students to attend schools solely on the residence where their parents happens to live, there would be inherent incentives for schools to compete for students and improve their educational offerings. 
In addition, consideration should be given to setting aside a small pool of funds to provide financial bonuses for outstanding teachers, and for outstanding teachers give “expert educator” recognition and opportunities for them to share with other teachers what they’ve learned that improves student attention, retention and achievement,.
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