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I. BACKGROUND

On August 17, 2015, the Oregon Department of Education (Department) received a letter of
complaint from the Parent (Parent) of a student (Student) residing in the Gresham-Barlow
School District (District). The Parent requested that the Department conduct a special education
investigation under OAR 581-015-2030. The Department confirmed receipt of this complaint on
August 17, 2015 and provided the District a copy ofthe complaint on August 17, 2015.

The parties agreed to local mediation on or about August 28, 2015. Based on this agreement to
mediate, the timeline for this complaint was extended for twenty-eight (28) days. On September
14, 2015, the Department received notice that the local attempt'at mediation had been
unsuccessful. The Department's investigation went forward based on a request from the Parent.

On September 15, 2015, the Department sent a Request for Response (RFR) to the District
identifying the specific allegations in the complaint to be investigated and establishing a
Response due date of September 30, 2015. The District completed its Response, which was
made available to the Investigator, on September 30, 2015. The District also submitted its
Response to the Parent. The District's Response included anarrative response, exhibit listing,
and thefollowing documents:

1. The Student's 5th grade IEP dated November 13, 2012;
2. Medical Statement of Health dated January 6, 2013;
3. Authorization to use and/or disclose educational and health information dated January 6,

2013;
4. Speech and Language Evaluation dated January 30, 2013 and March 13, 2013;
5. ASD Observation Form dated February 11, 2013;
6. Psychological Evaluation dated February 25, 2013;
7. Eligibility statement dated March 19, 2013 regarding ASD;
8. Eligibility statement dated March 19, 2013 regarding Communication Disorder;
9 The Student's transitional meeting IEP dated May 22, 2013;
10. Disciplinary Record for the Student from December 13, 2013 through April 20, 2015;
11. IEP Progress Report - Annual Goal dated March 7, 2014;
12. IEP Progress Report - Annual Goal dated June 13, 2014;
13. The Student's 6th grade IEP dated May 19, 2014;
14. Team Meeting Notice dated November 4, 2014;
15. Emails between District and Parent beginning October 16, 2014 through May 14, 2015;
16. Personal Statement and chronology created by Special Education teacher including emails

dating between November 2, 2014 and May 15, 2015;
17. Student's grades for school year 2014-2015;
18. Team Meeting Notice dated March 10, 2015;
19. Team Meeting Notice dated March 30, 2015;
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