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I. BACKGROUND

On October 22, 2015, the Oregon Department of Education (Department) received a
written request for a Special Education complaint investigation from the parents (Parents)
of a student (Student) residing in the St. Helens School District (District). The Student
attends school in the District. The Parent requested that the Department conduct a Special
Education investigation under OAR 581-015-2030. The Department confirmed receipt of
this Complaint and forwarded the request to the District by email on October 23, 2015.

Under state and federal law, the Department must investigate written complaints that
allege violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and issue an
order within sixty days of receipt of the Complaint unless exceptional circumstances
require an extension. This timeline may be extended if the parent and the school district
agree to the extension in order to engage in mediation or local resolution or for exceptional
circumstances related to the Complaint. This order is timely.

On October 28, 2015, the Department's Complaint Investigator sent a Request for
Response to the District identifying the specific allegations in the Complaint to be
investigated and establishing a Response due date of November 12, 2015.

The District submitted a timely response indicating it disputed all of the allegations in the
Parents' Complaint. The District submitted the following items with its Response:

1. All IEPS and placement documents in effect during the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016
school years.

2. All IEP progress reports for the time periods that were provided to the Parents.
3. All IEP Meeting notices, meeting minutes or records, prior written notices and

signed parental consents for the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school years.
4. The most recent eligibility evaluations for the Student, current assessments, other

eligibility evaluations and/or reevaluations that document the Student's disability
and current levels of academic achievement and functional performance in the
District's possession.

5. Documentation of the provision of Special Education and the type and amount of
services and related services the Student has received and the Student's class
schedules for the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school years including the
documentation of the progress the Student has made.
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