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1. BACKGROUND

On March 20,2018, the Oregon Department of Education (Department) received a written
request for a special education complaint investigation (Complaint) from the parent
(Parent) of a student (Student) residing in the Portland Public School District 1J (District).
The Parent requested that the Department conduct a special education investigation
under Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 581-015-2030. The Department confirmed
receipt of this Complaint and forwarded the request to the District on March 20, 2018.
Under state and federal law, the Department must investigate written complaints that
allege violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and issue an
order within sixty days of receipt of the complaint.1 This timeline may be extended ifthe
Parent and the District agree to the extension in order to engage in mediation or local
resolution or for exceptional circumstances related to the complaint.2

On March 23, 2018, the Department's Complaint Investigator (Investigator) sent a
Request forResponse to the District identifying the specific allegations in the Complaint
to be investigated and establishing a Response due date of April 6, 2018.

On April 6, 2018, the District submitted a Response explaining the District's
understanding of the allegation and the District's efforts to address the issues raised in
the Parent's Complaint. In total, the District submitted the following items:
1. District's Exhibit List

2. District's Response to RFR

3. Copies of Student's lEPs in effect 2016-2017 and 2017-2018
4. Evaluation Reports
5. Written or electronic communications between the District and the parents during
the 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 school years

6. Meeting notices, meeting minutes and prior written notices for 2017-2017 and
2017-2018 List of knowledgeable persons

The Parent did not submit a Response. The Investigator was unable to interview the
Parent in this matter due to the Parent not responding to requests for information. The
Investigator determined that onsite interviews were not necessary. On April 27, 2018, the
1 34 CFR § 300.152(a); OAR 581-015-2030(12).
2 34 CFR § 300.152(b); OAR 581-015-2030(12).
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