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CULTURALLY SPECIFIC

AFTER SCHOOL LEARNING

$15.88 million invested

What is this initiative?

The Culturally Specific After School Learning (CSASL)

grant funded 2 school districts and 24 community based
organizations to provide services tailored to students’ specific
social, emotional, mental health, and academic needs.
Programs provided a variety of engaging and enriching
activities that reflect, represent, and sustain student identities
and lived experiences.

Goals
Grantees worked towards the following essential pillars for
culturally specific after school learning:

» Pillar 1: Addressing unfinished learning through academic
and mental health support. Grantees provided evidence-
based strategies to identify and address gaps in learning
that stem from the COVID pandemic, and worked to
supplement and enrich student learning to increase
student achievement and comprehension.

»  Pillar 2: Culturally Affirming practices, including cultural
identity development. Programs cultivated a sense of
joy, connection and curiosity in students’ own cultural
identities—founded on relationships that affirm a student’s
sense of belonging and connection to peers, adults and
school community.

»  Pillar 3: Leadership and self-advocacy skills. Programs
fostered skills for making the world a better place
including: self awareness, problem-solving, goal setting,
communication, critical thinking and relationship building.

»  Pillar 4: Giving back to the community. Programs worked
to achieve positive attendance and routines and increase
meaningful connections to each student’s educational
experience.

" Contact information

oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/
culturallyspecificafterschoollearning
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Benefits

CSASL grantees provided programming to 6,530 students.
Students engaged in dance and arts, career development,
project-based learning, language classes, and accelerated

their learning with tutoring and mentorship. Programming for
parents included support for making school-home connections
and culturally sustaining events for the whole family. Grantees
reported transformative effects on school communities and
student engagement.
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