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Arts Education Connections, May 2022

ODE Arts Education Connections

In this newsletter, we share with you some announcements, resources, and opportunities
for training from statewide and national colleagues that may be of interest to you. As our
community grows, we will continue to adapt the newsletter to fit the needs of the arts
education community. If you have suggestions or feedback for the newsletter, please reach
out to Shannon Johnson, Arts Education Specialist at ODE. 
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ODE Arts Education Updates 

Arts Ed Spotlight:

Honoring Arts Educators!

Our schools depend on the connection, vibrancy, and
community that arts educators make possible. Arts
educators, this is for you. 

Dear media arts teachers, you push students to envision
new possibilities, explore, and discover new intersections in
the arts fields. You have the patience to deal with spinning
wheels on the screen, lost files, and downloading two
thousand frame stop motion animations. Without you, our
students would be missing so many opportunities to grow and expand their future artistic
endeavors. 

Dear music teachers, you capture the essence of the moment and inspire communities with
the performances you work so hard with your students to prepare. You teach students the
importance of practice, perseverance, and the power of collaboration. You help students
with quiet voices sing out, and students who live in the spotlight learn to listen. 
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Dear theater teachers, you help our students explore the range of human emotion and
experience. You give students the opportunity to think about the world through different
perspectives, promoting compassion and understanding in our schools. You manage it all -
lights, sound, acting, costumes, choreography - and students make lifelong memories.  

Dear dance teachers, you help your students develop a deep sense of who they are, at the
core. You make physical space for students to show up and be seen and celebrated for their
true selves. You provide ways for your students to not just express themselves, but embody
their thoughts, emotions, and learning in universal languages that can be understood across
space and time.

Dear visual arts teachers, you help students reflect and take time to understand the many
layers of their identity. You've washed your hands thousands of times in the past two years,
and you've given out just as many constructive compliments. You connect students to their
visual world to help them discover their power and speak, make, sculpt, weave, carve,
sketch, and paint their truth.

Gratitude to all of the teachers, counselors, and education professionals who are bringing
the arts into your classrooms and work, in whatever capacity you are able.

Thank you all a million times for making space for creativity and expression in Oregon’s
schools and being an anchor for your students. Thank you for bringing your communities
together to experience art and through this, connect and have some time to process all that
has happened and is happening in our world. Your work is essential and deeply
appreciated. 

Shannon Johnson, ODE Arts Education Specialist
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It’s Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month!
Honor and recognize the contributions of our Asian
American and Pacific Islander community members in your
classroom with some of these resources or events:

Explore art by Asian American Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander artists in the
Smithsonian Asian American Artists and Selected Works Collection

Oregon Rises Above Hate | AAPI Heritage Month Festival | May 14 | In Person,
Flanders Festival Street, Portland, OR | Free

National Dance Education Organization | The Struggle Continues: Claiming
Identity, Practice, and Joy | May 16 | 3 - 4:30 ET | Online | Free

Arts Ed News, Research & Resources 
Teaching high quality, inclusive, and culturally relevant content through the arts is essential
to increase equitable access to arts education for all students. 

Please see below for related news and resources that may be relevant to your practice.

News

PAM’s Frida Kahlo Exhibit Is More Than a Study in History Portland Monthly, 4/8/22

Sherwood Percussion Group will soon pack bags for Dayton, Ohio Sherwood
Gazette, 4/11/22

Ukrainian artist Tatyana Ostapenko explores strength and joy in Corvallis show
Oregon ArtsWatch, 4/28/22

Celebrating the arts in Sisters The Nugget Newspaper, 5/4/22

Resources

Children’s Educational Theater in Salem has produced free, online theater classes in
a virtual video format for youth. Check out courses such as ASL Theater,  Improv,
and more!

Practicing Musician is a free, online Learning Management System for a flipped
classroom model for concert band and strings. Check it out band and orchestra
teachers!

Smithsonian Folkways -  Estoy Aqui: Music of the Chicano Movement provides online
lessons to learn more about social justice and music in the Chicano Movement

Davis Art has social emotional learning and art project lessons available from their
May 2022 issue of SchoolArts. 

Learning for Justice has released installment 4 of their Teaching Hard History podcast
series: Music Reconstructed: Lara Downes’ Classical Perspective on Jim Crow - In
this episode, renowned classical pianist Lara Downes is bringing new appreciation to
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the works of artists like Florence Price and Scott Joplin. In the final installment of
Music Reconstructed, Downes discusses how we can hear the complicated history of
this era with historian Charles L. Hughes.

Educator Opportunities
Oregon Department of Education: Latino/a/x and
Indigenous Student Success Grants

2022-2023 Latino/a/x and Indigenous* Student Success
Grants are being made available to Community-Based

Organizations, school districts, early learning hubs or early learning providers, Tribes,
education service districts, and post-secondary institutions of education to address the
goals and objectives in their Grant Application for the Latino/a/x and Indigenous* Student
Success Plan.

National Endowment for the Arts Grants for Arts Programs

Grants for Arts Projects is the National Endowment for the Arts principal grants program for
organizations based in the United States. Through project-based funding, the program
supports public engagement with, and access to, various forms of art across the nation, the
creation of art, learning in the arts at all stages of life, and the integration of the arts into the
fabric of community life.

We fund arts projects in the following disciplines: Artist Communities, Arts Education,
Dance, Design, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Local Arts Agencies, Media Arts,
Museums, Music, Musical Theater, Opera, Presenting & Multidisciplinary Arts, Theater, and
Visual Arts.

Learn more and apply here. For those interested in the arts areas of Theater & Musical
Theater, NEA offers a Grant Workshop on May 23rd to learn more about how to apply. 

Art Center East: AiRS Program brings Artists to your School

Since 1982, Art Center East’s Artists in Rural Schools (AiRS) Program has increased
access to arts education for K-12 students across ten counties in Eastern Oregon! The
program pairs teaching artists from a variety of artistic disciplines - the visual arts to music,
literature, theater, and dance - with rural schools. Schools select artists from ACE's Artist
Roster and ACE takes care of all the administrative work!

The AiRS Program's experienced teaching artists enrich rural schools’ regular curricula by
sharing their passion for art with K-12 students, bringing years of professional experience
into the classroom. AiRS artists develop sequential and developmentally-appropriate arts
lessons based on Oregon Department of Education’s Oregon Arts Content Standards.

For more information about AiRS, contact ACE Outreach Coordinator at
outreach@artcentereast.org

Youth Opportunities
Student Advisor to the Oregon State Board of
Education

The Oregon State Board of Education welcomes upcoming
high school seniors to apply for a one-year appointment as
a student advisor to the Board. This appointment begins
August 2022 and ends July 2023. To qualify, students must
be a current high school junior (senior during the 2022-23
school year) in good academic standing. As a State Board
Advisor, students are expected to attend board meetings
beginning in August 2022 and assist the Board in analyzing
the policies, proposals and requests before it.

Criteria for Advisor Selection:

Interest in serving as an advisor for one year

Commitment to attend board meetings and any special board functions

Willingness to participate in policy discussions

Ability to deliberate policy issues

Demonstrated leadership qualities

Applications will be reviewed as submitted, and the application portal will remain open until
the positions are filled. If you have any questions about this appointment or the application,
please review the full announcement or contact State Board Administrator Corey
Rosenberg by email.
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Art Submissions Sought by Blanchet House: On the Ledge Exhibition

As we confront the compounding effects of COVID-19 and Portland’s housing crisis, we’re 
highlighting the devastating problems of food insecurity and housing instability through art. 
The theme for this year’s art show and online sale is "Comfort Food.” The last few years 
have hit artists and houseless people particularly hard; so, we are eager to offer our support 
to both. All proceeds from this event will be split 50/50 between the artists and Blanchet 
House. More info on the entry process and how to submit a piece is here. It is free to enter 
and student submissions are also welcome! Pieces will be reviewed and selected by the 
Blanchet House Emerging Professionals Board mid-June.

World Oregon International Speaker Series

Celebrating its 22nd season, WorldOregon’s International Speaker Series puts you virtually 
in the room with the global leaders, visionaries, and inspiring voices that are changing our 
world.  This year’s series brings to WorldOregon audiences four of the globe’s brightest, 
boldest thinkers and advocates discussing race and social justice, sovereign rights, 
confronting aggression, and resilience and humanity in the face of crisis. Don’t miss Pulitzer 
Prize Winning Photojournalist Lynsey Addario on June 7, online, at 6:30 PM.

Please contact Samara Chism-Winfield for free tickets. samara@worldoregon.org

U.S. Department of Education Nationwide Call for Student Performing Artists

The U.S. Department of Education is seeking student performing artists (such as
bands/marching bands, choirs, color guards, dancers, drumlines, poets/spoken word artists, 
soloists, theatrical performers) currently enrolled in institutions of elementary, secondary, or 
post-secondary education or accredited trade schools, who exemplify resilience, diversity, 
and excellence and are interested in showcasing their talent, virtually or in-person, at 
internal and external Department-hosted events, as well as awards and recognition 
ceremonies, and professional development trainings that support the Department’s 
programs, priorities, and initiatives and social media campaigns. No formal training or 
experience is necessary. 
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Artist, Arts Organization and
Partner Opportunities
Connected Lane County is in search of businesses
willing to be summer internship hosts

Connected Lane County will pay the interns at no cost to
your organization! Hosts must ensure 40 hours of work, per
intern, per week. Hosts should have multiple projects lined
up since interns often work faster than anticipated. They are
especially seeking businesses within Tech, Engineering (potentially through manufacturing
companies), Arts, and Medical fields

Please contact CLC if you are interested in hosting

Vernier Science Center Art in Public Places Program

Through Oregon’s Percent for Art in Public Places Program, the Oregon Arts Commission
and Portland State University (PSU) seek to commission artworks for locations at the
Vernier Science Center (VSC), a newly renovated building on PSU’s Campus. Learn more
and apply. 

The Lewis Prize for Music: Accelerator Awards

The 2023 Accelerator Awards application from the Lewis Prize for Music is now open. 

By applying for the Accelerator Awards, organizations are also eligible for funding ranging
from $15,000 to $50,000. If you are an organization that empowers youth through music in
after-school and out-of-school settings, this opportunity is for you! 

Deadline: June 3 5pm PT

Learn more and apply. 

CFAR Project Incubator Residency Program

The CFAR Project Incubator (CPI) is a partnership between the University of Oregon Center
for Art Research (CFAR) and Phil and Penny Knight Campus for Accelerating Scientific
Impact, which affords artists working in any medium the opportunity to explore and
conceptualize new work as a part of a vibrant, interdisciplinary research community that is
supported by cutting-edge facilities and technical staff. Find out more and apply here. 
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Upcoming Events, Training & Conference Opportunities 
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All trainings are listed in Pacific Time zone unless otherwise noted. 

Relevant educator events and trainings:

Salem Art Association Exhibit | Making a House a Home: Howard Street Charter
School | May 4 - June 4 | Annex & Camas Gallery, The Bush Barn Art Center &
Annex, 600 Mis sion St. SE, Salem, OR 97302 

Five Oaks Museum | Showcase | Thu, May 12, 2022 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM PDT |
Online | Donations Accepted, Free to Attend

Portland Art Museum | Educator Look Club | Saturday, May 14 10:30 a.m. – 12:00
p.m. | Stevens Room, Lower level, Portland Art Museum | Free, registration
required

Salem Art Association | The Statesman and the Freedman: Asahel Bush, Hiram
Gorman, and Black Exclusion | Sun, May 15, 2022 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm PDT | In
Person, 600 Mission Street Southeast, Salem, OR 97302 | Free

Sitka Center for Art and Ecology | Spring Keynote with Ian van Coller |Tuesday,
May 17 4PM PST | Online | Free

National Dance Education Organization | Celebrating Jewish Americans’
Contributions to the Field of Dance | May 24 | 7:30 - 8:45 PM ET | Online | Free

Lewis and Clark College | Oregon Writing Project Summer Institute | Online |
June 3-July 15, 2022 | times vary; check site for costs

Lewis and Clark College | And My Body Is Masterpiece: A Poetry Workshop with
Renée Watson | Saturday, June 4, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.  | Online | Free

Institute for Arts Integration and STEAM | Teach in Color: K-8 Arts Integration and
STEAM Online Conference | July 21-22 at 10am ET  |  Livestream & On-Demand 
| Check Site for Costs

Note: Unless hosted or facilitated by The Oregon Department of Education (ODE), these
events and training opportunities have not been endorsed by ODE, but are being shared as
relevant opportunities for arts education professionals to consider.

Job Opportunity
The Well Rounded Access Program and Digital Learning
team is seeking an administrative specialist! If you are
interested in the arts, STEAM, and digital learning, and
passionate about helping to organize and support the work
of these educational initiatives, please consider applying! 

Learn more about the position here and apply. 

Oregon Open Learning 

Oregon Arts Group on the Oregon Open
Learning Hub

The Oregon Arts Group on the Oregon Open Learning Hub
is a new digital resource sharing and collaboration space for
arts educators. Educators are able to access resources that
are standards aligned, and contribute high quality resources

to the group. Check out the Oregon Arts Group and join to stay connected and share with
other educators. The digital resource bank is in its early stages, and will continue to grow.
New resources have been added recently, are added monthly!

Questions? Connections? 

Please reach out to Shannon Johnson. 

We welcome your submissions to ODE's Arts Education Newsletter! If you have information
about events or opportunities for arts educators or students, please contact Shannon Johnson,
Arts Education Specialist.

In an effort to streamline the communication process, newsletters will be sent out once a month.
To ensure that we can equitably share announcements from everyone, please submit your
Newsletter posts no later than the 1st of each month.

Did someone forward you this newsletter? Want to stay connected with arts education at the
Oregon Department of Education? Subscribe to the ODE Arts Education Newsletter today!

Stay Connected with the Oregon Department of Education
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