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Priority List Explanation
The Oregon School Capital Improvement Matching (OSCIM) Program provides financial incentives to school districts that may not have previously pursued, or succeeded in passing, a local General Obligation (GO) bond due to lack of voter support. The availability of state matching funds helps districts encourage their communities to invest in local school facilities, knowing that the state also prioritizes their needs.
The primary goal of the Priority List is to give school districts with high poverty rates and low assessed property values a better opportunity to secure matching state grants. This approach promotes equity across Oregon. The Priority List concept originated with the Task Force on School Capital Improvement Planning, which identified two key indicators of a district’s need:
1. Assessed value per student, measured by Extended ADMw (Average Daily Membership weighted[footnoteRef:1] minus virtual charter school enrollment, and [1:  Extended ADMw (Average Daily Membership weighted):  This is a number that represents the size and needs of a school district’s student population. It starts with a basic headcount of students and then adds extra weight for students who may need more resources to succeed—like students in special education, English learners, students from low-income families, or those in small or remote schools. The “extended” part means that if a district’s student count drops from one year to the next, the state will use the larger number from the past two years to help protect that district from sudden funding losses.] 

2. Poverty levels, as reported by the U.S. Census Bureau.
These two variables are used in:
· Creating the Priority List, which determines the order in which districts that apply to the OSCIM program for an election cycle are eligible to receive state funding if they pass a local GO bond.
· Determining the matching grant amounts, based on each district’s capacity to raise local funds.
The list is updated once per biennium to ensure consistent rankings throughout all four general elections in the cycle. ODE aligns all data sources to the most recent available year, for example, 2023-24 school year data.
Priority List Formula:
A Poverty Weighting Factor of twenty [20] has been used in the Priority List Formula since 2016. The Poverty Weighting Factor ensures high-poverty districts stand out and move up in the Priority List Ranking.

The Number of Students in Poverty is multiplied by 20 to equal the Weighted Number of Students in Poverty.

The next step is to determine the District’s Weighted Percentage of Students in Poverty. 

The Weighted Number of Students in Poverty is divided by Extended ADMw minus Virtual Charter School Enrollment. 

To determine the District’s Assessed Property Value per Student which is also adjusted for poverty, we use the following formula:

District Assessed Value divided by one plus the Weighted Percentage of Students in Poverty. 

Finally, the districts are then ranked from lowest to highest Assessed Property Value per Student for the Priority List. During each application period (each election cycle), OSCIM funds are distributed based on this list. 66% of available funds are awarded based on a district’s position on the Priority List. The remaining 34% are allocated based on the order in which applications are received on the due date. Districts that submit between 8:00 AM and 12:30 PM qualify for the First in Time pool. These applications are then entered into a randomized lottery to determine funding order, continuing until all available funds are distributed.

Funding Formula Explanation
The Funding Formula builds on the Priority List by using assessed value per extended ADMw to assign :
· $12 million to the 50 districts with the lowest assessed value per student
· $10 million to the next 49 districts (low to moderate values)
· $8 million to the next 49 districts (moderate values)
· $6 million to the 49 districts with the highest assessed value per student
This tiered model promotes equity by directing greater support to districts with fewer local resources.
2025–2027 Biennium Inflation Adjustment
The grant amounts have been adjusted for inflation using the April 2025 CPI-U for the West Region, which shows a 12-month change of 2.1%. The adjusted funding tiers are: (1st) $12,252,000; (2nd) $10,210,000; (3rd) $8,168,000; and (4th) $6,126,000.
Funding Formula Details
Unlike the Priority List, the Funding Formula does not adjust for poverty. It is calculated as:
AV/extended ADMw = Assessed Value ÷ extended ADMw
Districts are ranked from lowest to highest AV/ADMw. Funding is then awarded based on tier placement:
· Top 50 districts (lowest AV/ADMw): eligible for $12,252,000
· Next 49 districts (low to moderate): eligible for $10,210,000
· Next 49 districts (moderate): eligible for $8,168,000
· Last 49 districts (highest AV/ADMw): eligible for $6,126,000
These amounts are final for the 2025–2027 biennium.
Important Note:
If a district’s local GO bond is less than the minimum matching grant of $6,126,000, the OSCIM Program provides a one-to-one match only. For example, a district with a $4,000,000 GO bond would receive a $4,000,000 state match, not the full tier amount.
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