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Craig Pruitt – Pupil Transportation
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Transportation Grant
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• No maximum amount – part of the State School Fund calculation
for Total Formula Revenue

• ORS 327.331 Defines Parameters for Grant
• OAR 581-023-0040 Defines approved costs
• Largest Grant in the state school fund

• $468.3 M for the 2023-2024 SY
• 70, 80, 90 % reimbursement based on Cost per ADMr



What types of costs does the grant cover?

Reimbursable Trips:
• Home-to-school
• Between educational facilities
• In-state field trips where it is an 

extension of classroom activities

Non-Reimbursable Trips:
• Athletics
• Activity trips (not part of 

classroom instruction)
• Transportation for students that 

the district is not required to 
transport



Transportation Grant - Reimbursement Rate
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• Transportation Grant Section
of Estimate

• Transportation per ADMr Rank
• 90-99 = 90% Reimbursement
• 80-89 = 80% Reimbursement
• 0-79 = 70% Reimbursement

Reimbursement 
Rate

Net Eligible 
Transportation 
Expenditures

Total 
Transportation 

Grant



Estimate of Membership and Revenue
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Timeline of Transportation Grant

Previous School Year – July 1 – June 30

January: submit 
EMR

Current School Year – July 1 – June 30

Paid based on estimate 
from prior year January: submit 

EMR

Paid based on updated estimate from 
current year EMR

Future/next School Year – July 1 – June 30

Sept: submit Transportation 
Reports

December: Annual 
Financial Audit due

Reconciliation 
payment for 

previous year



Transportation Reports
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Transportation Team

• Brock Dittus
• Leslie Hagman
• Shonna Bumgardner
• Rachel Good
• Craig Pruitt (final day 7/31/25)
• Cory Samelson
• Yarelli Miranda (not present)

• Temporary Staff
• Korn Davis
• Debora Lincoln



Transportation Reports
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• Form 581 -1453, Certification of Drug and Alcohol Testing Compliance
• Form 581-2256, Annual Vehicle Certification Report
• Form 581-3171, Bus and Garage Depreciation Schedule and Mileage

Report
• Consolidated Collection – Transportation Information
• Form 81-5523, Confirmation of Eligibility
• Form 581-2251, School Bus License Approval
• Form 581-2255, Annual Vehicle Inspection and Maintenance Report

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/ptf/Documents/1453-M.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/ptf/Documents/581-2256%20Annual%20Certification.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/ptf/Documents/Form%20581-3171.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/ptf/Documents/Form%20581-3171.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/ptf/Documents/Transportation%20Information%20electronic%20reporting%20instructions.pdf.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/ptf/Documents/5523-M-ReplyPage.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/ptf/Documents/2251-M.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/ptf/Documents/anvehinspectionreport.pdf


Transportation Reports (cont)
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Transportation Account Codes
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Transportation Grant – Object Codes

Financial Audit 
data

• Funds
• General Fund (100)

• Function
• Student Transportation Services 

(2550)
• Objects

• Salaries (100)
• Benefits (200)
• Contract Services (300)
• Supplies and Materials (400)
• Other (600) *

Fees Collected reduction
Revenue Source codes 1411, 1412, 1413, 
1420

*Object code 622 includes all Funds & excluding Object codes 610, 660 



Financial Data from Transportation Reports



Non-Reimbursable Mileage
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Non-Reimbursable Miles
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If - you record expenditures 
for non-reimbursable miles 
in 100-2550
Then – you report the total 
non-reimbursable miles on 
form 581-3171, Bus and 
Garage Depreciation and 
Mileage Report

If - you record expenditures 
for non-reimbursable miles 
in any other Fund/function
Then – you DO NOT report 
the total non-reimbursable 
miles on form 581-3171, Bus 
and Garage Depreciation 
and Mileage Report



Non-Reimbursable Mileage Rate
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Allows school districts to use the same 
equipment, staff, and supplies to support 
transportation that is not reimbursable 
under the Transportation Grant.

Used to deduct the expenses for non-
reimbursable trips.

Updated annually using Consumer Price Index 
trend data.

Non-Reimbursable Rate
2025-26 
• Seat capacity >20 = $3.41
• Seat capacity <20 = $1.71
2026-27
• Seat capacity >20 = $3.53
• Seat capacity <20 = $1.77



Transportation Fees or Reimbursement?
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PATRON EXCEPTION - OAR 581-023-0040 (1)

Patron Exceptions are defined as:  

• 338.145 – Public Charter Schools

• 339.133(4) – Foster Care

• 327.527 – Summer breakfast and lunch program 
reimbursement

• 327.540 – School after-school meal and snack 
program

• 327.390 – Outdoor School

PATRON EXCEPTION

When a reimbursement is received for transportation expenses from one of the 

five programs receiving the patron exception, that revenue SHOULD NOT be 

recorded as Transportation Fees and will not reduce net eligible transportation 

expenditures.

Some grants allow reimbursement of transportation expenditures. Oregon Administrative 
Rules define which reimbursements are considered in calculating the Transportation Grant, 
and which are not.



Transportation Reimbursement – Patron Exception
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District Cost With a Patron Exception 
Reimbursement

Total Transportation Expense $1,000 
70% Transportation Grant ($700)

30% Patron Exception Reimb ($300)
Net District Expense $0 

Reimbursements for 
transportation expenses received 

from a source with a patron 
exception should NOT be booked 
as Transportation Fees and DO 

NOT reduce the Net 
Transportation Expenditures.   



Transportation Reimbursement – No Patron Exception
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District Cost With Reimbursement
Total Transportation Expense $1,000 

30% Grant Reimbursement ($300)
Net Eligible Trans Expense $700 
70% Transportation Grant ($490)

Net District Expense $210 

Transportation Fees are included in the Transportation Grant calculations.  If the reimbursement 
comes from a source that does not have a patron exception, the reimbursement is considered 

Transportation Fees and should be booked in one of the above revenue codes.



Transportation Fees
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Revenue codes for Transportation Fees
• 1411 
• 1412 
• 1413 
• 1420

Transportation fees reduce net eligible 
transportation expenditures



No Transportation Reimbursement

Oregon Department of Education

Many districts charge grants the full transportation 
cost, similar to a third-party billing rate.  These 

expenses do not run through the General Fund and 
therefore are not considered in the Transportation 

Grant.  



Alternative Transportation
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Alternative Transportation
In 2023 HB 3014 added a new category and 
eligible expenditure under the State School 
Fund Transportation Grant: Alternative 
Transportation. Alternative Transportation 
includes both active transportation and public 
transportation.
• Active transportation includes human-

powered forms of transportation, such as 
walking or bicycling, when students are 
traveling less than three miles to school.

• Public transportation includes forms of 
transportation that are provided by a public 
entity, charge set fares to ride and run on 
fixed routes that are available to the public.

Oregon Department of Education
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Alternative Transportation (cont)
In order for Alternative Transportation to be 
eligible for reimbursement, a supplemental 
plan and/or waiver must be approved by the 
State Board of Education.
• A supplemental plan is required when the 

school district plans to provide 
transportation for students within the 
walking boundary. This applies when 
elementary school students live within 1 
mile of the school, and when secondary 
school students live within 1.5 miles of the 
school.

• A waiver is required when the school 
district is not able to provide sufficient 
transportation services to students who live 
outside the walking boundary.

Oregon Department of Education

Alternative Transportation Waiver and/or Supplemental Plan Request

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/4e4de5f1d22e4791964eebb6f092e41e
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Alternative Transportation – 5% of Total Transportation Costs
Expenditures for alternative transportation are projected in section 3 of the Estimate of Membership 
& Revenue Collection and should be reported in the Actual Expenditures Collection under 100.2560

Oregon Department of Education



Questions
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Thank you! 
Jerod Nunn| State School Fund 
Coordinator
Jerod.Nunn@ode.oregon.gov
503-508-9900

Vanessa Clark | State School 
Fund Program Manager
Vanessa.Clark@ode.oregon.gov
503-510-0175

Craig Pruitt| Pupil Transportation 
& Fingerprinting
Craig.Pruitt@ode.oregon.gov
971-208-2068

mailto:Jerod.Nunn@ode.oregon.gov
mailto:Vanessa.Clark@ode.Oregon.gov
mailto:Craig.Pruitt@ode.oregon.gov
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