RESEARCH SHOWS THAT 21st CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTERS HAVE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON STUDENT ACADEMICS AND SCHOOL  
Summary: 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) programming had a positive impact on student outcomes in Oregon during the 2022-23 school year. Specifically, students participating in 21st CCLC programs demonstrated significantly higher proficiency levels and scale scores in Math and English Language Arts (ELA) on the Spring 2023 Oregon state assessments compared to a matched sample of students who did not participate. Additionally, these students had better school day attendance rates. This suggests that Oregon 21st CCLC programs are effective in supporting students in both academic performance and attendance. 
Attendance
Introduction
Students participating in 21st CCLC programming receive opportunities for academic enrichment as well as a broad array of services, programs and activities designed to support, reinforce and complement the school day. To determine if students participating in 21st CCLC programming are benefiting academically, a quasi-experimental study was conducted by JEM & R, an independent research and evaluation firm. The study uses Oregon state assessment, GPA, attendance and suspension data from Spring 2022 and 2023 to identify whether 21st CCLC programs have a measurable effect on student performance and behavior.
Study Design and Methodology
Students that did not participate in 21st CCLC programming were matched (via propensity scoring methods and nearest neighbor algorithms) to 21st CCLC students within each district and grade level. Variables used for matching included: gender, race/ethnicity, special education status, economic disadvantage status, English language learner status, migrant status, and McKinney Vento status.  This produced a study sample of 21st CCLC students who were very similar to other students within their district who did not participate in the program. 
In order to further ensure that the two groups are comparable, the study also statistically controlled for Spring 2022 differences in academic performance, GPA, and attendance when evaluating the effects of the 21st CCLC programming[footnoteRef:1]. Thus, the rigorous matching and control methods used in this study were designed to provide a clear picture of the program's effectiveness by minimizing biases and accounting for initial differences between the two groups of students. This enhances the credibility of the findings regarding the impact of 21st CCLC programming on student outcomes. [1:  Details on the matching process, data analyses, and statistics are available from JEM & R in a separate technical report.] 



Results 
Students participating in 21st CCLC programming were compared to a matched sample of students in Oregon that did not participate in 21st CCLC programming during the 2022-23 school year. As shown, students attending 21st CCLC programming demonstrated higher Math and ELA proficiency levels and scale scores over students in the comparison group as measured by the Spring 2023 state assessments. The difference in proficiency levels and scale scores is statistically significant, p<.05, indicating a strong likelihood that the observed effect is probably real and not due to random chance. 
Figure 1. Comparing Performance on State Assessments in 21st CCLC and Comparison Students
Students participating in 21st CCLC programs demonstrated greater Spring 2023 Math and ELA state test scale scores as compared to similar students who did not participate in 21st CCLC.

Students participating in 21st CCLC programs demonstrated greater Spring 2023 Math and ELA proficiency levels as compared to similar students who did not participate in 21st CCLC.

*p<.05;  There are four performance levels (1-4) on the state test with higher levels representing more advanced skills/knowledge. 
While not significant, 21st CCLC students also had higher GPAs compared to students who did not participate in the program, see figure 2. Overall, the findings support the value of 21st CCLC programming in boosting academic outcomes. 
Figure 2. Comparing GPAs in 21st CCLC and Comparison Students
Participating 21st CCLC students had slightly higher 2022-23 GPAs as compared to similar students who did not participate in 21st CCLC. 

Students participating in 21st CCLC programming had significantly higher 2022-23 school day attendance rates compared to the matched comparison group, p<.05.  The significant improvement in attendance rates suggests that 21st CCLC programming has a positive effect on students' motivation and engagement with school, leading to better attendance.
Figure 3. Comparing School Day Attendance in 21st CCLC and Comparison Students
21st CCLC students had higher 2022-23 school day attendance rates than comparison students. 

*p<.05
There was a small but statistically significant higher number of students who were suspended in 2022-23 and attended 21st CCLC programs (6% of students) as compared to students who did not participate in the program (5% of students). 
Figure 4. Comparing Suspensions in 21st CCLC and Comparison Students
More 21st CCLC students were suspended than the comparison group. 

Conclusion
Overall, these results underscore the significant value of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) programming in fostering both academic achievement and student engagement. The program's positive impact on improving attendance rates is particularly noteworthy, as consistent attendance is a fundamental component of overall educational success. When students attend school regularly, they are more likely to engage with the curriculum, participate in learning activities, and benefit from the academic support offered by the program. This consistent engagement not only enhances their learning experience but also contributes to better academic outcomes over time.
However, while the 21st CCLC program clearly demonstrates substantial benefits in terms of boosting academic achievement and improving attendance, the observed increase in the number of 21st CCLC students suspended signals an area that warrants further investigation and careful consideration. 21st CCLC programs target students who are at-risk, including for behavioral concerns. Therefore, the findings may be representative of the population served by 21st CCLC programs. Regardless, focused measures to improve behavior may be necessary.



21st CCLC (n=16,885)	
Suspension*	0.06	Comparison (n=16,885)	
Suspension*	0.05	


21st CCLC (n=16,885)	
Math*	ELA*	2457.4	2479.1999999999998	Comparison (n=16,885)	
Math*	ELA*	2450	2474	
Scale Scores



21st CCLC (n=16,885)	
Math*	ELA*	1.75	2.02	Comparison (n=16,885)	
Math*	ELA*	1.73	2	


21st CCLC (n=16,885)	
GPA	2.65	Comparison (n=16,885)	
GPA	2.64	



21st CCLC (n=16,885)	
Attendence*	88.61	Comparison (n=16,885)	
Attendence*	87.74	
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