Multilingual Learners with Disabilities: 
Special Education Identification and Evaluation Resources


This document contains a collection of resources relating to multilingual learners (MLs) with disabilities. A perennial issue that local educational agencies (LEAs) grapple with is the accurate identification and evaluation of MLs for special education and related services. Likewise, providing guidance to LEAs on special education evaluation can be challenging for state education agencies (SEAs). This collection of resources aims to assist both SEAs and LEAs in their efforts to accurately evaluate MLs with disabilities. The resources included in this document were intentionally selected based on their inclusion of (1) recent policy guidance, (2) evidence-based practices, and (3) ready-to-use tools that SEA and LEA stakeholders can utilize. The resources represent multiple state and local contexts, encompassing pre-kindergarten through 12th grade settings. Priority was given to publicly available and easily accessible resources.

In the chart below, each resource has a brief summary of its contents as well as a list of the key special education identification and evaluation topics the resource addresses. These common topics include: assessment procedures, evaluation procedures, evaluation data, disproportionality, early childhood identification, family engagement, language vs. disability, low and high incidence disabilities, and multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS). Each resource summary also includes information regarding its intended audience, indicating whether SEAs, LEAs, language specialists, assessments specialists, special educators or parent/family audiences would best benefit from the resource. The chart categorizes resources by their issuing entity/organization: federal, state and local and nonprofit.

The document was developed by members of the CCSSO’s State Leadership for Multilingual Learner Equity Working Group.[footnoteRef:1]  It is intended to be a dynamic document. We invite members to add rows with new resources and/or provide updated links for their respective state. [1:  Working Group members include Jessica Costa (consultant), Sandra Elliott (Mississippi), Hannah Goldstein (University of Pittsburgh), Antoinette Hallam (Wyoming), Sibel Hughes (Massachusetts), Sara Kangas (Lehigh University), Stephania Lenzi (Arizona), Susy Mekarski (Oregon), Roni McKee (Oklahoma), Alesha Moreno-Ramirez (California), Maria Rodriguez (Delaware), and Donna Villareal (Ohio).] 
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	FEDERAL

	Resource
	Summary

	Chapter 6: Tools and Resources for Addressing English Learners with Disabilities [U.S. Dept. 
of Education, 2016]

Link to Resource
	Addresses multiple issues including: LEA obligations to identify, locate and evaluate MLs with disabilities in a timely manner, linguistic considerations for assessments, over or under identification of MLs for special education and linguistic and disability-related service obligations. Includes a list of tools to assist in appropriately identifying and serving MLs with disabilities. 
 
Audience: LEAs, Language Specialists, Assessment Specialists, Parents/Families

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Disproportionality, Evaluation Procedures, Language vs. Disability 


	Dear Colleague Letter
[U.S Depts. of Justice
and Education, 2015]

Link to Resource

	Identifies the evaluation of and services for MLs with disabilities as one of top 10 noncompliance issues in ML education. Provides clarification regarding timely evaluations, valid evaluation and assessment procedures, as well as parent/guardian notification practices. Includes illustrative examples to provide technical guidance to SEAs and LEAs.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, Family Engagement, Language vs. Disability


	Multitiered Systems of Support for English Learners [U.S. Office of Special Education Programs, 2023]

Link to Resource
	Includes a series of briefs that support culturally and linguistically responsive implementation of MTSS for MLs. Offers evidence from research studies and implications for implementing effective instruction and interventions across the three tiers. Embeds recommendations for accurate assessing of MLs and for valid data-based decision-making.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, Family Engagement, MTSS

	STATE

	Resource
	Summary

	Navigating the Intervention and Evaluation Process for ELs with Potential Disabilities [Arkansas, 2020]

Link to Resource

	Contains information related to the identification of MLs with disabilities. Includes recommendations for the provision of services and interventions for MLs with disabilities. Offers many useful resources and lists of potential evaluation tools (e.g., assessments, checklists, forms).

Audience: SEAs, Language Specialists, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Family Engagement, Language vs. Disability


	California Practitioners’ Guide for Educating English Learners with Disabilities [California, 2019]

Link to Resource

By chapter: CA Practitioners’ Guide for Educating English Learners with Disabilities | Imperial County Office of Education (icoe.org)

	Helps practitioners understand the legal requirements, best practices and resources to assist in appropriately determining what and how to proceed with identification, assessment and differentiation of instructional services to ML students with disabilities (pp. 15–40, 103–180). Provides recommendations, which are based on best practices, but represents nonbinding guidance.
Establishes MTSS as an important part of the pre-referral intervention process for MLs.
Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, Language vs. Disability, MTSS

	English Language Learners and Special Education: A Resource Handbook [Connecticut, 2011]

Link to Resource
	Provide educators with information that explains the process and developmental stages of second language acquisition. Promotes a collaborative approach among teachers, administrators and other personnel involved in the education of MLs. Creates an awareness of the laws, regulations and policies related to the educational rights of MLs. Gives school personnel other resources to utilize.

Audience: SEAs, Language Specialists, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Family Engagement


	English Learner Guidebook; Chapter English Learners with Disabilities (SWD/EL) [Delaware, 2022]

Link to Resource

	Addresses MLs with disabilities (pp. 65–70), describing entrance procedures for all students (Home Language Survey and records review process) and legal requirements for MLs with disabilities to receive language and disability-related services. Details requirements for MLs with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) and what should and should not be documented in the IEP.

Audience: SEAs, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, Family Engagement


	English Learner Program Manual [Idaho, 2021]

Link to Resource
	Assists educators in navigating the various procedures involving MLs with disabilities, including initial identification, screening, providing a core language instruction, coordination of services, legal guidelines, proficiency assessments, etc. Outlines practices for school districts when considering possible special education evaluation for MLs (pp. 9–23, 29–30). Includes a list of FAQs and a Language Differences vs. Disabilities Table.  

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Family Engagement, High Incidence Disabilities, Language vs. Disability
 

	Accommodations for EL/SWD or SWD being screened for potential English Learner eligibility with the WIDA screener [Georgia, 2022]

Link to Resource


	Provides general guidance about criteria for evaluation (e.g., not solely on language proficiency).  Provides links to accommodations checklists and resources for WIDA’s assessment suite. Also includes links to various related resources (e.g., MTSS, conference presentations). Note: Accessibility and Accommodations Manual link was not valid at the point of review. 

Audience: LEAs, Assessment Specialists

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, MTSS



	Identifying and Supporting ELs with Disabilities Flowchart [Louisiana, n.d.]

Link to Resource
	Features a one-page graphic organizer that illustrates the steps for special education identification of MLs.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures


	Identifying and Supporting English Learners (ELs) with Disabilities Guidance [Louisiana, 2021]

Link to Resource
	Addresses the special education evaluation process for MLs, including assessment practices and data-based decision-making. Emphasizes the importance of collaboration among teachers and specialists.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, 


	Identifying English Learners as Students with Disabilities and Students with Disabilities as English Learners [Massachusetts, 2019]

Link to Resource

	Includes definition of disability categories and offers guidance on appropriate instruction and support for MLs with disabilities. Features recommendations for identification and instruction, including implementing a multi-tiered system of support and selecting appropriate accommodations.

Audience: LEAs, Language Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, MTSS



	Supporting ELs through the MTSS Process [Nebraska, 2021]

Link to Resource

	Provides links to resources related to supporting MLs using an MTSS framework. Includes resources such as checklists to assist in distinguishing language learning from disabilities, chart of MTSS team members’ responsibilities and flowchart of MTSS procedures for MLs.

Audience: SEAs, Language Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Family Engagement, Language vs. Disability, MTSS


	Memorandum Re: Multilingual Learners with Disabilities [South Carolina, 2021]

Link to Resource

	Contains abbreviated guidance involving special education evaluation processes, assessment procedures during evaluation, IEP team composition and alignment of IEP and individualized language plans (ILPs). Serves as a useful model for states wishing to issue guidance letters to LEAs.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Special Educators, Parents/Families

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, Family Engagement


	Differentiating Language Differences from Suspected Disabilities [Virginia, n.d.]

Link to Resource 

	Outlines factors that influence learning other than a disability. Provides a language learning vs. disability indicators list.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Language vs. Disability


	Handbook for Educators of English Learners with Suspected Disabilities [Virginia, 2019]

Link to Resource 

	Provides information about legal requirements as well as pre-referral and evaluation procedures for MLs with suspected disabilities.  Offers considerations for developing IEPs and implementing instruction. Contains an FAQ section.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Family Engagement


	Washington State Multilingual English Learners: Policies and Practices Guide; Chapter 6 [Washington, 2022]


Link to Resource
	Provides policies and practice considerations for identification of MLs wth disabilities (pp. 45–52). Includes additional chapters that address the following: (1) definition/relevant statutes, (2) identification, (3) program models, (4) dual language considerations, (5) ELD services, (6) multi-tiered systems of supports/early literacy screening, (7) Title III,  (8) newcomer students, (9) progress monitoring and program evaluation, (10) staffing, professional learning and allowable expenses, (11) family engagement/communication and (12) student data and reporting. 

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Language Specialists, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Disproportionality, Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, Family Engagement, Language vs. Disability, MTSS 


	ELP Screening for Students with (Potential) Disabilities [Wisconsin, n.d.]

Link to Resource

	Describes the process for making an initial ML identification, covering screening for students with (potential) disabilities. Provides guidance for how ML and special education staff can collaborate to support students with challenging needs. Describes how final determination can be made (ch. 3). Discusses addressing placement concerns (p. 6).

Audience: SEAs, LEAs, Assessment Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Language vs. Disability


	LOCAL and NON-PROFIT

	Resource
	Summary

	Improving Outcomes for English Learners with Disabilities [Imperial County Office of Education, 2023]

Link to Resource

	Offers resources, training modules and professional support for topics impacting MLs with disabilities. Encompasses a range of topics, including evaluation processes, assessment and MTSS, among others.
Audience: SEAs, Language Specialists, Special Educators

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, MTSS


	[bookmark: _heading=h.py0imhc3huet]Resourcing Supports for Young Multilingual Learners with Suspected Disabilities in California: Learning Collaborative Recommendations [WestEd, 2022]

Link to Resource

	Identifies key strategies for securing resources to support MLs with suspected disabilities in early childhood education and the earliest grades of elementary school. Focuses on resources for high-quality Tier 1 instruction, pre-referral processes and special education evaluation.  Provides recommendations for SEA and LEA stakeholders to enact within their own contexts, as well as the funding streams that can be targeted to support these initiatives.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs

Key Topics: Assessment Procedures, Early Childhood Education, Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, MTSS


	Strategies to Identify and Support English Learners with Disabilities [REL West, 2020]

Link to Resource
	Describes the equity issues at stake in identifying MLs for special education and related services. Includes questions that educators should ask and data that should be collected during the evaluation process. Reviews the policy handbooks developed by SEAs on ML special education identification as well as the topics and resources these handbooks include.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs

Key Topics: Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, Disproportionality, Family Engagement, Language vs. Disability


	Pursuing Equity at the Intersection of Language, Culture, and Disability [WestEd/National Center for Systemic Improvement, 2022]

Link to Resource
	Encompasses a series of five webinars on equity for students with intersecting language, culture and disability statuses. Features teams of experts, including researchers, state leaders and local district leaders from both ML and special education. Includes topics such as data literacy, authentic family and community engagement, research-informed practices and systems coherence.

Audience: SEAs, LEAs

Key Topics: Evaluation Procedures, Evaluation Data, Disproportionality, Family Engagement, Language vs. Disability





