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[bookmark: _Toc1006157565] Introduction 
[bookmark: _Int_kZ1QgRkV]The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act was passed in 1987 and was most recently amended by Title IX, Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act (“ESSA”) in December 2015. Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act authorizes the federal grant program and serves as the primary federal legislation to remove barriers to education created by homelessness. 

The U.S. Department of Education allocates Education of Homeless Children and Youth funding to each state based on the state's share of Title I, Part A funds. States may retain up to 25% of the EHCY funding for state-level program administration and must subgrant at least 75% of the funds to Local Education Agencies (“LEAs”). 

[bookmark: _Toc479442156]1.1 McKinney-Vento Act Overview 
The McKinney-Vento Act The Education of Houseless Children and Youth Program ensures that houseless children and youth are provided with a free, appropriate public education, despite the lack of a fixed, regular, nighttime, adequate place of residence. A youth is considered unaccompanied if they are not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. The state public school admission statute assuring the right of houseless and other children and youth in similar circumstances to enroll in schools is Oregon Revised Statute ORS 339.115 (7). 

Notwithstanding Oregon Revised Statute ORS 339.133 (2)(a), a school district shall not exclude from admission a child located in the district solely because the child does not have a fixed place of residence or solely because the child is not under the supervision of a parent, guardian or person in a parental relationship. 

Homeless children and youth must have access to the educational and related services that they need to enable them to meet the same challenging State academic standards to which all students are held. In addition, children and youth navigating housing instability may not be separated from the mainstream school environment.  

LEAs must also ensure immediate enrollment and educational stability while addressing any barriers faced by students navigating housing instability in enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school. 
[bookmark: _Toc1085322183] McKinney-Vento Grant 
[bookmark: _Toc303471143]2.1 Grant Allocation 
State education agencies are required by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act to run a competitive grant process at least once every three years. Oregon runs a competitive process every three years. Awards are dependent on the quality of all received applications and the total funding that ODE receives from the United States Department of Education (“USDE”). Funding is typically renewed annually within the cohort, but grantees do not re-apply for funds. The chart below shows how the funding formula is used for distribution each year. 
[bookmark: _Toc376095906]Base Funding Ranges and Eligibility Table 
	Eligible Student Count 
	Maximum Base Award Amount 

	0-99 
	$10,000.00 

	100-199 
	$15,000.00 

	200-399 
	$20,000.00 

	400-499 
	$30,000.00 

	500-750 
	$40,000.00 

	751-999 
	$60,000.00 

	1,000-1,999 
	$70,000.00 

	2,000-2,999 
	$80,000.00 

	3,000 or more 
	$100,000.00 


 
The Eligible Student Count shall be based on recipient’s most recent McKinney-Vento data submission to ODE, instructions and deadlines for which are listed on ODE’s McKinney-Vento Data Collections website.   Eligible Student Count means the number of students identified as navigating housing instability and eligible for McKinney-Vento rights and services for that given school year.  

If a recipient applies as a Consortium, then all Consortium members’ total eligible student count will be combined to determine the maximum base award amount.  
[bookmark: _Toc1670849100]McKinney-Vento Grants Calendar 
	Timeline 
	Performance Period 

	Year 1 
	7/1/2025 - 6/30/2026 

	Year 2 
	7/1/2026 - 6/30/2027 

	Year 3 
	7/1/2027 - 6/30/2028 


 


[bookmark: _Toc987912302]Carryover 
Each grant fiscal year ends on September 30. Any unobligated federal funds remaining at the end of a fiscal year may not automatically be carried forward after fiscal year's end. Carryover requests from grantees must be approved in writing by the State Coordinator each year. 
[bookmark: _Toc908645964]2.2 Required Uses of McKinney Vento Funds 
Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (per Title IX, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act) authorizes that a local educational agency (LEA) may use funds awarded under the McKinney-Vento section for the activities that carry out the purposes of the Act, including the following: 
 
(1) The provision of tutoring, supplemental instruction, and enriched educational services that are linked to the achievement of the same challenging State academic standards as the State establishes for other children and youths. 
 
(2) The provision of expedited evaluations of the strengths and needs of homeless children and youths, including needs and eligibility for programs and services (such as educational programs for gifted and talented students, children with disabilities, and English learners, services provided under title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.] or similar State or local programs, programs in career and technical education, and school nutrition programs). 
 
(3) Professional development and other activities for educators and specialized instructional support personnel that are designed to heighten the understanding and sensitivity of such personnel to the needs of homeless children and youths, the rights of such children and youths under this part, and the specific educational needs of runaway and homeless youths. 
 
(4) The provision of referral services to homeless children and youths for medical, dental, mental, and other health services. 
 
(5) The provision of assistance to defray the excess cost of transportation for students under section 11432(g)(4)(A) of this title, not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, where necessary to enable students to attend the school selected under section 11432(g)(3) of this title. 
 
(6) The provision of developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs, not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, for preschool-aged homeless children. 
 
(7) The provision of services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain homeless children and youths, particularly homeless children and youths who are not enrolled in school, in public school programs and services provided to nonhomeless children and youths. 
 
(8) The provision for homeless children and youths of before- and after-school, mentoring, and summer programs in which a teacher or other qualified individual provides tutoring, homework assistance, and supervision of educational activities. 
 
(9) If necessary, the payment of fees and other costs associated with tracking, obtaining, and transferring records necessary to enroll homeless children and youths in school, including birth certificates, immunization or other required health records, academic records, guardianship records, and evaluations for special programs or services. 
 
(10) The provision of education and training to the parents and guardians of homeless children and youths about the rights of, and resources available to, such children and youths, and other activities designed to increase the meaningful involvement of parents and guardians of homeless children or youths in the education of such children or youths. 
 
(11) The development of coordination between schools and agencies providing services to homeless children and youths, as described in section 11432(g)(5) of this title. 
 
(12) The provision of specialized instructional support services (including violence prevention counseling) and referrals for such services. 
 
(13) Activities to address the particular needs of homeless children and youths that may arise from domestic violence and parental mental health or substance abuse problems. 
 
(14) The adaptation of space and purchase of supplies for any non-school facilities made available under subsection (a)(2) to provide services under this subsection. 
 
(15) The provision of school supplies, including those supplies, to be distributed at shelters or temporary housing facilities, or other appropriate locations. 

(16) The provision of other extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless children and youths to attend school and participate fully in school activities. 


Costs charged to the McKinney-Vento grant must be (A) necessary and reasonable; (B) allocable to the grant award; and (C) legal.  

A. Necessary and reasonable means the proposed expenditure must meet the program's purpose and be of reasonable cost. Guidance from the program will help determine if costs are appropriate. Some programs, including the McKinney-Vento grant, have specific allowable and nonallowable costs identified in the statute, guidance, or regulations.  
B. Allocable cost means the funding program must receive the benefit.  
C. Legal costs for Federal programs are defined in 2 CFR Part 200.435. In addition, all Federal programs have a “supplement, not supplant” requirement. This means that Federal grant funds must be used to enhance the existing educational program and not to substitute for state or local funds or services that would otherwise be used.  

The general rule asks: Would this program or service be required without these Federal funds? If the answer is yes, then Federal funds may only be used to supplement the required program. 

[bookmark: _Toc1396271683]Resources on Allowable Uses 
The National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) has a Use-of-Funds Tip Sheet that provides LEAs with guiding questions to assist them in determining how to spend their McKinney-Vento funds.  

[bookmark: _Toc1048552690]Prohibition of Supplanting with Federal Funds 
Supplanting occurs when federal McKinney-Vento dollars replace what is typically paid for by local/state dollars to support the program. If McKinney-Vento funds provided a service that the LEA is required to provide under local or state law, supplanting would occur.  

In other words, McKinney-Vento funds cannot be used for LEA’s general responsibilities. Federal McKinney-Vento funds must supplement, not supplant local or state funds. The filter is always to demonstrate that the expenditure of funds improves or expands program support for students navigating housing instability. In both cases, the expenditure of these funds must be in addition to normal operational expenses.  

Example: An LEA paying full transportation to the school of origin when state law mandates that the district provides this transportation. Since the district is legally obligated to provide this service, using McKinney-Vento funds would replace (not supplement) state/local funds. 
If it costs $75 dollars to transport a housed student and $125 to transport a student eligible for McKinney-Vento, the grant could pay only up to $50 of the excess costs. If LEA covers the full $125 transportation cost, this will replace rather than supplement, therefore this expense would be supplanting.  

[bookmark: _Toc140601261]Indirect/Administrative Costs  
Grant Recipient may be reimbursed for indirect or administrative costs, as a percentage of funds disbursed under this specific grant, in an amount that does not exceed the grantee’s federally approved rate at the time the cost was incurred.  If the grantee does not have a federally approved indirect cost rate, the de-mininimus rate, up to 15%, may be used. 

[bookmark: _Toc1986142363]General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)  
The General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) requires recipients of federal grants to describe the steps they will take to ensure equitable access to, and participation in, federally assisted programs by addressing the special needs of students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries.  

[bookmark: _Toc1684263646]2.3 Non-Allowable Uses of Funds 
Non-allowable uses of McKinney-Vento funds refer to expenditures that do not directly support the removal of barriers for students and youth navigating housing instability or duplicate services already provided through other funding sources. These restrictions exist to ensure that funds are used exclusively for activities that address the unique educational needs of children and youth navigating housing instability, rather than for general school operations or unrelated expenses. 
Some examples of non-allowable uses of funds include: 
1. Capital expenses like building renovations or purchasing land.  
2. Long-term housing, rent payments, or hotel/motel short stays.  
3. General administrative costs are unrelated to homeless education services. 

[bookmark: _Toc295307172]2.4 Service Provisions  
Under Section 723 of the McKinney-Vento Act, services provided: 
· May be provided through programs on school grounds or at other facilities; 
· Shall, to the maximum extent practical, be provided through existing programs and mechanisms that integrate youth experiencing houselessness and their housed peers; and  
· Shall be designed to expand or improve services provided as part of a district’s regular academic program, but not to replace such services provided under that program.  

If services are provided on school grounds, schools: 
· May use funds under this grant to provide the same services to other children and youth who are determined by the district to be at risk of houselessness; and  
· Shall not provide services in settings that separate homeless children and youth from other students, except as necessary for short periods of time for health and safety emergencies, or to provide temporary, special, and supplementary services to meet the unique needs of students & youth navigating housing instability.  

[bookmark: _Toc81932236]3. Program Administration 
[bookmark: _Toc1643451333]3.1 Grant Reimbursement 
McKinney-Vento grants operate on a reimbursement basis only. There are no scheduled payments or advance payments. Grantees must request reimbursements at least quarterly.  Reimbursement requests can be made through the ODE’s Grants Management System (EGMS). EGMS enables grant recipients to access an online interface to view their grant and award notifications and enter claims. Recipients will first need to contact their District Security Administrator (DSA) to obtain a username and password to login. The DSA will also need to add EGMS Read/Insert/Update permissions to the grant recipient’s account in Web Security. 

For more information and support on using the grant management system please review the ODE EGMS External User’s Guide. 

All reimbursement requests entered in EGMS must be accompanied by supporting detailed documentation using the McKinney-Vento 2025-28 Subgrant Reimbursement Form which must be submitted in the McKinney-Vento 2025-28 Subgrant Reimbursement Portal, both of which are linked to the Oregon Department of Education McKinney-Vento Liaisons, Districts, & ESDs webpage, under Resources; McKinney-Vento Subgrant.  
 


[bookmark: _Toc260430645]3.2 Data Reporting 
The U.S. Department of Education (ED), Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, requires state education agencies (SEAs) to submit data on homeless children and youth on an annual basis in the late spring. This information allows ED to determine the extent to which states ensure homeless children and youth have access to a free, appropriate public education under the federal McKinney-Vento (MKV) Homeless Assistance Act. 

Data from this collection may also be used by family and youth service providers to determine the extent of homelessness among families and youth and to apply for funding for housing and other assistance.  

[bookmark: _Toc222688815]Eligible Student Count Reporting 
ODE requires LEAs to report in the spring of each school year. More information on the state reporting process and requirements under the McKinney-Vento Act can be found on the ODE Collection & Validations website.  

[bookmark: _Toc1718483112]Annual Narrative Reporting 
All recipients are required at the end of each funded year to submit a Year-End Progress Report on Grant project activities on a template provided by ODE. These progress reports are an evaluation tool used to monitor compliance and ensure that projects meet goals and achieve identified outcomes. 

[bookmark: _Toc1902371660]McKinney-Vento Subgrant Annual Reporting Schedule
	Deliverable 
	Performance Period 
	Due Date 

	Year-End Progress Report  
	July 1, 2025, to September 30, 2026 
	October 31, 2026 

	Year-End Progress Report  
	July 1, 2026, to September 30, 2027 
	October 31, 2027 

	3-Year Summative Report  
	July 1, 2025, to September 2028 
	October 31, 2028 


 
Consortium members may submit only one Year-End Progress Report but must report their McKinney-Vento student counts, including birth-5 aged unenrolled youth separately.  
The Year-End Progress Report template can be found on the ODE’s McKinney-Vento website.  
[bookmark: _Toc1590109903]3.3 Monitoring 
Every district in Oregon, regardless of whether the district receives or accepts federal funds, must meet the requirements laid out in the McKinney-Vento Act. 

ODE conducts a monitoring review of Titles I-A, I-D, II-A, IV-A, V-B REAP, McKinney-Vento, Foster Care, and Equitable Services under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  Each district is selected for monitoring through a risk assessment, and, if selected, will receive an official letter detailing the monitoring process.  

More information on an LEA’s monitoring requirements can be found on the ODE ESEA Federal Monitoring Webpage, including an updated schedule of LEAs that have been selected for monitoring.  

[bookmark: _Toc1784079289]Technical Assistance 
ODE will provide technical assistance to all recipients in an ongoing effort to promote and strengthen McKinney-Vento programs and student achievement and educational outcomes. Technical assistance will be provided to recipients as needed or by request. 

[bookmark: _Toc1480489483]Program Evaluation 
Each recipient is asked to complete an annual survey on the program and grant implementation to help ODE identify strengths, gaps, and areas for improvement.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


[bookmark: _Toc1657794242]Appendix  
[bookmark: _Toc1748607601]McKinney-Vento Grant Compliance Check List 

1. Alignment with Program Goals 
​​☐ Does the expense directly support the removal of barriers for homeless students? 
​​​☐ Is the activity designed to improve enrollment, attendance, or academic success? 

2. Allowable Use Verification 
​​☐​ Is the service supplemental and not provided to all students? 
​​☐​ Does it avoid duplication with other federal, state, or local programs (e.g., Title I)? 
​​☐​ Is the expenditure tied to homeless student needs (e.g., tutoring, transportation, outreach)? 

3. Non-Allowable Use Check 
​​☐​ No funds used for housing or rent payments. 
​​☐​ No capital expenses (construction, building renovations, property purchase). 
​​☐​ No general administrative costs are unrelated to homeless education. 
​​☐​ No general school supplies or meals for all students. 
​​☐​ No services already funded by other programs. 

4. Documentation 
​​☐​ Maintain detailed records of expenditures and justification. 
​​☐​ Ensure invoices and receipts clearly indicate homeless student support. 
​​☐​ Keep evidence of coordination with other programs to prevent duplication. 

5. Approval Process 
​​☐​ Expense reviewed and approved by designated program administrator. 
​​☐​ Compliance confirmed against federal and state guidance before requesting payment. 
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