
Four Most Common Mistakes When Developing an IEP for Transition Age Students

	


Mistakes


	Standard


	1. School districts don’t invite the student to the IEP meeting at age 16.
Non-Compliant: The meeting notice doesn’t Include the student at 15 when the student turns 16 during the current IEP year.

	Beginning with the first IEP in effect when the student turns 16, the IEP notice must show that the student was invited

	2. The Present Levels do not include information from the student.
Non-Compliant:  The student’s preference’s, interests are left out of the present levels.
 
	For students who turn 16 when the most recent IEP is in effect or who are older than 16, the IEP contains Present Levels of academic Achievement and Functional Performance and each bullet point needs to be included.
· Student’s preferences, needs and interests

	3 School districts write only an educational goal.
Non-Compliant: Without an employment goal.
“After graduating from high school, Joe will go to community college”

	The IEP must  include:
·   A postsecondary education/ training goal;
·   A postsecondary employment goal; and
·   where appropriate, independent living skills.
NOTE:  If the IEP only contains an education/training goal, then the standard is out of compliance. 
“After graduating from high school, Joe will work on campus while enrolled in college.

	4.  School Districts will list the courses the
 student has already taken
Non- Compliant:  Becky will complete the requirements to receive a standard diploma.

	For students who turn 16 when the most recent IEP is in effect or who are older than 16 the IEP includes courses of study needed to assist the student in reaching their post-secondary goals
Courses of study are defined as a multi-year description of coursework to achieve the student's desired post-school goals, from the student's current to anticipated exit year.
Becky is interested in graphic design and marketing. In 11th grade she will take graphic design, marketing and web design.
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