Preferences Interests, Needs and Strengths (PINS)

Preferences and Interests can be determined from interest inventories, surveys and interviews done with the student.
Needs and Strengths should come from the Present Levels of Academic and Functional Performance (PLAFP) document.
The Age Appropriate Transition Assessment document included in this section includes multiple examples and websites (i.e. Interest Inventories) that will assist the student in describing what they want to do when they have completed school regarding: 

Further education: options can include such activities as attending university, community college, training programs, career technical training programs, work skills training, career classes, job shadowing, and internships, among other educational or training activities. 
Employment: options can include military service, competitive employment, careers in a variety of areas, work part time while attending college, obtaining a full or part time job, participation in job development, work on independent skills  to prepare for work each day with support from an agency, among other employment activities.
How they want to live: can include such options as will live independently an apartment/home, live independently with supports, or live in a group home setting, among other independent living activities.
Participation in the community: options can include such things as utilize public transportation, participate in recreation activities, or take part in community programs.
STANDARD:  For students who turn 16 when the most recent IEP is in effect or who are older than 16, the IEP contains Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance including:  strengths of the student    §300.320 CFR …. And the student’s preferences, needs, interests; and, results of age-appropriate transition assessments §300.324








3


