
they serve garden produce in 

the cafeteria.  

We also want to know how 

many schools are using garden 

produce for school meals and 

how many gardens have active 

educational programs, so we 

included those questions into the 

National School Lunch Program’s 

yearly application process. We 

have gotten a lot of calls from 

other States who are interested 

in duplicating this process. It will 

be interesting to see what comes 

of this! 

-Rick Sherman, Farm to School /

School Garden Coordinator, Oregon 

Department of Education 

On my first day that I started 

working at this job, my very first 

question I got was “how many 

school gardens ARE there in 

Oregon?”  Of course, this was 

not an easy question to answer, 

and I found out there was really 

no way to find out easily.  I didn’t 

have the first clue as to how 

many there are.  So, I set about 

calling each and every school in 

Oregon.  I personally called over 

a thousand schools whenever I 

had a few minutes to spare every 

day over the course of over 

three months with a simple “yes 

or no” question:  Does  your 

school have a school garden?  

The result was that we found out 

there was 514 school gardens in 

Oregon! The next step was to 

circle back with these schools 

and identify a “person in charge” 

of the garden, with contact infor-

mation so we could disseminate 

information.  On our website 

(see page 4 for link), you’ll see a 

section where the below interac-

tive map is hosted.  When you 

click on a dot, a window opens 

up that shows contact infor-

mation for the garden, as well as 

our network’s goals such as if 

We have been doing a lot of 

changes to the Oregon Farm to 

School/School Garden Website.  

Changes include separating con-

tent to their own sub groups so 

there’s not as much scrolling, and 

adding new sub groups.  These  

include a new “Showcase” to 

highlight Oregon success stories.   

Also, one of the most requested 

items has to do with specific 

curriculum for school gardens.  

The Oregon Farm to School and 

School Garden Network just 

completed an extensive 

workgroup, which created an 

Oregon Curricula with can be 

located on its own sub group. 

There’s also new sub groups for 

Resources, Meetings & 

Trainings, and Grants.  More 

will be added and updated in the 

year to come. 

Visit the website today by going 

to: www.ode.state.or.us/go/

f2sgardens 

Interactive map of all 514 

school gardens in Oregon, 

which is on our website 

514 School Gardens...and Counting! 
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D I D  Y O U  

K N O W ?  

 Oregon has 

100% of their 

gardens 

mapped, with 

a contact for 

each one 

 Oregon has 

school garden 

data as a part 

of the NSLP 

application 

process 

 Oregon has a 

Annual Farm 

to School 

Network 

meeting as 

well as a 

School Gar-

den Summit  
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School Garden Food Safety 
Sometimes there are miscon- way to completely eliminate heavy emphasis on constant 

ceptions in Oregon that serv- risks associated with food use and documentation that 

ing food from school gardens safety, but you CAN minimize the garden is doing things cor-

might not be allowed, or that them if you have a solid system rectly.   

serving the food from the gar- and know what you’re doing.   
The manual includes a Com-

dens is unsafe.  This is not the The manual is a guide and not panion guide, as well as startup 
case, as long as some correct intended to be regulatory.  It and weekly checklists, staff and 
food handling procedures are was developed over the student training sections,  sec-
followed.   course of a year, and was edit- tions for composting and han-

ODE developed the School ed by food service, health and dling food from your garden.  

Garden Food Safety Training school garden officials from 
Download the manual for free 

and Documentation Manual so around the country.  It was and start using it today!  It can 
schools can minimize these designed with the same princi- be found on our website (see 

Download the    risks and liabilities.  It’s im- ples that people in the food page 4). 
manual at our     portant to note that there’s no service industry use and has 

 
website! 

“Plans are underway 

to combine the 
Meetings & Trainings 

Oregon Farm to We are lucky to have a couple our first annual School Garden den Summit in a two day con-

local opportunities for bringing Summit in January which was ference next year!  The pro-
School and School 

people together as a State!  attended by over 200 people in posed format is to have the 

Garden Network Historically, we have had a addition to the Network meet- network meeting on the first 

(one day) annual meeting of ing.  These two events took day, and have the school gar-
(OFSSGN) Annual 

the Oregon Farm to School place in November and January den summit on the second day.   

Meeting with the and school Network, which during the last school year.   Folks could choose to attend 

also included school gardens one or both sessions.  Keep 
School Garden Plans are underway to com-

and farm to school content.  It watching the “Meetings and bine the Oregon Farm to 
Summit in a two day was decided last year to split Trainings” section of the web-School and School Garden 

these into two distinct meet- site (see pg. 4 for link) for de-
conference next Network (OFSSGN) Annual 

ings.  We did this by having tails as they come available. Meeting with the School Gar-
year!” 

GRANTS! 
Oregon Department for purchasing Oregon grown pating this, ODE will start 

of Education is cur- and/or processed items, with working on the application 

rently half way some of the funds dedicated to process later in the 2014-2015  
through its two-year food-, agriculture-, and garden- school year.  Information re-

Oregon Farm to based educational activities. garding this process will be 

School grant.  This posted in the “Grants” sec-Unless there is a change in the 
grant awards $1.2 tion of our website as it be-current Governor's budget 
million to 19 school comes available.  See page 4 process, the farm to school 
districts by reimburs- for the link to our website.  grant should get rolled over 
ing $0.15 per lunch for the next biennium.   Antici-  

F A R M  T O  S C H O O L  



School Garden Coordinator of the Month 
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ODE Farm to School and School 

Garden Network nominated Kelly 

Douglas from Molalla High School 

for the OPHI Billi Odegaard Public 

Health Genius Award…  And she 

WON!  This prestigious award is 

given to the person 

who labor tirelessly 

to help Oregonians 

support optimum 

health of communi-

ties.  

Quite often we hear 

the excuse that it’s 

too difficult to start a school garden 

due to lack of funding and effort.  

Kelly single-handedly raised over 

$30,000 in a short time and built 

the garden at MHS in one day by 

coordinating a huge volunteer pro-

ject.  Kelly is the advisor of the 

School’s largest student body activi-

ty club, the “Culture Club.”  This 

school celebrates the school’s di-

versity by gathering around the 

fresh produce of the school garden 

and teaches the students to make 

healthy choices, both nutritionally 

and socially.   

Kelly will be honored at an event at 

the Multnomah Athletic Club in 

Portland on Friday, September 

12th.  You can read more about 

the award by googling “OPHI geni-

us award winners” and clicking on 

the 2014 link.  

meeting and the Oregon school 

garden map (see lead story on page 

1) they are feeling more and more 

connected, and are able to get help 

and advice more easily now. 

One of the thoughts that came out 

of this gathering was to create re-

gional school garden hubs. One 

such pilot project was started in 

Linn county, which includes schools 

In January 2014, Oregon hosted its 

first annual School Garden Summit 

at the 4H center in West Salem.  

We had over 200 individuals who 

were mostly made up of school 

garden coordinators at local 

schools throughout Oregon.   

The feeling that was shared was 

that those attending used to feel all 

alone, however because of this 

mostly from Albany and 

Lebanon. The group met 

three times this summer 

and also went on a gar-

den tour and are plan-

ning to host a back to 

school garden day.  If 

your area is interested in 

forming a hub, contact 

Rick Sherman (contact info 

on page 4) 

and it can be done for surprisingly 

less money than you would think.  

There are many benefits, including 

virtually no weeding and a nice 

raised-bed access.   

We love to collect examples of 

innovative gardens in Oregon.  For 

this school year, we are looking for 

a volunteer school who will want 

to pilot a very unique straw bale 

garden.  Ideal locations would be 

where there are poor growing 

conditions, especially poor soil.  

One can even be done on asphalt, 

and is perfect for a school who 

wants to try out a garden, and it is 

completely temporary! Check out 

the book “Straw Bale Gardens” by 

Joel Karsten.  If you are interested 

in hosting a site like this, please 

contact Rick Sherman at the con-

tact info on page 4. 

Two of the Farm to School and 

School Garden Network’s school 

garden goals are to increase the 

number of edible school gardens in 

Oregon, and to have at least one 

garden in every county.  One way 

to help reach these goals is a new 

idea where a school can try out a 

completely temporary garden that 

can be recycled after it’s done!  

This is called “straw bale gardens” 

Kelly 

Douglas 

showing  

off her       

creation 

Calling Garden Innovators 

New Regional School Garden Hubs Forming 

Some of the 15 Linn County 

Hub members meeting this 

summer 

“For this year, 

we are looking 

for a volunteer 

school who 

will want to 

pilot a very 

unique straw 

bale garden” 



tain portions of new materials to add 

to our inventory to send out to Ore-

gon schools and organizations. 

 

UPDATE UPDATE UPDATE!!! 

We are in the late stages of complet-

ing the rest of this project.  We will 

end up having 36 items!  When new 

items come online, they are placed on 

The Oregon Harvest for Schools is a 

program that was developed to pro-

mote and educate people about Ore-

gon grown produce.   

Initially, the program had 12 compo-

nents which included posters, Spanish 

& English newsletters, menu tem-

plates and an educational “poster 

activities” piece.  Funding was secured 

to print out the initial 12 items, many 

of which are still available to ship for 

free to schools and organizations in 

Oregon. The next phases of the pro-

ject expanded this from the initial 12 

items to include 14 new fruits and 

veggies, plus new items like a pass-

port and stickers, and farmer’s post-

ers.  The “poster activities” were 

reconfigured to a more user-friendly 

“Classroom Connections” education-

al supplement.  As funding has be-

come available, we have printed cer-

the website (see below) for down-

loading.  We are trying to secure 

additional funding to enable us to 

print out hard copies to ship out to 

Oregon schools and organizations for 

free.   

Not only are we highlighting Oregon 

fruits and veggies as normal, but we 

are able to highlight other Oregon-

produced foods in the dairy, meat, 

seafood and grains categories.  

The website will go through a rede-

sign and re-launch early in the 2014-

15 school year.  Check the website 

often to see the new happenings. 

There is an order form on the web-

site, fill this out and email it to the 

address provided for free materials.  

The website is at: 

www.ode.state.or.us/go/h4s  

Office of Learning 

255 Capitol St NE 

Salem, OR 97310 

 

Phone: 503-947-5863 

Fax: 503-378-5156 

e-mail: rick.sherman@state.or.us 

 

This newsletter is planned to be published quarterly by the 

Oregon Farm to School and School Garden Department 

(ODE FSSG) of Oregon Department of Education, Office 

of Learning, Child Nutrition Programs.   

ODE FSSG is part of the Oregon Farm to School and 

School Garden Network.  For a listing of the network’s 

goals and resources, please visit the “Resources” section 

of the website on the left. 

Do you have an interesting photo or school garden 

story you’d like to share?  Please forward to Rick 

Sherman at the address on the left. 

Oregon Department of Education 
 

Oregon Harvest for Schools 

www.ode.state.or.us/

go/f2sgardens 




