Update: 8/03/2026
Oregon Department of Education Farm to Child Nutrition Programs Competitive Reimbursement Grant
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
This FAQ is intended to answer questions regarding the Competitive Reimbursement Grant for Oregon Grown & Processed Food (CRG).
The CRG is designed to encourage and sustain grantees' successful efforts to purchase Oregon-grown and processed foods beyond the non-competitive reimbursement grant (NCRG).
Current Biennium Information:
The 2025-2027 CRG RFA can be located here: https://oregonbuys.gov/bso/external/bidDetail.sda?docId=S-58100-00017390&external=true&parentUrl=close

2025-27 CRG Reimbursement: While the noncompetitive reimbursement grant covers 100% of eligible purchases, these additional competitive grant funds reimburse eligible food purchases at 75%.
This structure is intentional. By reimbursing a portion of eligible food costs, ODE can distribute available competitive funds across more sponsors and support a greater volume of Oregon food purchases statewide.
In previous CRG opportunities, applicants could receive points for providing matching funds. Because the 75% reimbursement rate already includes a sponsor contribution toward eligible food purchases, the current program does not include a separate scoring category for matching funds. This approach allows ODE to support continued investment in Oregon-grown and processed foods while making competitive funding available to more eligible grantees.
General questions
1. Q: Is this a separate grant from the Farm to CNP Non-Competitive Reimbursement Grant?
A: Yes. The Competitive Farm to CNP Reimbursement Grant is a separate funding opportunity available only to grantees that have already received and fully spent their Farm to CNP Non-Competitive Reimbursement Grant funds. The competitive grant provides additional funding to support and sustain Oregon food purchasing beyond the non-competitive award. Even though this is a separate grant, it is an addition to the original non-competitive award, and the original non-competitive agreements will be amended for grantees that are successful in obtaining a CRG.
2. Q: Where does the money for this grant come from?
A: A portion of the total ODE Farm to CNP Grant Program allocation is budgeted for the CRG. Additional CRG funds come from Farm to CNP noncompetitive reimbursement grant dollars that have been returned or reallocated from grantees who are unable to spend their full awards. These funds are redistributed through a competitive process to eligible sponsors so that they can continue expanding their Oregon food purchases.
Application/eligibility Questions
3. Q: Who is eligible to apply?
A: Following ORS 336.431 and OAR 581-017-0717, to be eligible, an applicant must meet both of the following requirements:
1. Currently have an executed Farm to CNP Non-Competitive Reimbursement Grant, and
2. Have a zero balance remaining in their Farm to CNP Non-Competitive Reimbursement Grant award, as well as any previously awarded CRG award for this biennium.
4. Q: Am I guaranteed funding if I am eligible?
A: No. Funding is awarded competitively based on application scores and availability of funds. Meeting eligibility requirements allows eligible sponsors to apply but does not guarantee funding.
5. Q: Will ODE F2CNP notify me if I’m eligible to apply? 
A: Yes. In the email approving the last claim for your CNP Non-Competitive Reimbursement Grant, you will be notified you are now eligible to apply for the CRG.
6. Q: Can I apply more than once?
A: Yes. Eligible applicants may submit an application during any round in which they are eligible throughout the application period as shown in the RFA.
7. Q: When can I apply?
A: Once the RFA is posted and at any time you become eligible during the application period. Applications are reviewed and awarded in multiple rounds throughout the biennium. Detailed information about closing dates per round is in the RFA.
8. Q: If I miss one round, can I still apply later?
A: Yes. Applications may be submitted at any time during the open application period; provided eligibility requirements have been met.
Awarding questions
10: Q: How is funding determined?
A: The CRG is set up with maximum award amounts depending on the size of the original non-competitive grant. Details of award amounts are included in the RFA.
11. Q: Can ODE award less than the maximum award?
A: Yes. ODE reserves the right to award less than the maximum amount depending on available funding and program needs.

Reimbursement questions
12. Q: Are all expenses reimbursed at 75%?
A: No. Eligible Oregon food purchases are reimbursed at 75%. Other approved non-food costs are reimbursed using the same structure as the non-competitive grant, which is 100% of the cost of the purchase, up to 25% of the total award. For example, if you purchase $100 of eligible Oregon food and incur $100 in eligible transportation costs, reimbursement would be $75 for food plus $100 for transportation, for a total reimbursement of $175.
13. Q: How is this done? Do I have to figure out the 75%?
A: No. The Grantee will submit the CRG excel claim workbook, filled out with full allowable expenses. The claim workbook will include formulas to automatically calculate the claim subtotals. Results are communicated back with the approved amount to enter into EGMS.
14. Q: Are other costs eligible for reimbursement in addition to food purchases?
A: Yes. As with the noncompetitive reimbursement grant, up to 25% of the awarded funds may be used for other reasonable costs associated with procuring Oregon foods. Details are in the RFA.
	
	
	



