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ODE Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) FAQ

Food 
1. Q. Can trail mix, nuts or dried fruit qualify under FFVP?  
A. No. Only fresh fruit and vegetables can be served.  
2. Q. Can fruit smoothies, veggie pizzas and fruit pizzas be provided under the FFVP?  
A. No. Only fresh fruit and vegetables can be served.  
 3. Q. Are dips allowed?  
A. Dips may not be used for fruits. However, in the interest of promoting the consumption of vegetables, 1 tablespoon of low fat and non-fat dips may accompany vegetables on occasion. 
4. Q. Are herbs or edible flowers allowed?  
A. No, herbs and edible flowers are not considered fruits or vegetables. 
5. Q. Are fresh fruit mixes, medleys or salads allowed?  
A. These items are not recommended because Oregon FFVP has certain unallowable varieties of fruits and vegetables which may be included in fruit mixes. Each FFVP item, including variety, should be listed on the claim form, and fruit mixes usually do not list items included. These items are allowed on a case-by-case basis but are not recommended for purchase. 
6. Q. Can cooked vegetables be provided and reimbursed in the FFVP?  
A. Vegetables that cannot be eaten raw may be served cooked up to once per week. The vegetables must be fresh; not frozen, canned or dried, and must be accompanied by a nutrition education lesson. Schools may not claim any additional ingredients that are part of cooking or serving the vegetable. 
Service Logistics 
1. Q. What are the FFVP hours of operation?  
A. The program is available only during the school day, not before or after regular school hours.  
2. Q. Can the fresh fruits and vegetables be served at the same time as the breakfast or lunch program but in a separate part of the cafeteria?  
A. No. The FFVP cannot be provided at the same time as the breakfast or lunch program. 
3. Q. Can the fresh fruits and vegetables be served as kids are leaving school?  
A. No. FFVP must be served during the school day and consumed on site at the time of service.   
4. Q. How many times during the school week must fresh fruits and vegetables be offered?  
A. FFVP service is at the discretion of the service site. Schools should offer fresh fruits and vegetables as many times as possible during the school week.  
5. Q. Does FFVP need to be offered the entire school year or can schools choose to offer the program a limited number of months? 
A. FFVP should be offered throughout the entire school year and not limited to certain months. One goal of the program is to effect a change in eating habits and a continual exposure to fresh fruits and vegetables is necessary/beneficial in making this change.  
6. Q: Are there any requirements for serving sizes?  
A. No. Produce should be presented in a way that it will be easily identified by students.  Encourage students to enjoy fruits and vegetables in their original state.  It is up to the school to determine appropriate types and sizes of produce to serve.  Keep in mind that the appropriate types and sizes will depend on student age and preference as well as the ways you offer fruits and vegetables.   
7. Q. What can I do with leftovers from FFVP? 
A. Leftovers that cannot be easily used in the FFVP can be added to other meal programs as extra food only to avoid waste but cannot be used to fulfill a meal component and must be accounted for in the weekly dietary specifications (calories, saturated fat, and sodium) to ensure compliance with the USDA Meal Pattern. Leftovers can also be served as an additional snack outside of meal service but must be offered equally to all students and served with food safety standards-aligned practices. 
8. Q. Does a nutrition education flyer posted on the FFVP cart meet the nutrition education requirement? 
A. Nutrition education is expected to be delivered to all students as part of FFVP service. The nutrition education flyer posted on the FFVP cart during the FFVP service might not be read or noticed by all students. Thus, the information on your flyer also needs to be shared with the students in other ways. 
Purchasing 
1. Q. How do schools purchase produce for FFVP? 
A. Through wholesalers, brokers, local grocery stores, farmers markets, directly from growers.  
2. Q. Do schools have to submit all supporting documentation with their claim for reimbursement?  
A. No, however, they must maintain this information for review for a period of three years + the current year.  
3. Q. Are schools required to have separate purchase orders/invoices for the FFVP?  
A. No, provided they can demonstrate on the orders which purchases pertain to the FFVP.  
4. Q. Can we buy equipment and supplies or pay for labor with FFVP funding? 
A. Yes. Up to 30% of the grant award is available for operating costs directly related to FFVP, and up to 10% of the grant award is allowed for administrative costs. To purchase any large equipment (for example, refrigerators, coolers, portable kiosks, carts, and portable food bars) an SFA must complete and submit an FFVP Equipment Request Form to the ODE FFVP team for approval prior to purchasing the equipment. 
5. Q. Can FFVP funds be used to purchase Nutrition Education Materials?  
A. No, we suggest that schools find other means to fund the cost of nutrition education materials. There are free education materials offered on the ODE FFVP webpage. 
6. Q. Can schools use FFVP funds for promotional costs?  
A. No, costs associated with promotional activities cannot be funded by the FFVP.  
7. Q. Can we purchase and serve precut and packaged fresh fruits and vegetables from a vendor? 
A. Yes. 
8. Q. Can schools bid FFVP, NSLP, and SBP produce purchases together? 
A. Yes. However, schools must be able to document which items are purchased for the FFVP because the funding for FFVP is separate from the meal programs. 
9. Q. How will FFVP costs be reimbursed?  
A. FFVP is a cost reimbursement program, not an entitlement program like NSLP. The amount of the grant for each school is based on a per student amount and the school K-8 enrollment. Claims are submitted based on actual costs, not on the number of children served. 
10. Q. Can we apply for the grant if we are a small charter school or residential childcare institution (RCCI)? 
A. Yes. However, charter schools and RCCIs must be elementary schools and operate the NSLP. 
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