
MEAL SERVICE MODELS 
WAIVER MATRIX 
ODE is aware that school districts are considering several meal service models and schedule types for SY 
2020-2021. Some of the most common options are listed below with waivers that could apply to the 
corresponding meal service models.  For the latest guidance related to operations during COVID-19, please 
review the COVID-19 FAQ for NSLP School Year 2020-21. 

WAIVER TYPE WAIVER SUMMARY 

Waives the requirement for senior high schools to participate in 
Offer Versus Serve during school year 2020-2021, thus allowing 
high schools to serve pre-plated meals in non-congregate or 
classroom settings. 

Offer Versus Serve 

Waives required NSLP meal service times to allow school operators 
more flexibility when planning various methods of non-congregate 
meal service. 

Alternative Meals Time 
CAFETERIA 

Allows operators experiencing supply issues to request a meal 
Almond Powder Milk pattern waiver for the affected procurement/delivery cycle. ODE 

FOOD 
CHECKLIST 

approves each request on a case-by-case basis. 
Almond Powder Milk 

Almond Powder Milk Almond Powder Milk Plant-Based Meat Meal Pattern 

Allows parents/guardians to pick up meals without children/adult 
participants present when providing sufficient proof of guardianship. 

HOWDY 
PARENTS! 

Grab & Go 
Meals Here 

Parent Pick-Up 

Waives the requirement that children be served in a congregate 
setting. Meals can be served via grab-and-go or home delivery to 
better facilitate physical distancing. 

Non-Congregate 
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MEAL SERVICE 
MODELS 

Social Distant Cafeteria 
Meals are served to students in 
the cafeteria with additional 
safety, distancing, and sanitation 
practices implemented. 

NON-CONGREGATE MEAL SERVICE WAIVER 
Meal Service Model: 
Offsite Meals 

Possible Waiver Application: 
Utilized in conjunction with the Alternative Mealtime Waiver, districts can: 
• Send breakfast home with students at the end of each day. 

Offsite Meals, Mobile Cafeterias, Socially Distant Cafeterias, Meals in Classrooms 

Possible Waiver Application: 
Districts can offer longer meal service times in the 
cafeteria to promote social distancing. Schedule Type: 

Distance Learning 
Districts can offer separate meal service times for A/B Schedule 
distance learning students. See above In-Classroom Learning 

PARENT MEAL PICK UP WAIVER 

Meal Service Model: 
Offsite Meals 

Possible Waiver Application: Schedule Type: 
Parents can bring their child’s scannable ID badge for Distance Learning 
quick, contactless pick up of meals.  A/B Schedule 

MEAL PATTERN WAIVER 

SCHEDULE TYPE 
In-Classroom Learning
Students attend school onsite 
each day. 

Distance Learning 
Students attend school offsite 
each day. 

A/B Schedule 
Students rotate between 
in-classroom learning and 
distance learning. 

Meal Service Model: 
Offsite Meals, Mobile Cafeterias, Socially Distant Cafeterias, Meals in Classrooms 

Possible Waiver Application: 
Districts can request this waiver if they are having a hard 
time procuring a specific milk type or a sub-group for the 
vegetable component.  

OFFER VERSUS SERVE MEAL SERVICE WAIVER 
Meal Service Model: 

Schedule Type: 
Distance Learning 
A/B Schedule 
In-Classroom Learning 

Offsite Meals, Mobile Cafeterias, Socially Distant Cafeterias, Meals in Classrooms 

Possible Waiver Application: 
Districts can offer pre-plated meals in the classroom Schedule Type: 
instead of a communal cafeteria. Distance Learning 

A/B Schedule 
Districts can offer pre-plated meals for grab and go meals. In-Classroom Learning 
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Meals in the Classroom 
Meals are served to students 
in the classroom. 

Mobile Cafeterias 
Meals are served on mobile 
food carts located throughout 
a school’s campus. 

Offsite Meals 
Students that elect to continue 
distance learning are provided 
meals through delivery or a 
grab-and-go model. 

• Provide multiple meals 
• Setup an offsite pick-up location for grab & go meals 
• Districts can offer meals via household delivery 

Schedule Type: 
Distance Learning 
A/B Schedule 

ALTERNATIVE MEALTIME WAIVER 

Meal Service Model: 




