
 

 

NO to All Options

Is this item in the Food 
Buying Guide?

Y: Follow blue arrows.

N: Choose another option.

Is this item a directly 
delivered USDA Food?

Y: Follow green arrows.

N: Choose another option.

Does this item have a 
Manufacturer Product 

Formulation Statement?

Y: Follow purple arrows.

N: Choose another option.

Does this item have a Child 
Nutrition (CN) Label on the 

outer packaging of the 
product?

Y: Follow brown arrows.

N: Choose another option

Meat/Meat 

Alternate 

Component 

Take a photo, 

photocopy, or 

cut around the 

actual CN Label. 

If you have a 

watermarked 

CN Label, keep 

the invoices to 

match with 

product codes. 

Click here to see 

a CN Label. 

 

 

 

Does the MPSF have all 

the required elements? 

Click here to check. 

 

Keep a copy of the 

signed MPFS on file. 

 

Obtain the USDA 

Foods in Schools 

Product Information 

Sheet 

Click here to access 

information sheets 

 

Keep a copy of the USDA 

Foods in Schools Product 

Information Sheet on file 

 

Item does NOT  contribute to 

meal pattern 

 

Find the 

matching 

item by 

using the 

Food Item 

Search Tool 

 

Use the serving size per meal 

pattern contribution 

information to credit item 

 

Keep a copy of the 

food label  on file 

 

Choose another option. 

Meat/Meat Alternate Crediting Flow Chart 

Instructions: 

• Start in the circle in the center.  

• Follow the arrows to use the different crediting 

methods and to determine documentation 

requirements for each method. 

 

 

 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/labeling#HowdoIidentifyaCNlabel
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/labeling/tips-evaluating-pfs
https://www.fns.usda.gov/usda-fis/product-information-sheets

