
 
Information Regarding New Legislation Increasing Maximum Capacity  
 
The Child Care Commission successfully sponsored legislation that will allow a 
maximum of 16 children in a certified family child care home.  Governor Kulongoski has 
signed it into law and it will go into effect on January 1, 2006.  Until the law goes into 
effect no provider may take more than 12 children.  
 
 The Child Care Division (the division) is working with providers and partners to develop 
the rules for providers who wish to take more than 12 children.  It is our goal to have 
substantial provider input into these rules.  To accomplish that goal, the Child Care 
Commission will convene a group of certified family child care providers to review and 
comment on the rules that are being developed.  After that meeting, the resulting draft 
will be sent to all currently certified providers for your input. 
 
Below are answers to some questions that certified providers have been asking.  
 
 
 
I heard that I can begin caring for more children immediately.  Is that true? 

No. The law that authorizes the change does not go into effect until January 2006.  
If you are interested in taking additional children, you may call your certifier for 
more information in December. The earliest you can apply is January 2006. 

 
What do I do if I want to enroll additional children? 

Beginning January 1, 2006, you may apply to the division for a change to your 
maximum capacity. A licensing specialist (your certifier) will visit you and 
review the rules that apply to the increased enrollment. 

 
Will all current Certified Family Homes automatically qualify to take up to 16 
children? 

No.  After you submit an application, the licensing specialist will make a visit. 
When the licensor has determined that you have met the regulations, you will be 
authorized to take the additional children.  
 

Will the rules be changed to cover the additional number of children? 
Yes.  Some of the areas under consideration include square footage, training, and 
staffing.   The rules for taking up to 12 children are not being reviewed at this 
time 
 



What is the process for writing the new rules?  Will providers have input? 
Yes. The rule revision process will be as inclusive as possible.  Here’s how it will 
work: 

1. The Child Care Division develops a working draft of suggested rule 
changes.  Timeline: August. 

2. The Child Care Commission hosts a meeting with representatives from 
provider organizations to review and comment on the draft. Timeline: 
August. 

3. A revised draft is sent to all currently certified family home providers for 
additional comment.  Providers with internet access will be able to do this 
online. Timeline: September. 

4. The division makes any final changes and presents the draft to the 
Commission for Child Care for final review. Timeline: October. 

5. A public hearing is held on the final draft and rules published.  Timeline: 
November. 

6. Applications for increased numbers accepted by the division. Timeline: 
January 1, 2006. 

 
Does the new legislation make changes to Registered Family Homes?   

No, the legislation only applies to Certified Family Homes. 
 

 


