
Harvesting Timber



Historical Harvesting Methods

● Sustainability 

Management vs. Clearing

● Tools

○ Fire

● Controlled Harvest 

● Uses:

○ Canoes

○ Plankhouses

○ Art

○ Clothing/Basketry

○ Tools



Digging Stick

Adze

Axe

Images from AMNH Collections: Pacific Northwest Coast

Axe

Bone Knife

Bark Cutter

https://anthro.amnh.org/collections?_gl=1*iqk3wg*_ga*MTY0MTg2NzM2NS4xNjY3OTMwNTIw*_ga_HS7PJLLHNH*MTY2NzkzMDUxOS4xLjEuMTY2NzkzMDgzNy4wLjAuMA..
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Modern Harvesting Methods

● Logging

● Continued emphasis on sustainability

● Greater diversity in trees and plants

● Balance between harvesting for income, 

harvesting for culture, restoring diversity 

and long-term land viability. 

● Examples of Practices:

○ Trees are thinned to accommodate 

foraging areas for elk and deer.  

○ Brush is cut by hand instead of using 

aerial herbicides

○ Prescribed burns control slash and 

enable certain growth that benefit the 

ecosystem.

Michael Wilson, former Director of Natural Resources for the Confederated Tribes of the 

Grand Ronde, on part of the tribe's acreage.

Watch: Green Feathers | A Story of Native American Logging

https://youtu.be/eepu1LPZSlQ


Managing Native Lands

● The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 

manages approximately 11,000 acres of land 

surrounding Grand Ronde, OR and other 

significant areas within the state. 

● The Tribe’s 2013-2022 Natural Resources 

Management Plan (NRMP) allows an average 

annual timber harvest of 7.12 million 

board feet. 

● The Tribe must work with surrounding 

agencies, such as Bureau of Land 

Management, the United States Forest 

Service, and private landowners.

● Money from the timber harvest goes back to 

the Tribe and its people. 



Resources

● Timber and Roads | Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde

● AMNH Division of Anthropology Collections

● Native American Loggers in Oregon

● Native American Tribes Gaining Recognition For Timber And Forestry 

Practices

● CTGR Maps | Reservation

● Reservation Road Map

https://www.grandronde.org/services/natural-resources/timber-and-roads/
https://anthro.amnh.org/collections?_gl=1*iqk3wg*_ga*MTY0MTg2NzM2NS4xNjY3OTMwNTIw*_ga_HS7PJLLHNH*MTY2NzkzMDUxOS4xLjEuMTY2NzkzMDgzNy4wLjAuMA
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/native_american_loggers_in_oregon/#.Y2qYtOzMK3I
https://www.klcc.org/nature/2019-01-30/native-american-tribes-gaining-recognition-for-timber-and-forestry-practices
https://maps.grandronde.org/PublicGallery/map.html?webmap=a32a15f070e94f88af962d3a992a3da6
https://www.grandronde.org/media/1189/frontdeskmap.pdf

