
Changing Land, Enduring People: 
The Dawes Act and Land Loss

3rd Grade 
Social Sciences



Essential Questions

What was the Dawes Act and how did it affect tribal 

lands and lifeways?



Nine Federally 
Recognized Tribes in 
Oregon

Which Tribe is closest to you?
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• What do you notice in this map?

• How many Tribes are on the map?

Early Map of Oregon 
Tribes’ Homelands
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https://www.native-languages.org/maps.htm

https://www.native-languages.org/maps.htm


• What do you notice in this map?

• How many Tribes are on the map?

Current Map of 
Oregon Tribal Lands
and Reservations
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https://www.nwcphp.org/docs/tribes-toolkit/tribal/oregon.html

https://www.nwcphp.org/docs/tribes-toolkit/tribal/oregon.html


• Borders of Oregon Tribes’ homelands changed frequently.

• Everything changed when European American settlers came and wanted the land.

• No one was good at making maps back then.

Why Maps of Native American Lands Are Not Exact
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• What did the Dawes Act do to 
Oregon Tribes?

Reading and Discussion
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Indian_Land_for_Sale.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Indian_Land_for_Sale.jpg


These Oregon Tribes have recently 
recovered land 

• Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde

• Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs

• Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of 
Indians

• Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower 
Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians

• Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians

A few Land Care Partnerships

• Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish 
Commission (CRITFC)

• Umatilla River Restoration 

• Coquille Indian Tribe Cooperative 
Management 

• Warm Springs Forest Research 
Partnership

Today: Land Recovery and Land Care Partnerships
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Self-assessment
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# Did I… Sort of Yes

1

explain the effects of the Dawes Act on 
Oregon Tribes?

2

describe how Tribes today are working to 
get their land back?
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