
 

         

 
   

 
 

 
             

         
         

     
         

             
             

       
             
         

       
           

         
     

       

 

 
 

                     
                         

                         
                           

     

 
     
                             

                           
                     
                         

    

                             
                           

       

 

     
 
 

     

 

 

 
                       
                           

                     
                           
                           

      

  

                        

                    

                     
              

                       
                      

  

                         
             

                       
   

 
 
 

 FOSTER CARE  
TRANSPORTATION GUIDANCE 

ODHS COUNTY COVID TRANSPORTATION GUIDANCE AND 
BRANCHES  SAFETY: FOSTER CARE 

An LEA must collaborate with the local TRANSPORTATION 
ODHS caseworkers and offices to Transportation is a critical component of educational stability, to help students 
develop and implement clear written remain in their school of origin. To facilitate transportation for foster care students, 
procedures governing how the LEA must collaborate with ODE and ODHS to ensure that transportation is 

transportation to maintain children in provided, arranged, and funded, for the duration of the child’s time in foster care. 

foster care in their schools of origin, ESEA 1112 (c)(5)(B) 

when in their best interest, will be 
provided, arranged and funded. 
Contact the local ODHS office in your 
county when questions arise while 
developing your district transportation 

TITLE I‐A REQUIREMENTS 
Title I funds, available to LEAs, may be used to pay additional costs needed to 
transport children in foster care to their schools of origin. Please note, however, that 
funds reserved for comparable services for homeless children and youth under 
Section 1113(c)(3)(A)(i) of ESEA may not be used to provide transportation for foster 

plan. An ODHS caseworkers should be care youth. 
included in the development of 
individual student’s plans. 

Even if an LEA does not offer and/or provide transportation to children who are not 
in foster care, it must ensure that transportation is provided to children in foster 

ODHS County Branch Office care. ESEA 1112 (c)(5)(B) 

Oregon School Districts by 
County Map 

STATE SCHOOL FUND 

OAR-581-023-0040 
Approved Transportation Costs 

FOSTER CARE 

REIMBURSEMENT 
2020‐21 Reimbursement Form 

TRANSPORTATION PLANS 

Districts must maintain educational stability for children in foster care to provide 
students with the opportunity to achieve at the same high levels as their peers 
during the 2020‐21 school year. This includes limiting educational disruption by 
keeping children who move while in foster care (due to entering the foster care 
system or changing placements) in their schools of origin, unless their best interest is 
to change schools. 

REQUIRED 

❏ Send school notification forms directly to the district point of contact. 

❏ Continue school of origin considerations, regardless of instructional model. 

❏ Coordinate and communicate an enrollment plan for immediate enrollment of 
foster care students, particularly in distance learning. 

❏ Report any health issues/testing with foster care students to the Oregon 
Department of Human Services (DHS) as well as the foster family. 

RECOMMENDED 

⇨ Provide procedure for DHS staff to check out technology and support distance 
learning for students in temporary lodging placements.

⇨ Consider additional supports, including technology training, to address foster care 
parent concerns. 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/fosteringconnections/Pages/default.aspx
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=276372
https://odemail-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/cooksonj_ode_state_or_us/ESdke6N2qk1Bq3f3_o1nJRMB4FvPbHbge4nSkYdd7cDwaA
https://odemail-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/cooksonj_ode_state_or_us/EWVsobriBDRKsoP0ucPl6SoBNvNekyAig0c2DgAfmFh09A


 

 

        

      
       

   

      

        
   

      
 

 

 

  
       

         
         

             
           

        
       

           
           
             

             
             

       

         
       

 

 
 

 
                   

             

                   
                   
                       

          

         

                  
                 

     

                  
   

                    
   

 
 

           
 

           

                           
                       
                         

                         
                     

                           
                  

                               
                               

                           
                       

                             
                       
                       
                             

   

                        

     
                        

                            
 

                          
                           

                  
                         
               

                  
                      

                           
      

                      

               

RESOURCES FOR 
TRANSPORTATION 
 Type 10 Activity Manual 
 School‐House Connection article: 

Transportation for Students in 
Foster Care 

 ODE Transportation Guidance 
 ODE &ODHS Notification and 

Transportation Process‐GRAPHIC 
 LEA transportation plan 

template 

TRANSPORTATION FOR 
VOLUNTARY PLACEMENT 
IN SUBSTITUTE CARE 

OAR 413-020-0070 
Under a Voluntary Placement 
Agreement, the parent or legal 
guardian retains legal authority over 
the child and is obligated to continue 
to exercise and perform all parental 
authority and legal responsibilities. 
Transportation for children voluntary 
placed in substitute care when the 
parent is the legal and/or custodial 
guardian is provided and the child shall 
be considered a resident for the school 
purpose in the school district in which 
the child resides. 

Refer to ORS 339.134 for more 
guidance on school and 
transportation. 

DEVELOPING THE TRANSPORTATION PLAN: GUIDANCE FOR LEA’S AND ODHS OFFICES 

ODE Guidance for LEA Points of Contact 

Transportation procedures must ensure that students in foster care needing 
transportation to their school district/school of origin will promptly receive 
transportation and that this transportation is provided for the duration of the 
student’s time in foster care. 

This guidance is intended to: 

 Assist school districts in understanding their obligation under ESSA 
regarding transportation for foster care students to their school 
district/school of origin 

 Outline the necessary steps to take when implementing ESSA’s 
transportation requirement 

 Assist in developing individual foster student school district/school of origin 
transportation plans. 

DETERMINATION OF RESIDENCE: ORS 339.133 

SCHOOL STABILITY AND STUDENT SUCCESS 

The Every Student Succeeds Act provides all children and youth in foster care with 
core protections for school stability and school access. Additionally, the passage of 
the Fostering Connections Act of 2008 was a significant step towards supporting the 
importance of school stability for children in foster care in Federal law. The 
legislation requires child welfare agencies to collaborate with educational agencies to 
keep children in foster care in the same school when living placements change, if 
remaining in that school is in their best interest. 

Students who are in foster care are eligible to have the right to school of origin 
transportation, even if the school is in the same district as where they reside. Due to 
the pandemic, school buildings may be closed or not be accessible on specific days 
for students. Students may need continued support and access to their learning 
through day care centers and other non‐school sites who may be open to students as 
safe learning spaces. Foster care students who participate in online instruction and 
access learning while at these sites ‐‐ whether during, before or after the regular 
school day – are entitled to transportation similar to that received to a regular school 
of origin. 

Below are the considerations to take when determining school of origin. 

SCHOOL OF ORIGIN: 
 School in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement 

 Child must remain in the school of origin until a best interest finding is 
made 

 IF the child’s foster care placement changes, the school of origin is the 
school in which the child is enrolled at the time of the placement change. 

 Child welfare caseworker provides the school transportation form with 
school of origin information and best interest finding, as it applies, to the 
school district Foster Care Point of Contact. 

 Child welfare caseworker will develop the transportation plan in 
collaboration with the LEA POC when school notification is provided. This 
should occur as soon as possible of the student being placed in foster care 
child welfare custody. 

 Best Interest Finding is ONLY needed for changing school of origin. 

Ensuring Educational Stability for Children in Foster Care 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/ptf/Documents/type10manual.pdf
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:8e3ce9c9-0e58-4a44-8fdd-e20cabcd261c#pageNum=1
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/FC-transportation-guide.pdf
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:8e3ce9c9-0e58-4a44-8fdd-e20cabcd261c
https://odemail-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/cooksonj_ode_state_or_us/EehsC0_jP8dElfhX0_63sJoBrTjqP7SnkguXyn5YUcsCjQ
https://odemail-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/cooksonj_ode_state_or_us/EY46zlfYyHBCuHAcHK113y4B-Umo4b3q1SYnXVLpaV6pnw
https://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/339.133
https://oregon.public.law/rules/oar_413-020-0070#:~:text=The%20Department%20must%20use%20a%20Voluntary%20Placement%20Agreement,or%20mental%20disorder%20or%20developmental%20or%20physical%20disability.
https://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/339.134#:~:text=ORS%20339.134%20-%20Residency%20of%20child%20voluntarily%20placed,child%C2%92s%20home%20and%20living%20in%20substitute%20care%20program
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/fosteringconnections/Documents/fctransportationrequestform.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/fosteringconnections/Documents/dhsfcschoolnotificationform.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonregulatorguide.pdf

