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What the Law Says
To ensure compliance with the federal Every Student Succeeds Act, school districts and ODHS Child Welfare agency must complete these steps to determine the school of origin when a child is placed into foster care or changes foster care placement.
· Determination of residency of student for school purposes ORS 339.133 
· Residency of child voluntarily placed outside child’s home and living in substitute care program ORS 339.134
· Child Welfare Programs - Chapter 413 Division 105 EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR A CHILD OR YOUNG ADULT IN SUBSTITUTE CARE OAR 413-105-0030
This document outlines scenarios assuming that ODHS child welfare has foster care custody. Please refer to the links below if you have a case involving a different scenario, as these instances have different procedures:
· Students with Disabilities: Oregon Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (ODDS) 
· Tribal students: Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA)
Scenarios

No Change in District or School 
If a child is placed into ODHS Child Welfare Foster Care Custody or there is a change in living arrangement: 
· The ODHS child welfare must notify the school district Foster Care Point of Contact within one day of when a student has been placed in foster care or when the student has a change in his or her living arrangements.  Notification from the ODHS Child Welfare caseworker must be sent to the district on the ODHS Child Welfare School Notification form.
· The school or district POC immediately updates the student’s foster care status in the student database, including parent rights. 
· Parents are removed from accessing the student information system. ALL education and medical decisions transfer to the foster parent and ODHS caseworker. ODHS is the legal custodian. School questions should be directed to the foster parent or the ODHS caseworker.
· The student will remain in their school of origin.
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If the residence of the foster care placement results in a change to the student’s school of origin: 
· The ODHS child welfare caseworker documents the placement using the School Notification form, notifying the school of a student’s new residence placement, as soon as it is available. The Best Interest Determination process begins.
· The student must remain in their school of origin until the Best Interest Finding is completed. 
· The time it takes to get the Best Interest Finding in court varies.
· The ODHS caseworker presents documents to the court for a change of school of origin to be a school located in the district of origin or district of residence of the new placement. 
· School decisions or options outside of the school district/school of origin/district of residence may require the foster family to seek an inter-district transfer, which is not always granted.
· The ODHS child welfare caseworker must complete a NEW ODHS Child Welfare School Notification form and have it signed and dated by the judge or designee documenting the decision and outcome of the Best Interest Finding, and outlining the next steps.  
· The NEW School Notification form is provided to the district POC for both the school of origin and the new school/district. This form completion procedure serves as both the Entry and Exit notification.
· The enrolling school must request records from the previous school/district within one to five school days.
Transportation
The district and ODHS child welfare determine the child’s school district/school of origin: 
· The district POC and ODHS child welfare caseworker will develop and implement a plan to provide, arrange, and fund the transportation within five school days (for routes outside the normal school boundary).
· The district/school Liaison / POC will coordinate with the school district transportation department to implement the plan. 
· The district and ODHS caseworker will arrange interim transportation until permanent transportation plans are in place.
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Change in School district, School of Origin placement is determined (Best Interest Finding): 

· The student must immediately be enrolled in the new school. The new school must request the student’s records from the school of origin within one to five school days of initial enrollment.
· The school of origin will send the student’s records within five school days of receiving the original request.
· The ODHS caseworker will provide the new school with as much information as possible about the student (such as age, grade and academic history) to ensure appropriate support and placement until the school receives relevant records from the school of origin.
Resources
· Developing Transportation Procedures for Students in ODHS Custody
· ODE Foster Care Website	
· Oregon Department of Human Services (ODHS) – Foster Care
· ODHS Child Welfare School Notification
· ODHS Child Welfare Procedure Manual
· USEd Non-Regulatory Guidelines: Ensuring Educational Stability for Children in Foster Care
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