




[bookmark: Attendance_is_Important_for_Every_Studen]Talking points for Educators to use with students: Attendance is Important for Every Student
Talking with your students about how coming to school every day helps them succeed can make a significant difference in their attendance. These points can help you talk about the importance of regular school attendance with students. Discussions about attendance should center on empathy, support, and finding collaborative solutions.
Let’s talk about why showing up to school every day makes a big difference!
You add a unique presence to the learning community, and the learning journey is richer and deeper when classroom peers learn together. Students with regular attendance are much more likely to do well in school and beyond. 
[bookmark: Here's_why_attendance_matters_so_much:]Here's why attendance matters so much:
1. When you show up, the whole class benefits. We learn better together. Every voice matters, and we all help each other grow.
2. Being here every day helps you build strong habits. Just like brushing your teeth or practicing a sport, showing up to school regularly helps you stay on track and grow your skills.
3. Attendance matters every day for students of all ages. When you are here regularly, you’re more likely to keep showing up and doing well in later grades too. Students who are in school regularly are more likely to read well and do well in math.
4. Learning builds each day. Missing just one day every couple of weeks can add up fast. When you miss the learning from previous days, it can be really hard to catch up or understand the new ideas that the class is covering. That’s why it’s important to be here as much as you can. Every day counts!
5. Every day you’re absent, the opportunity to learn something new is lost. Even when you’re gone for a good reason, it’s hard to make up everything that happens during class time.
6. By middle and high school, showing up becomes even more important. Students who miss too many days may fall behind, and it can be harder to stay on track for graduation—but support is always here when you need it!
7. I am here to help! If you need help coming to school every day, please let me or another staff member know. We care about you!
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