
 

      
     

     
 

 
               

            
               

            
                 

              
              

     
  

                   
             

 
             

      
 

            
               

               
               
              

              
              

 
 

                
                
                

          
                  

             
            

          
 

                 
               

                
                 

               
 

 

      
     

     

              
            

              
            

                 
              
              

     

                  
            

             
      

            
              

               
               
              

              
             
 

                
               
                

          
                   
              
             

          

                 
               

                
                 

               
 

      
     

     

              
            

              
            

                 
              
              

     

                  
            

             
      

            
              

               
               
              

              
             
 

                
               
                

          
                   
              
             

          

                 
               

                
                 

               
 

Guidance for Education Programs in Hospitals, 
Pediatric Nursing Facilities, and Licensed 
Residential Treatment Congregate Care Settings 

Education programs situated within or alongside hospitals, pediatric nursing facilities, DHS, OHA, and OYA 
licensed residential treatment congregate care settings operate under significantly different conditions than 
education programs situated within ESDs or school districts. Ready Schools, Safe Learners recognizes the 
significantly different educational landscapes between school districts and schools within districts. The 
purpose of this guidance is to: (1) clarify the applicability of Ready Schools, Safe Learners for education 
programs situated within or alongside Hospitals, Pediatric Nursing Facility, DHS, OHA, and OYA licensed 
residential treatment residential congregate care settings, and (2) establish exceptions that allow for limited 
in-person instruction within these settings. 

This document is meant to be a resource in combination with other guidance and resources on ODE’s Ready 
Schools, Safe Learners (RSSL) resource page, which has the most current information. 

Exceptions for In-Person Instruction within Hospitals, Pediatric Nursing Facility, DHS, OHA, and OYA 
licensed Residential Treatment Congregate Care Settings 

School districts or Education Service Districts providing educational programs entirely within hospitals, 
pediatric nursing facilities, DHS, OHA, and OYA licensed Residential Treatment congregate care facilities may 
elect to have in-person instruction, regardless of current Community Health Metrics data. Such a decision 
must be made with consultation with the School District’s or Education Service District’s partnering agency, 
such as the medical hospital, pediatric nursing facility, or residential treatment provider partner. School 
districts and Education Service Districts must meet the required Community Health Metrics or established 
exceptions within Ready Schools, Safe Learners for educational programs affiliated with Day Treatment 
programs. 

Students in residential congregate care settings can be considered a specific group of students eligible for 
limited in-person instruction under Ready Schools, Safe Learners (see section 0d Exceptions (2)). Under that 
criteria, an exception to meeting state and county metrics to return to limited in-person instruction under 
Comprehensive Distance Learning should be prioritized under the following conditions: 
● There have been no confirmed cases of COVID-19 among school staff or students in the past 14 days. 
● Schools fully comply with sections 1-3 of the Ready Schools, Safe Learners guidance. 
● Schools fully comply with Comprehensive Distance Learning Guidance for Limited In-Person Instruction, 

which includes further limitations on cohort sizes, time, and more. 

Ready Schools, Safe Learners applies to educational programs run by school districts and ESDs, but does not 
apply to the mental health operations treatment facilities. For instance, if Limited In-Person Instruction is 
provided for students enrolled in a day treatment program located in a private mental health facility, 
students may receive a maximum of 2 hours of in-person instruction. After the two hours of in-person 
instruction, students may remain at the private mental health facility property for mental health treatment 
services. 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/Planning-for-the-2020-21-School-Year.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/Planning-for-the-2020-21-School-Year.aspx

