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School Dental Screening Requirements

Oral health is an important part of a student’s overall health and success in school. This guidance document is meant to assist school districts in the implementation of dental screening requirements found in ORS 336.213 and ORS 336.214. Further information, including forms and certificates, can be found on ODE’s Dental Screening - Resources and Information webpage.

[bookmark: _Hlk186810104]ORS 336.213 Requires:
· School districts collect dental screening information for students 7 years of age or younger and who are beginning an educational program (includes prekindergarten) for the first time. Schools may perform dental screenings but are not required to. Schools must provide preventative dental care information to new students. Lastly, school districts shall report the percentage of students who fail to submit a screening certificate to the Oregon Department of Education by October 1 of each year. No later than December 1 each year, the Oregon Department of Education shall submit a summary to the Interim Legislative Committees on Education and to the Dental Director appointed by the Oregon Health Authority.
· A statement from parent or guardian releasing student seven years of age or younger from requirement to submit certification that student received dental screening within previous 12 months must include explanation of reason that dental screening is burden for student or parent or guardian of student.

ORS 336.214 Requires:
· A school district or prekindergarten program that causes a dental screening to be conducted of all students in one or more classrooms or in one or more grades where students are 14 years of age or younger, school district or prekindergarten program must provide students or parents or guardians of students the opportunity to request not to participate in dental screening.
Frequently Asked Questions

1. Are School Districts required to perform dental screenings?
· No, school districts are required to collect dental screening certificates and report data to ODE. Districts may choose to provide dental screenings to students. 

2. Do school districts need to obtain consent prior to conducting dental screenings?
· No. However, Per ORS 336.214, a school district or prekindergarten program that causes a dental screening to be conducted of all students in one or more classrooms or in one or more grades where the students are 14 years of age or younger must provide the students or the parents or guardians of the students an opportunity to request not to participate in the dental screening. In addition, ORS 336.214 requires that at least two weeks before a school district or prekindergarten program conducts a dental screening the school district or prekindergarten program must provide notice of the dental screening to parents and guardians that must:
· Explain that either a student or a parent or guardian of a student has the right to request in writing that the student not participate in the dental screening;
· Explain that, on the day of the dental screening, a student or a parent or guardian of a student may request, orally or in writing, that the student not participate in the screening; and
· Explain who will administer the dental screening and who will have access to the results of screening.

3. What does ORS 336.213 require districts to do?
· Districts must collect certification from students who are 7 years of age or younger and who are beginning an education program (new student) for the first time.
· Districts must provide dental resources and information.
· Districts must report to the Oregon Department of Education, by October 1st (for previous year), the percentage of new students who fail to submit dental screening certificate. 

4. Can parents or guardians opt-out their student from the dental screening requirement?
· Yes, a parent can opt their student out of the dental screening requirement in writing if:
· The student submitted certification to a prior education provider;
· The dental screening is contrary to the religious beliefs of the student or the parent or guardian of the student; or
· The dental screening is a burden: The dental screening is a burden for the student or the parent or guardian of the student when: 
(A) The cost of obtaining the dental screening is too high; 
(B) The student does not have access to a screener or;
(C) The student was unable to obtain an appointment with a screener

5. If my district wants to perform dental screening, what are the requirements?
· [bookmark: _Hlk195866204]If a district decides to perform or arrange with a community partner to provide dental screenings at school, OAR 581-021-0017 requires that these screenings be performed by 
[bookmark: _Hlk195862562](a) A dentist licensed under ORS chapter 679;
(b) A dental hygienist licensed under ORS 680.010 to 680.205;
(c) A Physician, Physician’s Assistant, Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine licensed by the Oregon Medical Board, a Nurse Practitioner licensed by the Oregon State Board of Nursing, or a Naturopathic Physician licensed by the Oregon State Board of Naturopathic Medicine.; or
(d) A person who is the following:
· An employee of an education provider or a volunteer designated by the education provider to perform a dental screening; and
· Who has completed training on how to perform a dental screening in accordance with guidelines established by the Dental Director appointed by the Oregon Health Authority.
· Screeners must provide results of the screening to the parents using the approved template of the Parent or Guardian Notification form, located on the Dental Screening - Resources and Information webpage.

6. How do School districts report data to ODE and what is the data used for?
· Districts collect screening data on new students who are 7 years of age or younger and who are beginning an education program for the first time. Data to be collected must include:
(a) Number of new students who submitted a dental screening certificate.
(b) Number of new students who opted-out and the reason the student opted-out.
(c) Number of new students who failed to submit certificate. 
· No later than Oct 1, districts must report to the Oregon Department of Education
· Number of new students who are age 7 years or younger 
· Percentage of new students who are 7 years or younger who failed to submit a dental screening certificate the previous year. 
· The number new students who are 7 years or younger that were opted out of receiving a dental screening 
· The reasons why students opted out. 
· No later than December 1 of each year, the Oregon Department of Education shall summarize school district reports of this subsection and submit the summary to the interim legislative committees on education and to the dental director appointed by the Oregon Health Authority.

7. ORS 336.213 requires school districts to “Provide the parent or guardian of each student with information”. Will the State provide standard information or resources for parents?
· ORS 336.214 requires the state dental director to develop standardized information for districts to distribute regarding dental screenings, follow-up exams or treatments, and preventive care including fluoride varnish, sealants, and daily brushing and flossing. Information can be found at ODE’s Dental Screening - Resources and Information webpage.
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