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Steve Wilson 

This report looks back at 2019.  I want to say thanks to all the landowners, 
stakeholders, cooperators, and district staff for all the support and great work 
over the last year.  The North Cascade District Annual Report highlights some 
of the year’s significant activities and accomplishments. Thanks to everyone 
who contributed to pull this report together.    
 
On pages 3-5 you will read about the Protection Program. The ten-year 
average for days in Fire Season is 98. In 2019 the district was in fire season for  
82 days. One of the more notable fires of the year did not take place during the 
official fire season but took place in March. The Santiam Park Fire showed 
again that with the right conditions, regardless of the date, a critical fire could 
happen. The photo on page 3 shows the location where the fire jumped the 
river. Page 4 highlights the relationship between the USFS Detroit and the 
Coffee Creek programs. IFPL numbers never did make it to level 3 unlike the 
prior year of 32 days.  
  
Fuels reduction and cost share programs took center stage at the district doing 
some important work and are critical in community relationships on page 6. 
 
The State Forest Program is covered in this report from pages 7-10. A small 
staff that is very efficient and effective in their day-to-day operations. This 
team works together on projects and several folks wear several hats to 
complete the annual objectives for the district and division.  
 
A tether assist operation photo is captured in the Private Forests Section on 
page 11.  
 
Our district motor pool is highlighted on page 12.  One person has the 
responsibility of keeping all the vehicles both large and small and equipment 
operational. A big thanks to Steve Breitenstein for all the work you do to help 
keep our district moving.  
 
Administrative changes and recognition’s are on page 13. Congratulation to 
Mike Haasken for 25 years.  
 
Strong partnerships with the association, forest industry, operators, 
landowners, and other agency and private organizations will continue to be the 
focus in the years ahead.  
 
 
Thanks and enjoy this report. 
Steve Wilson 
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Protection from Fire 
 
The 2019 fire season was declared on July 1, 2019 and came to a soggy end on 
September 20, 2019. The shortened season of 82 days was 16 days shy of the 
10 year average of 98. The Molalla Unit saw a 66% decrease in fire reports, 
followed by a 70% decrease at the Santiam Unit, this included all STAT, 
NONSTAT and NFCA reports. The district had nine new faces join the fire crew 
this season so training became a priority with those folks. With milder 
temperatures and less critical fire weather, the North Cascade District and it’s 
landowners/operators did not see an IFPL III this season. 
 

The district did send personnel to help in suppression efforts on the Mile Post 97, 
Ward Fire and East Evans Creek Fire, in addition to the agency sending a 20 
person hand crew to Alaska, with overhead to Canada and the Kenai/Alaska. 
The district had 23 overhead assignments totaling 255 days with 7 out of district 
engine assignments totaling 50 days. 

FIRE SEASON 

3 

Year Days 

1978 100 

1979 100 

1980 100 

1981 89 

1982 97 

1983 128 

1984 103 

1985 126 

1986 105 

1987 144 

1988 136 

1989 133 

1990 98 

1991 110 

1992 148 HIGH 

1993 122 

1994 109 

1995 94 

1996 105 

1997 86 

1998 90 

1999 111 

2000 108 

2001 108 

2002 110 

2003 110 

2004 110 

2005 78 LOW 

2006 115 

2007 98 

2008 98 

2009 105 

2010 81 

2011 85 

2012 97 

2013 86 

2014 105 

2015 133 

2016 93 

2017 99 

2018 123 

2019 82 

10 Yr Average 98.4 

Santiam Park Fire March 

Alaska/Kenai July 2019 



 

                                                                                                                              

Santiam Canyon Protection 
Cooperative 

 
A Wildfire Prevention Cooperative agreement was 
created this spring between the Santiam Unit and 
the Detroit Ranger District. An ODF owned patrol 
vehicle with a USFS contributed 100 gallon tank 
and pump. Each agency provided one firefighter 
to staff it 5 days each week. They were 
responsible for patrolling areas with adjacent 
protection responsibilities such as the North Fork 
Road and the Detroit Idanha areas. 
In addition to patrolling, they were responsible for 
fire prevention events. The Co-op engine was 
able to attend the Marion County Fair (4 days), 
Detroit Lake Street Festival, Santiam Summerfest, 
Homer Davenport Days (3 days), and the 
Aumsville Corn Festival.  
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Coffee Creek  
 

A fire school and fire refresher was held in 
May for the fire crew members and the 
correction officers from the Coffee Creek 
Correctional Facility. They were able to 
fully staff 4 crews at any given time and 
worked on a total of 13 incidents this sea-
son. They were a huge help with initial at-
tack and rehab of the Santiam Park Fire. 
In addition to initial attack, Coffee Creek 
was pre-positioned during extreme east 
wind events on the district. Most of the 
days they performed recreation sweeps 
for State Forests. State Forests and pro-
tection split the costs for usage of the 
crews. The District was awarded strategic 
investment dollars which will allow the dis-
trict to enhance our critical preparedness 
level and initial attack capabilities with the 
use of Coffee Creek Crews and the pur-
chase of additional fire equipment. 

Protection from Fire 



 

                                                                                                                              

Protection from Fire 
OUT OF STATE/OUT OF DISTRICT ASSIGNMENTS 

General Cause 2019 2018 10 Year 
Average 

Lightning 5 1 2 

Railroad 0 0 0 

Equipment Use 11 8 11 

Recreation 7 13 8 

Smoking 0 2 1 

Debris Burning 17 35 18 

Arson 0 2 3 

Juveniles 0 0 1 

Miscellaneous 10 10 5 

Total No. of Fires 50 71 65 

Total No. of Acres 205.1 79.02 394.76 

NORTH CASCADE DISTRICT 
STATISTICAL FIRES 2019 

FIRE SEASON &   
REGULATED USE 

 
Fire Season 

 
July 1 to  
Sept 20 

 
82  

days 

 
Regulated Use 
(Molalla River  

Corridor) 

 
July 1 to  
Sept 20 

 
82     

days 

 
Regulated Use  
(District Wide) 

 

 
July 1 to  
Sept 20 

 
82 

 days 

INDUSTRIAL FIRE PRECAUTION LEVELS 

IFPL ERC Range Predicted FM K 
Analysis Days 2019 

Actual Days 
At IFPL in 2019 

Actual Days  
At IFPL in 2018 

Level 1 0—41  69 65 75 

Level 2 42—52 12 17 16 

Level 3 53—63 1 0 32 

Level 4 63+ 0 0 0 

 Total 82 82 123 

MOLALLA UNIT 

SANTIAM UNIT 

SMOKE MANAGEMENT 
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Tom Rock Top - June 2019 

Steve Wilson — Alberta 2019 Prepo — Area Representative Jim Stewart — MP 97 — Ground Support Unit Assistant 

Preston Brady — MP 97 — Heavy Equipment Boss Shannon Loffelmacher —MP 97 — Status Check-In Recorder 

Levi Hopkins — MP 97 — Status Check-In Recorder KJ Deguire — MP 97 — Cache Supply Clerk 

Steve Wilson — MP 97 — Support Branch Director Chad Montoya — MP 97 — Ground Support Unit Leader 

Spencer Mitchell — John Day JD Severity & SPA  2019 — HECM John Shepard — MP 97 — Driver 

Karee Helgerson — 2019 NW Compact Preposition —FFT2 Jacob Merrill — 2019 NW Compact Preposition — ENGB 

Trent Tegan — Kenai/Kodiak Preposition 2019 — ENGB Tracy Brostrom — 2019 NW Compact Preposition — CRWB 

Pat Swehosky — East Evans — Personnel Time Recorder Mike Thompson — MP 97 — Receiving/Distribution Manager 

Scott West — Ward — Safety Officer Dawn Sleight — Ward — Service Branch Director 

Kyle Kaupp — Ward — Resource Unit Leader Mike Haasken — Ward — Fire Behavior Analyst 

Sean McKenzie — Ward — Palm IR Franky Saboorizadeh — Ward — Palm IR 

Chad Montoya — USFS 204 Cow — Equipment Manager 7 Engine Assignments Totaling 50 Days  

ACRES 
BURNED 

TONS 
BURNED 

IGNITIONS 

Linn:  458 Linn:     6,966 Linn:      13 

Marion:  468 Marion:  7,159 Marion:   23 

Total:  926 Total:  14,125 Total:     36 

2018 District Totals: 
6,924 Acres, 59,219 Tons, 191 Ignitions 

 

ACRES 
BURNED 

TONS 
BURNED 

IGNITIONS 

Clackamas: 
2,079 

Clackamas: 
8,913 

Clackamas: 
57 

Multnomah: 
181 

Multnomah: 
5,441 

Multnomah:  
5 

Total:  2,260 Total:  14,354 Total:  62 



 

                                                                                                                              

Fuels Reduction & Cost Share Programs 
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The Santiam Canyon Defensible Space and Prevention Education grant, funded by 
Western States Fire Managers, was awarded in 2018 and expires in December of 2021.  
The grant has been well received within the Santiam Canyon and is on track to meeting its 
fuel reduction goal of 175 acres, with over 130 acres active and over 50 acres completed.  
Additional funding is still available and fire prevention and wildfire risk reduction outreach 
continue in the form of targeted mailers, flyer distribution, and community events.  Firewise 
communities and principles are promoted with support from Stayton, Lyons, Mill City, Gates, 
and Idanha-Detroit Rural Fire Protection Districts.  The local newspaper, The Canyon Week-
ly, published an announcement highlighting fuels reduction grant opportunities for landown-
ers, and reader boards throughout the canyon have displayed the funding opportunities 
available.  KYAC, the local radio station, continues to announce the fuels reduction grant 
availability twice a day.   

A new grant proposal, Silver Falls Defensible 
Space and Prevention Education, was submitted for 
the 2020 Western States Fire Managers grant pro-
gram.  If funded, the proposal would provide fuels 
reduction incentives and fire prevention education to 
landowners and visitors of the communities of Silver-
ton, Scotts Mills, Crooked Finger, Abiqua Creek, 
Drakes Crossing and Victor Point.  ODF is currently 
waiting on preliminary indication of which proposals 
will be funded from Western States.  A Community 
Assistance grant proposal, Santiam Canyon Coffee 
Creek Fuels Reduction, is currently being prepared 
for submittal and will be presented to a review panel 
in January.  If funded, the proposal will provide fuels 
reduction, accomplished in coordination with Coffee 
Creek Correctional Facility, and fire prevention edu-
cation in the Santiam Canyon.  This grant opportunity 
would have a high impact on those that need it most, 
allowing physically and financially disadvantaged 
landowners to increase the safety of their families 
and homes when they might otherwise be unable to 
do so.   



 

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

State Forest Program 

Operations 

7 

The Santiam State Forest team manages 47,462 acres of forestland across Linn, Marion, and Clackamas County to 
achieve the greatest permanent value through a comprehensive, multi-resource approach within a system of integrat-
ed management. The State Forest Unit duties are split up between different facets of resource management: Refor-
estation, Recreation, Marketing, and Roads. 
 
Timber harvest operations occur through a variety of silvicultural prescriptions such as: regeneration harvests, partial 
cut harvests, patch cuts, and salvage operations. They are conducted in order to meet the objectives set forth in the 
Northwest Oregon State Forests Management Plan and subsequent North Cascade District Implementation Plan. 
During the 2019 calendar year, just under 17 MMBF of timber was sold at an average Douglas-fir stumpage price of 
$691.98 which will generate approximately $12,063,555 of timber revenue. This yearly revenue will provide the coun-
ties and local taxing districts with approximately $7,750,000. 
 
The Santiam State Forest team is led by Unit Forester, Shannon Loffelmacher, who oversees and guides 8 team 

members: Kyle Kaupp (Lead Forester), John Shepherd (Reforestation Forester), Jim Stuart (Roads Specialist), Spen-

cer Mitchell (Operations Forester), Wyatt Taylor (Sale Prep Forester), John Mandich (Recreation Forest Management 

Technician), Trent Tegen (Forest Management Technician) and Jacob Merrill (Forest Management Technician). 

Kyle Kaupp at Pole Vault Timber Sale 

 
County 

 
Timber Sale 

 
MBF 

Linn Mad Hatter 4,543 

Marion Abiqua Triangle 1,342 

Linn Pole Vault 5,620 

Marion Ayers Acres 3,669 

Clackamas 
Gawley Wanna 

Cracker 1,779 

 TOTAL 16,953 

2019 Sold Timber Sales 

Tom Rock Top Timber Sale Cobra Commander Timber Sale 



 

                                                                                                                              

 

State Forest Program 

Reforestation 

Activity Acres 

Initial Tree Planting 489 

Inter-planting 0 

PCT 0 

Release-Aerial 0 

Release-Ground 240 

Site Prep-Aerial 98 

Site Prep-Ground 391 

Slash Burning 700 

Boomer Trapping 489 
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Reforestation Statistics 

Reforestation Staff/Help: 

 Kyle Kaupp 

 John Shepherd 

 Trent Tegen  

 Jacob Merrill 

 Mario Lara & Mill Creek Crew 

 Coffee Creek Correctional Facility 

Top Left: Hack & Squirt Release Treatment at King Crab Timber 
Sale. 
 
Bottom Left: Slash pile burning at the Cobra Commander Timber 
Sale 
 
Right: Trent Tegen inspecting bare root seedlings at a nursery 
tour. 

Douglas-fir plug seedling  Douglas-fir bare root seedling  

Morning view from Tom Rock Top Timber Sale during planting 
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State Forests Program 

Recreation 

 

Recreation on the Santiam State Forest seems to grow with each 
passing year. Over the course of this last year there was an in-
crease associated with all recreational use activities including 
camping, down-hill mountain biking, horseback riding, hiking, and 
OHV use.  
 
The recreation program manages four overnight camping facilities 
including Shellburg Falls Campground, Santiam Horse Camp, 
Rock Creek Campground and Butte Creek Campground. In addi-
tion to the overnight facilities, several dispersed campsites are 
managed at Rhody Lake and Butte Lake. The recreation program 
also maintains 26 miles of non-motorized trails and 6 miles of mo-
torized trails. 
 
The public uses the forest for a variety of recreation opportunities 
and our staff works hard to maintain infrastructure, protect natural 
resources, provide for public safety and promote recreation. 

Natural Arch Trail High Lakes Recreation Area 

Recreation Activity Totals 

Campground 
Revenue 

$6,230 

Overnight 
Campers 

494 

OHV Trails  
Maintenance 

6 Miles 

Non-motorized Trail 
Maintenance 

26 Miles 

Volunteer Hours 218 

# of Volunteers 61 

Volunteers again played a big role in maintaining trails and facilities. We 
continue to work with these groups to provide a quality recreation experi-
ence for all.  (Above: Cascadia Trail Crew trail work party) 
 
Thank you to all of those who volunteered, without your dedication 

our recreational areas would not be what they are today. 



 

                                                                                                                              

State Forests Program 

Forest Roads Management 

Contract Road Work Miles 

New Construct 4.6 

Improvement (Grading, 
Rocking) 

10.8 

Crushed Rock (cy) 42,746 

Gate Installations 3 

Road Maintenance   Miles 

Roadside Spraying 182.5 

Road Brushing 11.4 

2019 Road Management Statistics 
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Roads provide essential access for the active man-
agement of the resources found on the Santiam State 
Forest.  Forest management, recreation, fire protec-
tion, as well as other activities are all heavily depend-
ent on road access and upkeep. 

Roads contract administrator of the year for the Santiam 
State Forest, Jim Stuart, performing road inspection. 

Constructing a logging spur on the 
Pole Vault timber sale 

Installation of culvert utilizing crushed rock 
for bedding and backfill. 



 

                                                                                                                              

Private Forests Program 

The Private Forests Program staff continues to 
provide financial, educational and technical 
assistance to forest landowners in the North 
Cascade District. Goldsby and Thompson were 
certified as Tree Farm Inspectors in 2019. 

There was no change to the three Stewardship Foresters in Molalla for 2019 with Mike Haasken,  
Mike Thompson, and Joe Goldsby administering the private forests program. In Santiam, the two  
positions were filled by Jesse Batson, Justin Bush, and Wyatt Taylor who all served in developmental 
roles at some portion of the year.  Levi Hopkins finished out his developmental as the Wildland Fire 
Supervisor in Santiam. Marc DesJardin went to John Day to work in a developmental role as the  
Permanent Forest Officer/Wildland Fire Supervisor in June.    
 
All of the Stewardship Foresters helped support the  local and statewide fire suppression  
efforts in multiple capacities. Some of these included Heavy Equipment  
Boss, Task Force Leader, Division Supervisor, Line Safety  
Officer, Resource Unit Leader Assistant, Fire  
Behavior Analyst, and Fire Cache Receiving and  
Distribution Manager. 

 
                 Don Meng Tether Assist Operation 

Service Forestry Statistics  

Stewardship Plans 1 

Stewardship Plans (acres) 550 

EQUIP Project 1 for 8 
acres 

CREP: Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Projects 

6 

Tree Farm Inspections 9 

In-Stream Enhancement Projects 4 

Statistics Molalla Santiam 

New NOAPS 763 517 

Renewals 146 132 

Written Plans 106 77 

Cable Assist PFAPS 8 5 

Reforestation Checks 82 39 

FPA Inspections (all types) 960 400 

Written Statements 8 5 

Citations 3 2 

Complaints 29 3 

Stewardship Foresters ensure compliance with 
the Forest Practices Act Rules as well as  
keeping communication lines open with  
other agencies and jurisdictions. The services  
delivered by the Stewardship Foresters  
ensure that landowners and operators are  
provided with educational and technical  
assistance, and that forest activities were in 
compliance with the Oregon Forest Practices 
Act.  
The foresters conducted 1,360 Forest  
Practices Act inspections on 1,558  
Notifications in 2019. These inspections  
resulted in 3 citations for failure to replant after 
harvest and 2 road construction  
violations. 

Forest Practices 

Industrial Fire Prevention 

The District conducted 84 fire inspections in 2019 
which resulted in 4 uniform citations. 

Service Forestry/Urban Forestry 
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           Successful Fish Passage Pipe Installation 



 

                                                                                                                              12 

District Motor Pool Operations 

Lube/oil/filter changes 38 

Tires purchased 59 

Recalls 3 

Body repairs/Windshields 2 

Electrical repairs 17 

Brake jobs 11 

Alignments/Steering/
suspension  
repairs 

12 

Transmission services 11 

Heating/cooling repairs 8 

2019 Accomplishments 

 

Our District Mechanic, Steve Breitenstein provides for maintenance and repair of 35 motor 
pool vehicles in both the Lyons and Molalla offices. While no new engines were fabricated last 
year, Steve was kept busy rebuilding several Mark III pumps, modifying battery boxes on the 
District’s ex-military trucks so they accept common batteries, rewiring a lowboy trailer and two 
small utility trailers, repairing recreation’s motorized wheelbarrows, conducting forklift training, 
and much more.  



 

                                                                                                                              

Administrative 

North Cascade District Personnel Changes in 2019 

Molalla Unit Santiam Unit 

Recognitions 

13 

North Cacade District 
Molalla Unit 

2019 Best in Agency 
& 

Northwest Oregon Area 
Food Drive 

(22,527 meals) 

Joe Goldsby - 15 years 
Molalla Unit 

Molalla Stewardship Forester 

Mike Haasken - 25 years 

Molalla Unit 
Molalla Stewardship Forester 

KJ DeGuire 
Accepted position as  

Community Wildfire Forester 
 

Blake Ellis 
Accepted Position in Salem 
Fire Operations Manager 

 

John Shepard 
Developmental 

 Protection Supervisor 
 

Marc DesJardin 
Transferred to John Day Unit 

Developmental Wildland Supervisor 
 

Justin Bush 
Developmental 

Stewardship Forester 
 

Wyatt Taylor 
Developmental 

Stewardship Forester 
 

John Mandich 
Accepted position as 

Seasonal Recreation Technician  

 

Kyle Koonce 
Accepted position as 

Office Specialist 1 

Wyatt Taylor - 10 years 

Santiam Unit 
Santiam Stewardship Forester 



 

                                                                                                                              

Clackamas-Marion Forest Protective Association 

Directors 

John Walter -  President Weyerhaeuser Company 

Russ Minten – Vice President Frank Timber Resources, Inc. 

Andrew Dobmeier  – Secretary & Treasurer Clackamas County Forestry Department 

Dale Bleakney Freres Timber, Inc. 

Lance Christensen Port Blakely 

Tyson Losli Weyerhaeuser Company 

Roger Beyer T & R Tree Farm 

Jim Crawford Olympic Resource Management 

Zach Bertalot Portland General Electric 

Advisory Directors 

Jim Schreiber Clackamas Farm Forestry Association 

Kurt Licence Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Kyle Williams Oregon Forest Industries Council 

Andy White Oregon Department of Forestry 

Dan Eddy Bureau of Land Management 

Brandon Coville Willamette National Forest - Detroit 

David Halemeier Willamette National Forest - Detroit 

Kristin Babbs Keep Oregon Green 

Don Johnson Clackamas County Fire Defense Board 

Debora Roy Mt. Hood National Forest 

CMFPA Members 

Edie Dooley Avery Interests 

Richard Conklin Conklin Tree Farm 

Ken Everett Forests Forever, Inc. 

Merrily Enquist Heritage Tree Farm, LP 

Carol Belton J&C Belton Tree Farm 

John Foster Oregon Tree Farms, Ltd. 

Sherm Sallee SNO-Peak Nobles 

Oregon Department of Forestry 

Steve Wilson Oregon Department of Forestry 

Scott West Oregon Department of Forestry 

Chad Montoya  Oregon Department of Forestry 

Shannon Loffelmacher Oregon Department of Forestry 
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