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From camping to fishing or hiking, Oregon’s 
State Forests are a great place to get out 

and about this summer.  Many state forests are 
a bit more “off the beaten track” than other 
more popular areas, but often offer a different 
forest experience – well worth the extra time, 
energy, and effort. 

“Geocaching” is a fairly new recreation 
activity in which the participants use a Global 
Positioning System (GPS) receiver or other 
navigational techniques to hide and seek 
containers (called “geocaches” or “caches”) 
anywhere in the world. Geocaching on 
Oregon’s state forests offers Oregon’s citizens 
a chance to get out and see for themselves 
how Oregon’s state forests are being managed 
– up close and personal – in a fun, enjoyable, 
family-friendly activity.

Coos District employee Mike Davidson has 
been placing and maintaining caches in the 
Elliott State Forest for the past few years. As 
part of the background information about 
these caches, Mike includes little snippets 
of information on the geocaching website 
about the area the cache is located in – a 
pre-commercial thinning site, a reforestation 
activity, or even just a beautiful scenic vista.

Bill Ostrander, Southwest Oregon/Klamath-
Lake District employee, is also active in placing 
geocaches.  Thanks to Bill, this year ODF 
forestlands offer some special geocaching 
activities in conjunction with celebrations of 
the agency’s Centennial.  From caches at the 
Klamath-Lake District Office to those located at 
look-outs from long ago, there are some very 
special ODF geocaches out there for the public 
to seek out and enjoy.

Get out this summer, try some geocaching, and find some fun! 

ODF Centennial geocaches can be found at:
www.geocaching.com/seek/nearest.aspx?key=ODF+Centennial&submit4=Go.  Similar 
searches can be performed on the website for caches on other Oregon state forestlands.

  

Out and about: geocaching on 
Oregon’s State Forests

For more 
information: 
www.geocaching.com.

ODF Wildland Fire Dispatch 
Supervisor Matt Fumasi uses 
his GPS to locate a geocache 
near Trail, Oregon. 
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Invasive species councils in Oregon and Washington 
are urging landowners to avoid moving firewood long 
distances as it can harbor invasive insects and diseases 
that can infest and kill native trees.  Firewood-related 
pests in the Pacific Northwest include Emerald ash 
borer, gypsy moth and Asian longhorned beetle. They 
can’t move far on their own, but when people move 
firewood they can jump hundreds of miles. Some 
Midwest and East Coast states even have quarantines 
preventing firewood from being moved more than 50 
miles.  

Tiny insect eggs or microscopic fungus spores can 
elude experts, so even if you see no visible signs of 
insect or disease infestation, don’t take a chance. Buy 
your firewood locally. According to the experts, a good 
rule of thumb is “the shorter the distance you move 
firewood, the better.” To dispose of fallen wood and 
brush on your property, it’s best to chip it and use it as 
mulch under your shrubs, or burn it on site. 

For more information, please visit  
www.dontmovefirewood.org

Goldenrain tree is a rapidly growing small to medium-sized 
deciduous tree. It’s popular across the world for sever-

al reasons. It features attractive foliage, is one of the few 
trees to flower in mid-summer (early July) in Northern 
climates, and is also a very hardy tree, tolerating heat, 
drought, and pollution.

Flowers of the Goldenrain tree 
are yellow with four petals, 
and leaves are alternate and 
pinnate, emerging bronzed and 
maturing to medium then dark 
green.  This attractive tree has a 
broad, dome-shaped crown, and 
its seeds are edible when roasted.

The Goldenrain tree does best in any 
good loamy soil, and in dry soils. They reach 
a height of roughly 30 feet tall, and prefer full sun. 

While trees may appear a little gangly while young, their showy blooms and urban hardiness helped earn 
them the 2011 “Urban Tree of the Year” title from the Society of Municipal Arborists. 

2011 Governor’s  
Food Drive

ODF received first place in the Governor’s 
Food Drive among all state agencies with 
between 500 – 1,000 employees. Generosity 
and creative fundraising netted ODF 
employees a total of 184,797 pounds of 
food for the Oregon  
Food Bank  
Network.
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Goldenrain trees 
prefer full sun.
(Pods, left)
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