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Tillamook Forest Center: Always fun for the family
Looking for something fun and educational for the family this 

summer? Visit the Tillamook Forest Center, a special place to develop 
a deeper connection with Oregon’s forests through trails and its 
educational center, showcasing the legacy of the Historic Tillamook 
Burn. It’s the region’s largest forest-based learning center and outdoor 
classroom facility – and includes a 40-foot tall replica of a forest fire 
lookout tower. Wear walking shoes and bring snacks or a picnic in case 
the kids get hungry.

To get there:
From Portland, 

travel west on the 
Sunset Highway (US 
26) toward the Oregon 
Coast. Take Exit 53 
marked “Highway 6 
/ Tillamook / Ocean 
Beaches,” a left-side 
exit.

For more info: 
tillamookforestcenter.org/
calendar

Pacific Madrone  
(Arbutus menziesii)

Pacific madrone, an evergreen tree with stunning orange-
red bark and glossy dark green oval-shaped leaves, is a special 
sight along Oregon roads, parks, woodlands and forests.  
Approximately 30 - 80 feet in height at maturity, the hallmark of 
these trees is their distinctive rust-colored bark that peels naturally 
in thin sheets, leaving a greenish, smooth silvery appearance.

These attractive trees are a wise choice for any landscape. 
Native to North America’s west coast, they’re found from 
British Columbia to California.

Use by wildlife
Pacific madrone berries were used by Native Americans as 

a food source and for making cider. Many birds and mammals 
also rely on the tree or its berries for food, including cedar 
waxwings, American robins, varied thrushes, woodpeckers, 
quail, raccoons, and mule deer. In mixed woodland settings, 
madrone is disproportionately chosen for nest building by 
many bird species and should be protected where feasible. 

Pacific madrone has been declining within its range in 

the Pacific Northwest in both urban and managed areas. 
This is likely due to a combination of factors including fire 
suppression, soil compaction and drought.

Planting tips
Plant in sites with partial shade to full sun, and give them 

well-drained soil to minimize fungal diseases. To minimize 
transplant shock, plant trees facing the same direction they 
had in the nursery.

The Tillamook Forest Center, above, located on the 
Wilson River Highway has something for everyone.

ODF now on Facebook and Twitter
In April we rolled out our new Facebook page. 

With this new effort, we hope to reach out to 
some of the thousands of Oregonians who live in 
urban forests or wildland-urban interface areas, 
and others who are connected to or curious about 
forests and their management. You can also find us 
on Twitter where we Tweet about urban forestry 
and our forest practices program.

Learn about small woodlands, tree planting, 
defensible space and more! “Like” us on Facebook.com/
oregondepartmentofforestry
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The leaves and bark of Pacific madrone, above. These special native 
trees do well in partial shade or full sun.
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