Ruling clears way for $1.4 billion timber lawsuit by
15 counties against the state of Oregon

imber harvests on state lands, including this parcel in the northern part of L.L.Stub Stewart State Park, could
werease if 15 counties prevail in their class-action lawsuit against the state of Oregon. (Benjamin Brink/The
wegonian) ( Benjamin Brink)

By Dana Tims | The Oregonian/OregonLive
Emall the author | Follow on Twitter
on October 07, 2016 at 1:47 PM, updated October 07, 2016 at 6:51 PM

\ Linn County Circuit Court judge's ruling has cleared the way for 15 Oregon counties and -
lozens of taxing districts to move ahead with a class-action lawsuit seeking $1.4 billion over KATE BROWN
>gging harvests on state-managed lands.

udge Daniel Murphy's decision certifying a class consisting of the counties and some 130
listricts means a lawsuit filed in March can proceed to trial early next year.

"he suit alleges that the state has for decades placed conservation goals ahead of
.ustainable harvest levels on state-managed timberlands. The counties allege that the state's
whi figures show they have been deprived of at least $1.4 billion needed to fund basic
ervices.
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The counties are not getting the benefit of the bargain made back in the 1930s and 1940s, Oregon standoff: Reactions pour ir

vhen we entered into agreements with the state to manage these lands in a way that would regarding Malheur trial verdict

sroduce the greatest permanent value,” Linn County Commissioner Roger Nyquist said. (Letters to the Editor)

This tug-of-war has been going on for more than 15 years and lands us in the spot we're in A e

oday.” Bud Pierce looking for upset in
governor's race against Kate

“he counties and taxing districts involved all rely on logging money derived from harvests on Brown

tate lands. They can opt out of the lawsuit if they choose, Nyquist said, but the "vast

e e ) Rosenblum, Crowe battling it out
najority” are expected to support the action.

for attorney general

\ spokeswoman for Gov. Kate Brown referred questions about the case to the Oregon Trump, Kitzhaber. MS7, abortior:

tof J “‘RDbj““ - iditi tthe d i t licv t Readers opine on many things
Jepartment of Justice. spokeswoman said it is not the department's policy to electoral (Letters to the Editor)
omment on pending litigation. ;

i ) Does Brad Avakian know what
f the counties prevail and get the money they are seeking, Linn County's share would be Oregon's secretary of state does?

ibout $90 million, payable by the state in a lump sum, Nyquist said. (Opinion)

'We would have pr eferred "f wewin, it would be a huge victory,” he said. AH Stories S
"But | want to be clear. We aren't chasing a 2

:hat the State UphOId thel r pot of gold at the end of the rainbow here. We
agreement M Linn County would have preferred that the state uphold their agreement.”

“ - -
Lommissioner ROge!‘ / A win by the counties will not translate to massive clearcuts on the more than

\IYCIUISt Said. 823,500 acres of timberlands managed by the Oregon Department of Forestry,
Nyquist said.

They don't have to clearcut anything to properly manage their forests,” he said. "Everyone who owns a pair of hiking boots need
1ot worry that we are going to destroy their resource.”

Jesides Linn County, the counties affected by the lawsuit include Benton, Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, Coos, Douglas,
osephine, Klamath, Lane, Lincoln, Marion, Polk, Tillamook and Washington.

- Dana Tims
itims@oregonian.com

103-294-7647; @DanaTims
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