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1758 NE Airport Road
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Chair Imeson
Board Members of the Oregon State Board of Forestry

RE: Fully Funding the Oregon Dept. of Forestry, Fire Protection and Private Forests Divisions, maintaining
Oregon’s unique Complete and Coordinated System.

The Board of Directors of the Douglas Forest Protection Association (DFPA) represents the landowners located
within the protection boundaries of the Douglas District. By this letter we recommend fully funding the Oregon
Dept. of Forestry’s Fire Protection Division and Private Forests Division, and to approve the DFPA Budget as
presented.

Governor Brown’s Recommended Budget seeks to cut a portion of both these essential divisions and the
programs they support. As Oregon’s private forest landowners, we provide jobs, wood products, wildlife
habitat, clean air and water that are good for all Oregonians. We carry long term investments in this
ownership with forest values at constant risk. If this reduction in funding takes place, our district will be left in
a difficult position to meet our statutory requirements in ORS 477.005 and 477.210, our contractual
obligations with ODF, and Department Directive 1-0-1-101. This reduction will be in the form of Seasonal
Firefighters. Initial Attack (IA) fire fighters are what we rely on to stop fires or keep them very small. Large
fires are very expensive, dangerous to firefighters and the general public, can destroy whole watersheds and
release tons of toxins greenhouse gases. Depending on tree stand age classes, large fires often leave no
salvageable values. In the event of fire escapes from IA, we will be able to bring forces to bear, however it will
come at higher costs to both landowners and the General Fund in the form of overtime and assistance from
outside agencies. In the Private Forest Div., recommended cuts will be in the form of full time Stewardship
Foresters, an essential element verifying compliance with the Forest Practices Act and positions that are key
members of the firefighting militia.

Itis crucial that all of parties understand that any General Fund cuts in the fire protection budgets equate to a
much larger reduction for the district budget and the level of protection we can provide. Every $1 cut in
General Funds to the fire program equates to about a $3 reduction on the SW District. There are two primary
reasons for this: first, the legally mandated 50% General Fund split with private landowners; and second, a cut
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in General Funds also reduces the public land assessments which does not have the 50% offset by Public Share
Fire Funding. In our district, public ownership accounts for almost 35% of the timberlands we protect and any
reduction of General Funds has a compounding effect on our operating capital.

Oregon’s Wildfire Protection Act (WPA), passed in the 2013 legislative session, was the work of the legislature,
ODF, private landowners and other stakeholders from across our great state. This legislation cements our
unique system where landowners share in Oregon’s fire funding, 50/50 with the General Fund, through the
Oregon Forestland Protection Fund, covering basic fire, strategic investments, severity resources, large
firefighting costs insurance policy and large fire cost deductible. Private forest landowners also bring to bear
over $13 million in additional resources in protection, detection and suppression, providing trained staffing,
engines and tenders, heavy equipment and additional resources to help fight wildland fires, making ours a
Complete and Coordinated System.

I thank you for your commitment to Oregon and its citizens. Your thoughtful consideration to fully fund the

Oregon Dept. of Forestry Fire Protection and Private Forest Divisions is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Douglas Forest Protection Association

BV@ e A =l 7 c‘-—k-//

Darin J. McMichael
President

cefec:

DFPA Board

OFIC Protection Committee
Representative David Brock Smith
Representative Cedric Hayden
Senator Jeff Kruse

Senator Floyd Prozanski
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President

Melvin L. Thornton
Manager
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May 9,2017

Chair Imeson
Board Members of the Oregon State Board of Forestry

Re: Fully Funding the Oregon Dept. of Forestry, Fire Protection and Private Forests Divisions,
maintaining Oregons unique Complete and Coordinated System.

The Board of Directors of the Oregon Forest Protection Association (OFPA) met on May 2, 2017 to
discuss Fire Protection issues across the state. Our association represents all 12 of Oregon’s Forest
Protection Associations (FPA). By this letter we recommend fully funding the Oregon Dept. of
Forestry’s Fire Protection Division and Private Forests Division, and to approve all FPA Budgets as
fully funded.

Governor Brown’s Recommended Budget seeks to cut a small portion of both these essential divisions
and programs they support. As Oregon’s private forest landowners, we provide jobs, wood products,
wildlife habitat, clean air and water that is good for all Oregonians. We carry long term investments in
this ownership with forest values at constant risk. If this reduction in funding takes place, we will fall
below what we have built with the department, as an Adequate Level of Protection. This reduction will
be in the form of Seasonal Firefighters. Initial Attack (IA) fire fighters are what we rely on to stop fires
or keep them very small. Large fires are very expensive, dangerous to firefighters and the general
public, can destroy whole watersheds and release tons of toxic green house gases. Depending on tree
stand age classes, large fires often leave no salvagable values. In the event of escaped fire from 1A, we
will be able to bring forces to bear, however it will come at higher costs to both landowners and the
General Fund in the form of assistance from outside agencies and overtime. In the Private Forests Div.,
recommended cuts will be in the form of full time Stewardship Foresters, an esssential element
verifying compliance with the Forest Practices Act and as key members of the firefighting militia.

Once these positions, including seasonals, are eliminated, it will be next to impossible to get them
back!

Oregon’s Wildfire Protection Act (WPA), passed in the 2013 legislative session, was the work of the
legislature, ODF, private landowners and other stakeholders from across our great state. This
legislation cements our unique system where landowners share in Oregon’s fire funding, 50/50 with the
General Fund, through the Oregon Forestland Protection Fund, covering basic fire, strategic
investments, severity resources, large fire fighting cost insurance policy and large fire cost deductible.
Private forest landowners also bring to bear over $13 million in additional resources in protection,
detection and suppression, providing trained staffing, engines and tenders, heavy equipment and
additional resources to help fight wildland fires, making ours a Complete and Coordinated System.

I thank you for your commitment to Oregon and its citizens. Your thoughtful considerations to
support and approve all of the Forest Protection Associations Full Budgets as presented, and to urge
the legislature to fully fund the Oregon Dept. of Forestry Fire Protection and Private Forest Divisions
Budget is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, / / Z
Oregonﬁ)r /t ssogiation
By /

Milton I. Moran Jr.
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MARK WALL, PRESIDENT WILL CHANDLER, VICE-PRESIDENT DOMINIQUE RAY, SECRETARY
NILS STORKSEN,TREASURER

MIKE ROBISON, DISTRICT MANAGER

Coos Forest Protective Association

REST
o"ﬂeg\‘ CE 181 ne?af'p
DIRECTORS 8 2
RYAN BRONSON . o, &
JIM CARR 63612 Fifth Road Coos Bay, Oregon 97420 >
WILL CHANDLER
PAT FADDEN
JEFF MILLER TELEPHONE
MARK OLSON (541) 267-3161
MARK WALL _
BOB WALLIS EAX
CHARLIE WATERMAN (541) 266-8452
Oregon Board of Forestry
2600 State Street
Salem, Oregon 97310

Re: Funding of Protection and Private Forests Divisions
Dear Tom Imeson, Chair and Board of Forestry Members:

Maintaining a complete and coordinated forest fire protection system is a primary objective of
the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) under ORS 477. This system includes three Forest
Protective Associations, the Oregon Department of Forestry, and federal agencies including the
Bureau of Land Management and the United States Forest Service, and multiple resources
provided by landowners, large and small.

We are very concerned that proposed cuts to ODF’s Private Forest and Fire Protection divisions
will severely impact the ability for ODF to deploy firefighting personnel that form a key
component of our complete and coordinated system. ODF has projected that these proposed cuts
will slash 33 seasonal firefighter positions out of the Fire Protection budget and 19 employees
out of the Private Forest division. Many of the employees in the Private Forest division are
trained as firefighters and work in key supervisory roles when a fire breaks out. Our complete
and coordinated system will be challenged to replace these firefighters should the proposed
budget cuts go through and we believe that ODF will be challenged to maintain an adequate level
of protection as required by law.

With these concerns in mind, the Board of CFPA requests that ODF’s Fire Protection and Private
Forest divisions be funded at a level that restores these positions or at the very least reduces the
impact these cuts will have on our complete and coordinated system of fire protection.

Respectfully submitted,

AK )

Mark Wall, President
Coos Forest Protective Association
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EASTERN LANE FOREST PROTECTIVE

ASSOCIATION
3150 MAIN STREET
SPRINGFIELD, OR 97478
(Incorporated)

President: May 15, 2017

Debbi Dalrymple

Weyerhaeuser Company Chair Imeson

Vice President:
Ted Reiss

Seneca Jones Timber Co.

Secretary
Paul Wagner

Giustina Resources

Treasurer
Cary Hart

Giustina Land and Timber Co.

Directors:

Karl Morgenstern
Eugene Water & Electric Brd.

Will Hansen
RDK Land & Timber Co.

Jim Hunt

Franklin Clarkson Timber Co.

Roger Fearn
W.E. McArthur & Assoc., Inc.

Aduvisory Directors:
ODF Area Manager:
Dave Lorenz

ODF District Forester:
Chris Cline

ODF Unit Forester:
Michael Curran

Bureau of Land Mgmt.
Eric Johnson
Dan Eddy

US Forest Service:
Sean Stafford

Or. Forest Ind. Council:
Amy Patrick

Keep Or. Green Assn:
Kristin Babbs

Army Corp. of Engineers:
Wendy Jones

Board Members of the State Board of Forestry

RE: Fully Funding the Oregon Dept. of Forestry, Fire Protection and Private
Forests Divisions, Maintaining Oregon’s Unique Complete and Coordinated
System.

The Board of Directors of the Eastern Lane Forest Protective Association (ELFPA), by
this letter recommends fully funding the Oregon Department of Forestry’s (ODF) Fire
Protection Division and Private Forests Division, and to approve all Fire Protection
Association Budgets as recommended.

The ELFPA is an exceptional association of engaged landowners and has been actively
preventing and suppressing wildland fire for 113 years in eastern Lane County. All
members of ELFPA support Oregon’s complete and coordinated wildland fire protection
system by providing additional resources such as fire trained and knowledgeable
employees, heavy equipment, fire engines and tenders, detection and other suppression
resources in a constant state of readiness to help fight wildland fires. This is in addition
to what we pay annually into the ODF South Cascade District budget to maintain an
Adequate Level of Protection. The ELFPA Board of Directors plays an active role in
shaping the Adequate Level of Protection so you can be sure this annual plan is in the
best interest of all landowners within the district and the people of the State of Oregon.

The Governor’s Recommended Budget (GRB) is proposing a reduction in key staffing
within both the Fire Protection Division and the Private Forests Division of ODF that
would seriously hamper wildland fire operations, The GRB would cut 33 seasonal
firefighters (10 FTE), or 5% of the seasonal staffing, and an additional 19 positions (17
FTE) in the Private Forests Division, including 9 Stewardship Foresters. This represents
a substantial reduction in militia personnel available to fight fires in the state of Oregon.
Seasonal firefighters are the initial attack team necessary to stop the fire or keep it very
small. Without these resources, fires have a greater chance of getting large and
increasing costs, greatly offsetting any headcount reduction savings to the state.
Additionally, cutting these resources may have dire consequences for the protection of
the natural resources all Oregonians cherish.

Stewardship Foresters have intimate knowledge of the landscape and ownership which is
invaluable for firefighting. Often times Stewardship Foresters are the most highly
qualified wildland firefighters and leadership within ODF that are not permanently tied
to the Fire Protection Division. Loss of these key personnel will negatively impact all
levels of firefighters over time as well as impact the highly effective State Incident
Management Teams successional ability.

PROVIDING FIRE PROTECTION IN EASTERN LANE COUNTY FOR 113 YEARS!
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A public funding mechanism that undercuts the Adequate Level of Protection set through expert analysis at each
district may jeopardize access to and the cost of the wildland firefighting cost insurance policy. ODF and the ELFPA
establish the exact amount of readiness resources required to fulfill the agreement made with Lloyds of London for the
firefighting cost insurance policy. This may have serious cost impacts to Oregon’s General Fund in the future.
Considering how much energy has been expended to gain this insurance policy for Oregon, funding below the
Adequate Level of Protection would be unwise at best.

Thank you for your commitment to the great state of Oregon and its citizens. We appreciate your consideration to
support and approve all of the Forest Protective Associations full “Adequate Level of Protection” budgets as presented,
and to urge the legislature to fully fund the Oregon Dept. of Forestry Protection and Private Forest Divisions budget.

Sincerely,
Debbi Dalrymple
President
Ted Reiss

Vice-President

PROVIDING FIRE PROTECTION IN EASTERN LANE COUNTY FOR 113 YEARS!
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ROGUE FOREST

PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION

5286 Table Rock Road Central Point OR, 97502
(541) 664-3328 FAX (541) 664-4340

Officers:

President:
Darin McMichael

Vice President:
Greg Johnson

Sec.-Treas.:
Dave Streeter

Directors:

Lon Casebeer
Dave Erickson
Jacob Groves
Greg Johnson
Susan Kendle
Darin McMichael
Mike Meredith
Jim Miller
Natalie Simrell
Dave Strecter
Brian Sutch
Eric Hippler
Tom Young

Advisory Directors:
Kristin Babbs

Amy Patrick
Eric Hensel

Dave Lorenz
David Schott

District Forester
Dave Larson

Members:

Bureau of Land Mgt.
Fruit Growers Supply Co.
Green Diamond

Hancock Forest Mgt.
Josephine Co. Forestry
Kogap Enterprises Inc.
Lone Rock Timber Co.
Miller Ranch

Murphy Timber Invest.
Perpetua Forests

Silver Butte Timber Co.
Snowy Butte Timberlands
Stanley Ranch
Weyerhaeuser Company

Members of:

Keep Oregon Green
OFIC Protection
Committee

Chair Imeson
Board Members of the Oregon State Board of Forestry

RE: Fully Funding the Oregon Dept. of Forestry, Fire Protection and Private Forests
Divisions, maintaining Oregon’s unique Complete and Coordinated System.

The Board of Directors of the Rogue Forest Protection Association (RFPA) represents the
landowners located within the protection boundaries of the Oregon Dept. of Forestry’s
Southwest District. By this letter we recommend fully funding the Oregon Dept. of Forestry’s
Fire Protection Division and Private Forests Division.

Governor Brown’s Recommended Budget seeks to cut a portion of both these essential
divisions and the programs they support. As Oregon’s private forest landowners, we provide
jobs, wood products, wildlife habitat, clean air and water that are good for all Oregonians.
We carry long term investments in this ownership with forest values at constant risk. If this
reduction in funding takes places, we will fall below what we have built with the department,
as an Adequate Level of Protection. This reduction will be in the form of Seasonal
Firefighters. Initial Attack (IA) fire fighters are what we rely on to stop fires or keep them very
small. Large fires are very expensive, dangers to firefighters and the general public, can
destroy whole watersheds and release tons of toxins greenhouse gases. Depending on tree
stand age classes, large fires often leave no salvageable values. In the event of fire escapes
from 1A, we will be able to bring forces to bear, however it will come at higher costs to both
landowners and the General Fund in the form of overtime and assistance from outside
agencies. In the Private Forest Div., recommended cuts will be in the form of full time
Stewardship Foresters, an essential element verifying compliance with the Forest Practices
Act and positions that are key members of the firefighting militia.

Once these positions, including seasonals, are eliminated, it will be next to impossible to get
them back!

It is crucial that all of parties understand that any General Fund cuts in the fire protection
budgets equate to a much larger reduction for the district budget and the level of protection
we can provide. Every $1 cut in General Funds to the fire program equates to about a $3
reduction on the SW District. There are two primary reasons for this: first, the legally
mandated 50% General Fund split with private landowners; and second, a cut in General
Funds also reduces the public land assessments which does not have the 50% offset by Public
Share Fire Funding. In our district, public ownership accounts for almost 50% of the
timberlands we protect and any reduction of General Funds has a compounding effect on our
operating capital.

Oregon’s Wildfire Protection Act (WPA), passed in the 2013 legislative session, was the work
of the legislature, ODF, private landowners and other stakeholders from across our great
state. This legislation cements our unique system where landowners share in Oregon’s fire
funding, 50/50 with the General Fund, through the Oregon Forestland Protection Fund,
covering basic fire, strategic investments, severity resources, large firefighting costs insurance
policy and large fire cost deductible. Private forest landowners also bring to bear over $13
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million in additional resources in protection, detection and suppression, providing trained
staffing, engines and tenders, heavy equipment and additional resources to help fight
wildland fires, making ours a Complete and Coordinated System.

| thank you for your commitment to Oregon and its citizens. Your thoughtful consideration to
fully fund the Oregon Dept. of Forestry Fire Protection and Private Forest Divisions is greatly

appreciated.
Sincerely,

Rogue Forest Protections Association

N U i 4

Darin J. McMichael
President
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Eastern Oregon Forest Protection Association
1604 27" Street
La Grande, OR 97850

May 10, 2017

Senator Richard Devlin
Representative Nancy Nathanson
Oregon Ways and Means Committee Co-Chairs

Dear Senator Devlin and Representative Nathanson,

Eastern Oregon Forest Protection Association (EOFPA) represents landowners in Eastern
and Central Oregon. This association has worked directly with the State of Oregon to
protect Oregon’s forest for almost fifty years. Oregon’s unique relationship between
landowners and the State of Oregon creates a system of forest protection like none
other in the nation.

The Wildfire Protection Act of 2013 made this relationship even stronger. This critical
legislation ensures the future shared protection of Oregon’s forests. Unfortunately, the
current budget shortfall has the potential to affect our ability to protect Oregon’s
forests.

Each year budget committees around the state approve base fire budgets that provide
an “adequate level of protection”. This base budget is shared by the General Fund and
landowners. It provides funding for the state fire department to extinguish fires, in
most cases under ten acres. In fact a key performance measure of the Oregon
Department of Forestry (ODF) is to extinguish 95% of fires before they get over ten
acres. Funding ODF at this “adequate level of protection” is paramount in achieving this
important goal. To not fully fund our fire department not only puts Oregon’s forests at
risk but also the general fund as more large fires will likely occur. As you know, a
tremendous risk to the general fund and landowners comes from catastrophic fires like
Oregon experienced during the summers of 2014, and 2015.
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Eastern Oregon Forest Protection Association
1604 27'" Street
La Grande, OR 97850

Reducing ODF’s initial attack budget as proposed by the Governor’s budget is truly
“playing with fire”. The Governor’s budget directly reduces seasonal staff state wide by
5%. An additional 19 positions are cut in Private Forests including 9 Stewardship
Foresters. These 19 additional staff reductions further impacts ODF’s capacity to staff
fires while they are small. Maintaining ODF’s fire department at the “adequate level of
protection” to effectively fight fires is fundlemental to ODF’s mission.

The Eastern Oregon Forest Protection Association urges you to fully fund a complete
and coordinated fire protection program that does not erode initial attack capacity.
Additionally, we urge the Legislature to honor all commitments to the Wildfire
Protection Act. The long standing partnership between private landowners and the
State of Oregon to adequately fund firefighting must be maintained to protect Oregon'’s

forests.

Sincerely,

ZZ%

President, EOFPA
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