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SUBJECT: OREGON'S FOREST ECONOMY-IMPORTANCE OF UNLOGGED FORESTS 

A vast body of research and data demonstrates that the state's forests make many important, 
positive contributions to Oregon's economy. The Board and the Department of Forestry, 
however, ignore most of this information. They highlight the positive impacts and overlook the 
negative impacts of logging, but they either ignore or only briefly consider the economic 
contributions of unlogged forests. Although bearing a statutory requirement to provide the 
public with a "comprehensive analysis of the economic impact" of proposed changes in 
strearnside management rules, for example, the Board and ODF instead provided the public 
with a description of negative impacts on logging that would accompany extensions of 
streamside protections and totally ignored the positive impacts that would accompany 
improvements in stream habitat, increased carbon storage, etc. 

This disparity in its consideration of the different roles logged and unlogged forests play in 
Oregon's economy undermines the Board's efforts to meet various objectives, including these: 

• Maintain economic stability in each management region.
• Ensure that the State Forester has developed Forest Management Plans based on the best

available science.
• Meet the elements and breadth of the "greatest permanent value" rule, with means

healthy, productive, and sustainable forest ecosystems that over time and across the
landscape provide a full range of social, economic, and environmental benefits to the
people of Oregon.

• Obtain the greatest benefit for the people of this state, consistent with the conservation
of this resource under sound techniques of land mru,agement and accounting for all the
features of the land that may offer revenue for the Common School Fund.

• Achieve a balance between short-term and long-term economic returns, with a full range
of economic, social, and environmental benefits today, as well as in the future.

• Balance economic, social, and environmental values.
• Make trade-offs between revenue-producing and non-revenue producing activities.

To help fill this gap, this memorandum provides an introduction to the contributions unlogged 
forests make to Oregon's economy. It also identifies the analytical framework for fully 
considering these contributions, and offers an introduction to relevant research literature. I 
recommend that the Board incorporate this information into its future decision-making and 
direct ODF to utilize this information in its future economic analyses. 
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