2017 Flire Seasen
Update

P

[« ) é
B o
it 1

iy

’

B
' y I J
.I'h-u i "
-

e
i, Y
i_‘* -,I * -""'I'_
: i Ei v

Doug Grafe, Chief
Ron Graham, Deputy Chief

Fire Protection, Oregon Department of Forestry



Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
July 2017
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July 18, 2017
{Released Thursday, Jul. 20, 2017)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

U.S. Drought Monitor

Drought impact Types:

r~ Defineates dominant impacts

S = Short-Term, typically lss than

B months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)
L = Long-Term, typically greater than
8 months (e.g. hydrology, ecology)
Intensify:

(] DO Abnormally Dry

[] D1 Mederate Drought

I D2 Severe Drought

W 03 Extreme Drought

I D Exceptional Drought

Richard Heim
NCEINOAA

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-

scale conditions, Local conditians may

PLe) vary. Sea accompanying fext summary for
Q forpcas! salements.

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Intensity:
DO - Abnormally Dry
D1 - Moderate Drought
| D2 - Severe Drought

I D3 - Extreme Drought
Il D4 - Exceptional Drought

U.S. Seasonal D(oug
Drought Tendency During

Author:
David Miskus
MNOAAMNWS/NCER/Climate Prediction Center

Drought Monitor and Outlooks July 2017

ht Qutliook

e Valid Period

g

Valid for July 20 - October 31, 2017
Released July 20, 2017

Depicts lerge-scale rends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applicstions that

can be affected by short lived events.
“Ongoing” drought areas are

based onthe U.S. Drought Monitor
ereas [intensities of D1 o D4).

MOTE: The tan areas imply at least
8 1-category improvement in the:
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, slthcugh
droughtwill remain. The gresn
areas imply drought removsl by the
end of the period (D0 or none).

. Droug ht persists

Drought remains butimproves
Droug ht removal likely
Droug ht d evelopment likely
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ODF Significant Fire Potential 7/24/2017
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Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory — July 21, 2017
-- Eastern WA and Eastern OR Rangelands

Fuels & Fire Behavior Advisories
Valid as of July 21, 2017

e

Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory

Rangelands in Eastern Washington and Eastern Oregon
7/21/2017

]
Subject: Potential for extreme fire spread rates, significant fire spread and increased resistance to
control due to increased loading and continuity of grazses in rangelands in Eastern Washington and
Eastern Oregon.
Discussion: Optimal growing conditions this spring created an above normal grass crop. Many locals are
reporting the most grass they have seen and monitoring data show 2 to 3 times the normal grass load. Some

ti are reporting gt that are taller than the shrubs arcund them.
Extended dry conditions have caused live and dead fuel moi: to rapidly d - Most g are cured
at this time but partially green grasses are decepiive and are buming rapidly with the additional cured grass
load. Shrubs are at critical moisture levels in many places and are ibuting to ir d fire i ity and

prolific short range spotting. Extreme rates of spread and continuous spread have been observed on recent
fires.
Resistance to control is greatly increased. Recent fires have reported:

# Extreme rates of apread and continuous spread even with moderate winds
Areas with green that would normally slow fire spread are not slowing fire spread
Normal retardant coverage for grass fires is not stopping fires as it normally would
Increased potential for the: fire to rekindle after it has been knocked down
Prolific short range spotfing in brush
Conditions across the area are likely to get worse as grasses and shrubs continue to cure and dry out.
Difference from normal conditions: Recent fires are spreading faster than expected, more intensely and
typical ing tactics are less effective, even with moderate winds. ERC’s are above average August values.
Concerns to Firefighters and the Public:

= Exireme rates of spread with moderate winds can exceed firefighter production rates, and put firefighters

and the public at rizk. Anticipate rapid rates of spread, even in the absence of slope and wind.

= Fires will be easier to start and spread and spotting will be more p ic with the i d grass
continuity.
= Anticipate dust devils and fire whirls to develop in hot, dry and conditions, i in fine

flashy fuels, that may jeopardize control lines and conftribute to emratic fire behavior.
+ Additional effort is needed to ensure wet lines and retardant lines are secure.
= Fire behavior can change rapidly with changes in relative humidity, wind speed and wind direction.
= Thunderstorms may produce strong cutflow winds that may rapidly increase fire behavior and change
spread direction.
Mitigation Measures:
+ Brief incoming resources about conditions, ially out of area not familiar with grass fires
- d is of Lookouts, C Escape Routes and Safety Zones is needed.
*  Modify tactics to account for potential high rapid rates of spread and high resistance to control. Plan for
larger safety zones and plan to escape to them sooner.
Ensure firefighters have good anchor points and are keeping one foot in the black.
Indirect tactics may be the most effective, but i d is needs to be placed on LCES.
Establish frigger points and constantly re-evaluate tactics/weatherffire behavior to ensure safety.
Always be aware of the latest weather and fire danger information.

Area of Concern: Rangelands in Eastern Washington and Eastern Oregon.

Potential for
extreme fire
spread rates,
significant fire
spread and
increased
resistance to
control due to
increased
loading and
continuity of
grasses in
Eastern
Washington
and Eastern
Oregon
rangelands.
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Current Fire Activity Stats — July 24, 2017

2x
2017 Year To Date \

Fires Acres 2017 YTD
Lightning o4 24 number of fires
Human 335 655 caught at
Total 399 679 10 acres or less:
98%
Lightning 49 2,217 0
Human 322 398
Total 371 2,615

10-Year Average 2007-2016 Year lo Date
Lightning 103 5,391
Human 305 2,064
Total 408 7,456

AGENDA ITEM A
Attachment 7
Page7



—

ODF Large Fire Tracking Map — 7/24/2017
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Hwy. 47, near Clatskanie
7/16, 30 ac

The Hemlock Fire south of Florence,
Ore., burned during the last weekend in
May. It was stopped after burning 25
acres. (Photo by A.J. Hudgik, ODF)

Hemlock Fire, near Florence
5/26
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Hwy 97 Fire: 7/18,27.6ac |
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“The Highway 97 Fire, which was sparked late
Tuesday morning near milepost 272 on Highway
97, grew dangerously close to structures in
Northern Klamath Falls and forced evacuations of
multiple buildings.”

.

http://www.heraldandnews.com/news/highway-fire- R W A
fully-contained/article_50a2405d-ffbd-5c64-b978- s i | ae s g REEE
d55530070a85.html | SRERME W YTTY U v 0B8RS
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The Great American Eclipse August 21,2017
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The Great American Eclipse August 21,
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ODF Aviation — Flight Distance Capabilities
Across Ecllpse Path of Totality
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Oregon’s Complete & Coordinated Fire Protection System

U.5. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
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Natural Resources
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Doug Grafe, Chief
Ron Graham, Deputy Chief .
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Fire Protection, Oregon Department of Forestry
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