
To create awareness and appreciation for the value of trees, and 

encourage an understanding about the protection, management 

and conservation of the renewable forest  

Managed Forests Are Forever 

Chair Imeson, State Forester Daugherty, and members of the Board: 

Thank you for your time today. My name is Amanda Astor.  I am a forester from Eugene. I hold a 

Bachelor of Science in both Forest Management and Forest Biology, a minor in botany, and a graduate 

certificate in Forest Carbon Science, Policy, and Management.  I am also the Secretary for the Oregon 

Women in Timber, Lane County Chapter. 

As someone who works in the woods and as a young woman who wants to have a family one day, I am 

always thinking about the future.  What will the community my child grows up in be like?  Will there be 

a healthy economy?  Will the community be safe?  Will the schools be good? I also think deeply about 

the environment, climate change, and what my child’s life may be like once I am long gone.   

Thankfully, Oregon has forests!  Forests not only provide oxygen and remove carbon dioxide; our 

forests provide renewable wood products and family wage jobs. Working in the woods is not easy, often 

requiring back breaking work and long hours when no one else is awake, so why do we do it? It’s 

because we love our forests, we love our industry and we are proud of it. Our heart and soul is put into 

what we do every day!  It is our identity!  Many of the companies working in the forest sector are small 

family-owned businesses with razor thin margins.  As the Board considers policies that affect their 

ability to survive, remember that Oregon’s forest sector is made up of real people, with real families, 

who need real food.  

I also encourage members to recognize that climate benefits from constructing and designing with wood 

products have been seen around the globe. According to the American Forest Foundation, building with 

wood is better for the environment, it helps reduce energy consumption, and improves energy efficiency.  

Using engineered wood I-joists instead of steel joists results in 22 pounds of avoided greenhouse gas 

emissions for every square foot of floor. 

Oregon Women in Timber supports science based policy and management; actively managing forests 

also has climate benefits. According to Bruce Lippke of the University of Washington, “The carbon in 

sustainably managed PNW forest stands is restored […] at time of harvest. The […] forest remains 

carbon neutral because […], removals are set to be not larger than net growth.”  Lastly, a Dovetail 

Partners Incorporated report suggests “forests do not accumulate carbon indefinitely. […] Older forests 

tend to have higher carbon densities than young forests, but low or near-zero rates of additional carbon 

sequestration as they reach maturity.  […] In old forests where catastrophic losses are likely […] active 

management can provide carbon benefits.  […] a no harvest strategy can mean missed opportunities for 

greater carbon mitigation over the long-term, and also increase the risk of loss.”   

As members of the Board of Forestry, you can prevent this loss by supporting those of us who work in 

the forests, ensure our forests continue to sequester maximum amounts of carbon, and help keep forests 

healthy for our children and future generations.   

Please consider this information moving forward and thank you for hearing my public comment. 

AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 1 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 2 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 3 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 4 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 5 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 6 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 7 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 8 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 9 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 10 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 11 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 12 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 13 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 14 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 15 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 16 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 17 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 18 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 19 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 20 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 21 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 22 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 23 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 24 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 25 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 26 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 27 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 28 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 29 of 30



AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 7 
Page 30 of 30




