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Increasingly large wildfires
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Restoration Needs
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USFS Fuels Accomplishments in the PNW
2002-2018

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Region 6 Hazardous Fuels Program

WFSU

Mechanical

Rx Fire

AGENDA ITEM B 
Attachment 4 
Page 5 of 16



• Current research on the Malheur 
shows a fire return interval of 12-28 
years, even in moist mixed conifer 
stands

• Dry forest types account for 
approximately 1 million acres on the 
Malheur and have been on the 
frequent end of this range.

• Freely extrapolating, this translates 
to treating 83,000 acres per year in 
dry forest types alone to 
approximate HRV.

Are we treating enough?

Fires >250 ac. 1984-2013 & partial 2015
James Johnston
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Are we treating where we need to?
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Are we treating where we need to?

Milli Fire, 2017
Deschutes

Whitewater Fire, 2017
Willamette
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Are we treating where we need to?
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Watson Creek Fire
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2018 PNW Fuels Treatment Effectiveness 
Assessments
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Did Fire Behavior Change as a result of the 
treatment?

Broadcast Burn Chipping/Mastication Harvest Pile Burn Thinning Wildfire
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2018 PNW Fuels Treatment Effectiveness 
Assessments

0 10000 20000 30000 40000 50000 60000

No

Yes

ACRES OF TREATMENT

Did Treatment contribute to control/managemt of fire?

Broadcast Burn Chipping/Mastication Harvest Pile Burn Thinning Wildfire

AGENDA ITEM B 
Attachment 4 
Page 12 of 16



How Can We Improve Future Treatments? 
Review Findings

Fuel Treatment Effectiveness Review of the Canyon Creek Complex

• Shift from small, disconnected units to larger, contiguous 
units

• Interrupt fuel continuity where the objective is to be a 
barrier to fire spread

• Plan for Shifting Weather/Clim

• Treat across jurisdictional boundaries

• Question Conventional Wisdom
– Can we treat on steeper slopes?
– Can treatment in riparian and wildlife corridors improve their 

ability to withstand or recover after fire?
– Consider a Forest-wide risk assessment

AGENDA ITEM B 
Attachment 4 
Page 13 of 16



Defining Decision Space
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• https://sites.google.com/a/firenet.gov/soro-fuels/links

• http://bit.ly/R6FTEM2018
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