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Date:  June 7, 2023 

To: Board of Forestry 

From: Amanda Sullivan-Astor, Forest Policy Manager 

 Associated Oregon Loggers 

 

Topic:  Agenda Item #1 – Public Comment  

 

Good afternoon, Chair Kelly, State Forester Mukumoto and members of the Board, 

 

For the record, my name is Amanda Sullivan-Astor. I am the forest policy manager for Associated Oregon 

Loggers, a certified forester through the Society of American Foresters and a new mom.  

 

Associated Oregon Loggers (AOL) serves nearly 1000 individual small businesses and 23,000 hardworking 

Oregonians. AOL represents the workforce that is ready to steward our forests every day through landscape 

restoration treatments, prescribed fire, road maintenance and more. They are the critical workforce ODF 

relies on to achieve each and every goal and objective in each and every strategic plan created by or for the 

Department.  

 

The Issue 

In order to represent this unique group of stakeholders, I have the honor of working with the Department, 

the Board and other agencies on most if not all of these strategic plans. So, AOL tries to connect each of 

these plans and efforts to each other, using the same words, priorities, goals, objectives and metrics to 

ensure continuity. We are engaged at different levels with the 20-Year Landscape Resiliency Strategic Plan, 

the State Forest Management Plan, the Forestry Program for Oregon, the Oregon Global Warming 

Commission’s Natural and Working Lands Climate Smart Forestry Practices and Metrics and the 

Environmental Justice Mapping Tool for the state. 

 

The problem is, the professional foresters and experienced operators who actually work in the woods on 

federal lands, private lands and state lands alike can’t seem to place their fingerprint on any of these plans. 

They can’t see themselves in these plans, nor can they be proud of them. ODF has many professional 

foresters on staff working closely with these natural resources every day on the ground, yet they don’t see 

themselves in any of the strategic planning efforts ODF is engaged in developing. 

 

As an example, ENGOs and the forest sector alike, both agree the current draft 20-Year Plan, you’ll be 

getting an update on later today, does not meet legislative intent. The plan does not actually direct funds 

for priority actions, in priority geographies in tangible ways.  It does not build off of field forester expertise 

nor does it incorporate directly applicable work others in the Department are engaged in in other venues. 

The 20-Year Plan does not fully integrate the recommendations of the National Wildfire Cohesive Strategy 

nor the Governor’s Council on Wildfire Response.  It does not seem to be coordinated with the 

Department’s work with the Oregon Global Warming Commission’s Natural and Working Lands Practices 

nor the Department of Environmental Quality’s Biomass Utilization Working Group, yet the Department 

has already recommended priority actions and metrics around reducing wildfire risk and emissions while 

increasing resiliency associated with these work products. Why haven’t they been incorporated? 

 

AOL is also worried about the lack of connection in the FPFO to the on-the-ground forestry professionals 

in ODF’s ranks and in the private sector support network these folks work with each day. In initial 

conversations with the Oregon Kitchen Table, we highlighted this fact and asked for a concerted effort to 

incorporate these voices.  They are the real heart and soul of the Department and are the professional voices 
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in the room who will be directly affected by this strategic document. Federal foresters who actually work 

on the ground also are disenfranchised in the process for development of this plan.  

 

Conclusion 

For all of the strategic planning efforts that ODF are engaged in, the voices of the field staff seem to be all 

but ignored or incorporated. By focusing coordination between agencies both state and federal, at the very 

top, it strips the plan from truly incorporating the voice of the working professionals most connected to our 

natural resources.  

 

It is telling when ENGOs and the forest sector are working hard to collaborate and agree on shortfalls within 

these planning efforts. I hope the direct stakeholders and communities who care deeply about meeting the 

needs of the present while promoting the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  These 

individuals practice a land stewardship ethic that integrates reforestation and the managing, growing, 

nurturing and harvesting of trees for useful products, and for the provision of ecosystem services. 

 

I was asked recently, “what do you like most about your job.” As I thought and pondered, my response was, 

“that I get to tell my 8-month-old daughter one day that mommy was a part of creating (or at least trying to 

create) balanced solutions so my daughter’s generation doesn’t have to deal with the same wicked problems 

mine did”. 

 

AOL would like to see leadership and strength from this Board in directing the Department to allow 

their field practitioners to be as proud of the strategic planning documents coming out of Salem as 

the those directly working on them. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Sullivan-Astor 

Associated Oregon Loggers 

Forest Policy Manager 

aastor@oregonloggers.org 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Oregon Board of Forestry, 

Hello, my name is Trace Hahn. I’m a mechanical engineer who has worked in research and development 
for the past 11 years, working with scientists and engineers solving difficult problems. I am here now in a 
different capacity, working for and representing B&G Logging. This company has exponentially 
contributed to economic growth, far reaching into many communities and families. 

We are here today because of a much larger problem to solve, the HCP and its potential impact on 
communities, families, and businesses throughout Oregon. Simply put, the HCP is designed to avoid and 
reduce impacts on terrestrial and aquatic species that are currently listed on the Endangered Species 
Act, however it does not avoid and reduce economic and social impacts on humans. 

The HCP was developed by ODF without stakeholder input or meeting with counties or taxing districts. It 
was also drafted before accurate and up-to-date data could be used and its impacts analyzed. 

The idea was suggested during the Oregon Board of Forestry meeting on March 8th to increase rotation 
times between harvesting from 40 years to 80.  Defect percent is low in young-growth trees but can be 
as high as 70% or more in older growth trees with advanced decay. Increasing rotation times in the 
forest will significantly increase the total forest defect percent. Unmanaged forests will substantially 
increase wildfire occurrences, thereby reducing terrestrial and aquatic species.  

Sawmills are designed and built for small logs. It would cost hundreds of millions of dollars to re-tool 
mills to process big logs with no guarantees to a log supply, as a result the economic impact of timber 
loss to the communities throughout the Northwest would be profound. 

The HCP is proposing a reduction in harvest by 34% with a range of 165-182.5 MMBF, as opposed to the 
annual average of 226 MMBF. That is a reduction of up to 61 MMBF.  With an average price of 
$700/MBF for logs in 2023 that is $42,700,000 in lost revenue from logs alone. 

I cannot see the solution to this problem, given that there are so many unknown variables. Therefore, 
more research should be done. The magnitude of the economic and wildfire effects of this HCP will be 
far reaching and unpredictable if implemented. We urge you to re-evaluate the HCP. 

Sincerely, 

Trace Hahn 

B&G Logging & Construction, LLC. 



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: HCP Comments from Mayor of Warrenton
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:13:24 PM

From: Henry A. Balensifer III <hbalensifer@ci.warrenton.or.us>
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2023 7:31 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Cc: Mark Baldwin <mbaldwin@ci.warrenton.or.us>
Subject: HCP Comments from Mayor of Warrenton
 
Chair Kelly, Members of the Board of Forestry: 

 

As the mayor of Warrenton, which has multiple timber-reliant businesses in it, I wish to express
significant concern about the adoption of the HCP as under consideration right now.  

I regret that I am unable to join you in person to deliver the position of my city in person. I have
delegated that to Mayor Pro Tem Baldwin. However, I felt it absolutely necessary that you heard
from me directly and my message embodies my position personally and as Mayor of Warrenton. 

I do not work in timber, however I have many constituents who do. The HCP, without being re-
evaluated for its socio-economic impacts or without selecting a reasonable alternative will condemn
communities like mine to permanent second class citizenship.  

In my day job, my company manufactures electric vehicles in Warrenton and has been here since
1948. As I write this, our parent company is setting up manufacturing sites in India because it is
cheaper to fabricate, assemble, and ship new vehicles to the USA from there than it is to do the
same in Oregon. I have heard suggestions that coastal and resource dependent communities will just
need to “pivot” and find other industries. I ask you this: outside of communities near the I-5 or I-84
freight corridors, what can we on the coast realistically pivot to? 

Your decisions have a human cost. Crime, drugs, depression, domestic violence and suicides
accompany depressed economies. Just look at timber reliant counties a decade after the NW Forest
Plan demolished their economies. Look at coastal communities now—as we struggle with the effects
of urbanites buying up all the housing stock for second homes and vacation rentals. The privileged
get richer and the poor get poorer. The currently proposed HCP adds to that poverty as its harvest
levels are significantly lower than previously assumed. 

I also want to disabuse this board of any suggestion of tourism being any sort of answer. Tourism
benefits the business owners, but condemns the local workforce to low wage, often seasonal jobs in
what is now an unaffordable housing market. If that’s not bad enough, most policy makers do not
understand how local government revenues are generated. Property taxes are permanently set
thanks to voter initiatives passed in the nineties, and the valuations do not reset upon sale. Transient
lodging tax law as set by the state requires 70% of those funds go back to promoting tourism, leaving



only 30% to fund police, fire, and other general fund needs. In short, we’re not going to replace lost
family-wage jobs with tourist jobs and expect good results. We also can’t take the hit from the loss
of high-value industrial properties going idle. 

I believe we can protect our environment and address issues pertinent to healthy forests and climate
change without condemning the communities reliant on healthy forests now and in the future to
certain decline. It just needs a closer look. The HCP is not some changeable short term policy—it has
strategic, long term effects. Please remember the human costs as you weigh your decision and take
another look at this plan. 

Sincerely ,

Henry A. Balensifer III

Mayor
City of Warrenton

To follow what's going on in our city like us on Facebook:  
Mayor Henry Balensifer FB Page
City of Warrenton Admin/General FB Page
Warrenton Police Department FB Page
Warrenton Fire Department FB Page



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: Shaelyn Bangs Testimony
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:24:14 PM

From: Courtney Bangs <cbangs@clatsopcounty.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2023 11:51 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: Shaelyn Bangs Testimony

I’m Shaelyn Bangs and I’m just here to tell you my why. 
Why I keep showing up at your meetings concerned about 
your HCP decision? It's the same reason I've shown up to 
Salem to speak to senators and representatives or why I've 
written to Rep Bonimichi and Senator Wyden. It's because 
rural kids don't receive the same level of access to 
resources as our peers in bigger cities.

This year  as a 7th grader I  was diagnosed with clinical 
OCD and anxiety. My family and I have been in a constant 
struggle to find me consistent care and counseling. I was 
waitlisted multiple times  for over 3 years. Three years 
without assistance is just wrong. I know I'm not alone. You 
walk into any rural school and you'll find multiple stories 
about lack of access and kids falling through the cracks, in 
a multitude of topics from educational to health care. 

Your HCP will only cause our lack of access to be greater. I 
wish us kids were the first concern you spoke about  
instead of as an unintended consequence to a decision 
you'll make. Something to fix at a later date. Who's going to 

mailto:BoardofForestry@odf.oregon.gov
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fix it? The state government? I don't see that happening 
anytime soon.  

My community social concerns that will face budget cuts 
and losses are as follows: Stream restoration, safe 
recreation and camp sites, educational opportunities, law 
enforcement, senior care, emergency response, grants for 
nonprofits, caring for our houseless population, extra 
curricular children’s programing, and the list continues.  
Add in the huge amount of job loss. These things shouldn’t 
be an afterthought or an oops.

I think the saddest thing is that an HCP process has 
occurred recently in Oregon, one that included business 
leaders in the conversation. It’s proof collaboration is 
possible. I can’t help but think this didn’t have to be this 
way when a better way has already been illustrated.

Courtney Bangs
Clatsop County Commissioner District 4
Mail Address: 800 Exchange St., Suite 410, Astoria OR, 97103
Phone: (971) 286-0175
Email: cbangs@co.clatsop.or.us

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests,
but also for the interests of others.”
Philippians 2:3-4
This message has been prepared on resources owned by Clatsop County, Oregon. It is subject
to the Internet and Online Services Use Policy and Procedures of Clatsop County.



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: June 2023 Board of Forestry Meeting Written Comments – Agenda Item 1, HCP
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:20:17 PM

From: Helena Birecki < >
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 3:17 AM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: June 2023 Board of Forestry Meeting Written Comments – Agenda Item 1, HCP

Dear Chair Kelly and Board of Forestry Members,

I appreciate the opportunity to comment in support of a strong Habitat Conservation
Plan. I  live in Tillamook County and recognize that the health of our forests is key to
my own-- and all my neighbors-- health and wellbeing.  

I live near a protected area, and can see clearly that the root system, shade and rain-drawing
capacity of the old forest protects me and my family from extreme heat, flooding, landslides,
and likely even wildfire. When I walk on paths in the protected area, the soil is thick and
cushiony, and moist even late in the summer. 
Nearby hills that have been clearcut bake in the sun; the grasses have no shade and the ground
already looks dry and crumbly in June. Oregon State University research* shows that such
slopes are indeed much more susceptible to landslides and flooding than mature forests. 

Healthy forests also protect salmon runs and wildlife, and increase both quality and quantity of
drinking water. It's been documented that "keeping forests healthy is often cheaper
than relying on expensive man-made filtration systems."**  I heard the Manager of the
Nekowin Water District express concern in a town hall about the impacts of
clearcutting on our water. 

I urge the Board of Forestry to adopt a final Habitat Conservation Plan with the
strongest conservation alternative as quickly as the process allows. Managing forests
sustainably  supports the health and wellbeing of the people who live near them, and
work and recreate in them. 

Sincerely, 
Helena Birecki 
resident of Neskowin, Tillamook County, Oregon

* https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/forest-landslides%E2%80%99-frequency-size-
influenced-more-road-building-logging-heavy-rain
**https://www.wri.org/insights/3-surprising-ways-water-depends-healthy-forests



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: State Forest HCP, June 7 agenda item 1
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:16:22 PM

From: candace bonner 
Sent: Thursday, June 8, 2023 6:22 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: State Forest HCP, June 7 agenda item 1
 
June 7, 2023

Comments on Agenda item #1, State Forest Habitat Conservation Plan

State Forester Mukumoto, Chairman Kelly and Members of the Board of Forestry,

I urge you to adopt the strongest possible HCP for our State Forests.

I am a small forest owner who lives on my forest land.  I have a CoCoRAHS precipitation station on the
property.  We now have gone 30 days without rain, during what should be a rainy NW Oregon spring.
Predictions are for the hottest summer on record. Climate change is accelerating, and no one is meeting
targets for emission reductions.  Even if we (the planetary we) were able to reach Net Zero on schedule, we
still would need to remove CO2 from our atmosphere.  Oregon’s best tool for removing CO2 is our forests.

I felt compelled to add my voice again to the call for a strong HCP after listening to this morning’s
comments.   The economic hardship arguments in favor of a weak HCP with greater timber harvest are
moving, and matter.  It is easier to see the connection between these jobs in logging, trucking and milling
and the amount of harvest allowed, however, than the connection to greater timber harvest and the jobs that
are lost, the crops that are lost, the lives that are lost, as climate change accelerates. Those losses too are
real, and of a greater level of magnitude. We need to use our most effective resource, our forests, to mitigate
progressing climate change.

The Center for Biological Diversity estimates another one million plus species are likely to become extinct
in the next decades, primarily due to habitat loss and climate change. A strong HCP must consider both the
habitat needs of the species at issue, as well as the effects on climate change of larger harvests vs greater
protection of the forest, especially the older trees.

I urge you again to look at all your decisions through the lens of climate change, and adopt the strongest
possible HCP.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in public input, 

Respectfully, 
Candace Bonner
Corbett, OR











 

Clatsop County 
Board of Commissioners 

 

 

May 26, 2023 

 

Cal Mukumoto 

State Forester 

2600 State Street 

Salem, OR 97310 

 

 

Dear Mr. Mukumoto, 

 

The Department of Forestry is coordinating policy development, regulatory updates, and ESA 

compliance simultaneously in both the State Forests and the Forest Resources Divisions; thus, the 

Private Forest Accord (PFA) development is concurrent with State Forests Habitat Conservation Plan 

(HCP) development. 

 

It is our Board’s understanding that the Department of Forestry is attempting to obtain a stewardship 

agreement with the Forest Resources Division to gain alignment with current and near future PFA 

requirements.   Based on this understanding, the Clatsop County Board of Commissioners makes a 

formal request to include all Board of Forestry lands listed in the State Forests HCP in the PFA HCP 

permit area.  Rather than obtain a stewardship agreement that provides legal sufficiency with PFA 

without Federal ESA coverage for Coho; it is our understanding that there is still time to include 

Department of Forestry lands within Clatsop County in the permit area of the proposed HCP. 

 

The Board of Commissioner request is based on the following: 

• Ensures policy consistency, standards, and legal sufficiency in forest management on 

Department of Forestry lands with Forest Practices Act; 

• Provides contingency ESA coverage of Coho, should the State forests HCP not be adopted or 

delayed; 

• Current State Forest HCP has demonstrable needs for improvement, and this allows ESA 

protection during the interim as the tool matures; 

• It is aligned with litigation settlement agreements; 

• A delay in this decision could be very difficult to rectify once the NEPA process begins. 

To summarize, Clatsop County requests all Department of Forestry lands listed in the State Forests HCP 

be included in the PFA HCP permit area. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark Kujala, Chair 

Clatsop County Board of Commissioners 

 

800 Exchange St., Suite 410 
Astoria, OR 97103 

(503) 325-1000 phone / (503) 325-8325 fax 
www.co.clatsop.or.us 



 

 

C: Josh Bernard, Forest Resources Division Chief 

 Mike Wilson, State Forests Division Chief 

 Geoff Huntington, Governor’s Office 

 Board of Forestry Members 

  Jim Kelly, Chair 

  Liz Agpaoa 

  Karla Chambers 

  Ben Deumling 

  Chandra Ferrari  

  Joe Justice 

  Brenda McComb 

 

 
 
 
 



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: June 6, 2023 Tesitmony
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 3:37:50 PM

From: Courtney Bangs <cbangs@clatsopcounty.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 10:22 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: June 6, 2023 Tesitmony

June 6, 2023 Testimony

My comments today circle around Clatsop County’s budget and equity concerns moving 
forward. The urban rural divide will only grow greater because of the negative fiscal impacts 
of this proposed HCP. This financial model has worked for over a century and still could if 
an inclusive process could take place. The only reason why it will fail is because of the 
failure of your staff in not including an operational or economic representative in the room 
when developing this plan.

I’ve spent three years being frustrated with your board because I knew that the modeling 
that you were being given to make your decisions from was false, I knew that you would 
never be able to reach the long promised 225 mmbf with this plan. I’ve had front row seats 
witnessing a government agency not following good governance methods by not including 
stakeholders and tribes within the process. Our county, a county who has always had a 
mind of its own and has supported you for decades, was pushed outside the room with the 
rest of the general public and now will be the county that shoulders the greatest percentage 
of burden both socially and financially with this planned HCP.  I had to find grace for those 
of you making your decisions and remember that I too must trust what my staff gives me 
each day and make my decisions upon those recommendations and often quiet outside 
noise. That outside noise for you was Clatsop County.  

I spoke to your staff on numerous occasions to no avail regarding large operational flaws in 
the Draft EIS, I spoke of flaws in the modeling, I requested edits to the plan, I spoke of our 
lack of active owl sites, I spoke of social concerns that were not accounted for by your staff, 
I spoke of alternative methods that would help you achieve your goals while also preventing 
bankruptcy to your department. My goal was never to not have an HCP, but to make sure 
that we did the absolute best to honor the county’s social and economic concerns along 
with the environmental concerns. My goal was to find balance. That balance is not and will 
not be achieved by this HCP. 

The lack of balance was highlighted during our county’s budget process when we 
discussed the 1.4 million dollar loss to our rural law. Our county’s health department just 
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located a student health center in the Jewell School District, a community and school close 
to an hour from other services. It’s a school also not part of the school equalization fund 
and sadly will be almost completely defunded by this plan. That community will suffer 
greatly with no way to make up for the loss of finances and social services.  

Rural counties always suffer equity issues. I read the multiple plan options, they all 
provided similar outcomes for the aquatic and terrestrial animals. What wasn’t similar was 
the outcomes for the community, for the people. Decoupling won't solve the job loss caused 
by a 34% reduction in harvest nor are we promised funding to make up for our losses. 
Please consider a new HCP process, one that involves stakeholders from the beginning vs 
involvement after the plan is written and submitted. 

Courtney Bangs
Clatsop County Commissioner District 4
Mail Address: 800 Exchange St., Suite 410, Astoria OR, 97103
Phone: (971) 286-0175
Email: cbangs@co.clatsop.or.us

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests,
but also for the interests of others.”
Philippians 2:3-4
This message has been prepared on resources owned by Clatsop County, Oregon. It is subject
to the Internet and Online Services Use Policy and Procedures of Clatsop County.



 

 

To: Board of Forestry Members 

Submitted for the June 7, 2023 meeting 

From: Cheryl Conway, Astoria resident 

Re: HCP---Your Legacy?  

 

Thank you, members of the Oregon Board of Forestry, for holding this hearing 

today. I appreciate the opportunity to speak and appreciate the time and effort 

you have given as members of this board. I cannot imagine how much pressure 

you have endured during this sustained, long-term process of developing the 

Habitat Conservation Plan.  You have heard so many contradictory figures for 

revenues, for harvest, for all the predicted effects of the plan.  I do not envy your 

position.  I too have submitted written testimony in the past adding to that 

numbers barrage but today I want to talk about another critical decision in the 

history of Oregon. 

 

Oswald West and Tom McCall faced tremendous pressure from landowners, 

corporate hotel chains, and others hoping to develop the beaches of Oregon for 

private gain. Instead, West claimed the beaches for public use as highways and 

McCall later codified the public ownership into law. We look back and 

wholeheartedly believe they made the right decision. Their names are etched 

literally in stone and in our history books as a result of their courageous actions. 

Their actions became their legacies. 

 

The decision you make on this HCP will be your legacy. I cannot guarantee your 

names will be etched in stone, but I hope our children and our grandchildren will 

someday read about the 2023 Board of Forestry members who chose to preserve 

some older growth forests for the marbled murrelets, for coastal martens, for 

clean drinking water, for restored salmon populations.  

 

Please be steadfast. Please be courageous. Approve than a Habitat Conservation 

Plan we can all be proud of. Thank you. 
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My Name is Dr. Harriet Cooke, I’m a retired physician with a public health degree. I 
spoke on June 7th on behalf of myself, 350 PDX forest defense, congregation 
Havurah Shalom climate action team, and the Tikkun Olam committee of 
congregation P‘nai Or. 
 
This written testimony expounds on our position to urge you to vote for a strong 
Habitat Conservation Plan for Western Oregon State Forests, one that is at least as 
protective as Conservation Alternative 3 which has been developed by leading 
scientists in fisheries, ecology, forestry, and representatives in the forest industry. 
 
The current status of our fisheries, our climate, extinction of global species and the 
extensive and devastating fires we are experiencing, are testaments to the failure of past 
forest management and other land use practices to be sustainable for not only native 
salmon, but future generations of millions of species including humans.  

As you know, salmon populations, now around 3% of historic levels, are closed to 
fishing due to record low numbers of fish and concern for their extinction in Oregon. 

 
Oregon’s historic timber harvest levels, clear cuts, and plantation management have 
contributed to our current crises and are not sustainable. 
 Plantations are greater mega-fire risks as well as do not support critical habitat 
needs for threatened and endangered species.  
 
While even greater protections are needed, Alternative 3 offers the minimal long-term 
protections for clean water and healthy cool streams for salmon to survive, particularly 
in the face of climate change. 
 
The fiscal and social needs of timber communities must be addressed and decoupled from 
timber harvest. Business as usual, particularly cutting old and mature trees, cutting trees 
on steep slopes, and cutting trees in riparian zones is not in anyone’s best interest.  
 
We need to shift our economic foundations from extraction to recovery projects, 
protection of communities from wildfires, and other human service jobs while we allow 
mature forests and fish populations to recover, if at all possible.  
  
State forests make up only a small percentage of Oregon forests and need to become a 
model for improved, sustainable forestry practices. 
 
In this time of climate change and massive species extinctions. We have been unable to 
cut human caused emissions anywhere near our goals, as we watch global temperatures 
rise and wildlife populations decline. Healthy mature forests have been shown to actually 
draw down water, and are critical for carbon sequestration. 
 
Furthermore, contrary to the  uproar by timber industries, NAOO analysis finds that 
under the previously agreed upon HCP, annual timber harvests may well increase due to 
greater compliance with the Endangered Species Act. 
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The loss of timber jobs is another myth, most timber jobs having been replaced by 
automation and exporting raw timber to less expensive milling options. In fact, timber 
jobs are a small fraction, 2-3%, of Western Oregon coastal economies. 
  
We have an obligation to plan for the protection of watersheds, soils and climate now and 
for future generations. 
 
Oregonians overwhelmingly support prioritizing fish and wildlife habitat, clean water, 
and recreation on state lands. A strong HCP protects Oregon’s public lands legacy and 
economic diversity, including sustainable timber production. 
 
Thank You for all of your work towards a strong Habitat Conservation Plan for Oregon 
State forests. 
 
Harriet Cooke MD, MPH 
On behalf of myself, 350 PDX Forest Defense Team, Congregation Havurah Shalom 
Climate Action Team, and P’nai Or Tikkun Olam Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: ODF Habitat Conservation Plan, agenda item #1
Date: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 10:40:39 AM

From: ggce@aol.com <ggce@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 10:54 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: ODF Habitat Conservation Plan, agenda item #1
 
June 20, 2023
Re: ODF Habitat Conservation Plan, agenda item #1
 
Chair Kelly, State Forester Mukumoto, and Members of the Board of
Forestry:
 
My name is Gordon Culbertson. Our family owns and cares for three
certified forest parcels in Lane and Douglas Counties of Oregon’s coast
range. In 2019 our family business Whitewater Forests LLC was recognized
as the Oregon State Tree Farmers of the year. This award acknowledged
our high standards for water quality, wildlife habitat, recreation, and
sustainable harvest of commercial timber.
 
“ACTIVE MANAGEMENT” is the key to what we do.  It assures our
grandchildren will share the same rewards and values as the generations
actively caring for our lands do today.
 
The view across the valley from one of our forest parcels in Lane County is
land owned and managed by Oregon’s Department of Forestry. In the
summer of 1973, I was employed on a logging crew whose job was to
harvest and deliver logs from these state lands to a local sawmill. As a
result, from this state timber sale loggers and millworkers were paid a
family wage, stumpage payments funded our local taxing districts
providing education, law enforcement and social services. Today another
forest is growing on that hillside and “environmentally friendly” finished
wood products manufactured from the logs housed “baby boomer” families
somewhere in America.
 
The “Habitat Conservation Plan” for Oregon State Forests as proposed in
its current version is not a wise approach. During the early 1990s a similar
management scheme; the “Northwest Forest Plan” was adopted to
promote older forest habitat on Federal Forest lands. Harvest levels were
slashed to a mere fraction, forest products jobs were lost, communities
suffered, loss of revenue shared from forest harvests caused dramatic cuts
in county services, harming lives of those in affected communities.
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Today, more than thirty years later it may take an hour or more for a
Deputy Sherriff to respond to an emergency in remote rural Lane County.
The Sherriff’s Department does a fine job with resources available but
constrained funding will only be made much worse under this HCP
proposal.
 
The Federal “hands off” management regime hasn’t done the forest and its
natural resources any favors either. Neglect has contributed to forest
mortality and frustrated intervention to encourage forest health. Over
eighty percent of acres burned by wildfires during the past two decades
have occurred in these neglected federal forests. The investment in public
roads used by recreationists has been squandered. A lack of resources and
funding has caused roads to fall into disuse and disrepair, severely limiting
emergency access.
 
Mankind is part of nature’s balance too. The price of “Northwest
Forest Plan” was great, yet it accomplished few of the goals
purported by its authors. Please consider the lessons of failed
Federal Forest policy and don’t rush headlong into this similar HCP.
 
As a small woodland owner, we are concerned not only with the health of
our communities, but also with the health and longevity of all forests,
public and private. A secure and reliable forest industry is critical to use
the logs harvested from our family forests. Oregon already has plenty of
land reserved to protect wildlife and fisheries values in the Coast Range.
Active management of State Forests is crucial to support a variety of
societal and natural values. We urge the Board to reconsider this drastic
HCP proposal and go back to the drawing board seeking a plan that will
respect all the enduring values of all Oregonian’s.  
 
Sincerely,
Gordon Culbertson
Walterville, Oregon



From: Duane and Susan Dippon <drdippon@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 5, 2023 8:44 PM 
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov> 
Subject: Letter on behalf of STA and Board of Forestry open house  
  
Dear Sir.  
 
I was asked by the Sisters Trail Alliance to write you about my love of recreating in the Oregon 
forests you help manage. As a graduate of Oregon State’ Forestry Department, I know that you 
have a tough job. I believe that you are doing your best and that you are applying the most 
appropriate science available to you. I applaud your efforts and thank you for periodically 
hosting public open houses. I want to be clear, as a participating member of the Sisters Trail 
Alliance I was not asked for my opinion on the statements being made by the head of STA. In 
my opinion, Scott is only speaking for himself.  
 
Dr Duane R Dippon, class of 1981 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From:
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: HCP Testimony
Date: Wednesday, June 14, 2023 8:10:35 AM

Greetings All,

Thanks for the opportunity to testify.

My wife Janice Gaines-Ehlen and I live in the Neahkahnie neighborhood on the North Oregon
Coast. Like so many others, we’ve chosen to live in this incredible place where the forest
meets the sea. We hike, mountain bike, surf, kayak fish the ocean, mushroom hunt, and
paddle board the rivers and lakes. We’ve been avid anglers on the river systems of the
Necanicum, Tillamook Bay and it’s 5 rivers and especially our beloved Nehalem rivers for over
20 years. In that time we’ve seen notable changes of concern. The first notable change is the
amount of returning chinook salmon. They’ve most certainly lessoned in abundance and are
smaller in size, even from 5 years ago. Another very obvious change is the rapid and
accelerated silting in of the lower Nehalem Bay and tidal waters. The mud flats are rising,
while the navigable channel continually narrows. This holds true as well for the mouth of the
river and 1000 or so yards out into the ocean. Each year crossing the bar becomes more
precarious. We’re told this is substantially due to clearcutting practices too close to the rivers,
streams and tributaries where earth is easily eroded on the steep mountain sides of the coast
range.

Streams and rivers, without a well wooded buffer are of course more exposed to sun and thus
heat up water to the extent that young salmonoids can’t survive. Typical windfall and other
natural protection then become unavailable to offer protection for our fish populations. 
Additionally, muddied and warmed waters impair oxygen levels needed for survival. We’ve
seen algaes take over river bottoms and the ecosystem we’d like to maintain including insects
fish feed on…fade away.

Another area of concern is the spraying of herbicides and pesticides in and near our
watersheds. This is a known unhealthy practice for not only our ecosystems but our own
drinking water. These are a behaviors that can and should be changed and are well addressed
in the strongest iteration of the Habitat Conservation Plan.

The salmon, steelhead and cutthroat of the Oregon coast have many challenges for survival:
Global warming, overfishing, dams, water diversion for farming. There’s chemicals from
runoff, ocean acidification and the aforementioned logging practices and spraying.

For nearly two centuries our western forests have been harvested in an unsustainable profit
driven manor. These days even more so, with automated logging, fewer employees, fewer
mills, and shareholders far away with no skin in the game. Old growth forests are typically



replaced by mono-culture tree farm style woods, with a fraction of the diversity once known.
Our old growth should be maintained and nurtured for many reasons: mitigation of global
warming, sequestering of carbon, protection of water and species and so much more.

When considering the balance of jobs and businesses with the health of the environment we
need to weigh all existing and potential commerce, along with the forestry products industry.
Tourism, hikers, bikers, commercial and sport fisheries, guides, canneries, nature lovers,
mushroom pickers, hunters, campers, woods recreators etc etc, and all the business’s that
support them from restaurants, and hotels, to farmers to the working trades. We all rely on
keeping our ecosystem healthy and abundant. Healthy forests and waterways support and
sustain us all! Let’s work together to strike a balance so our cherished ecosystem lives on, long
after we’re gone.

There’s a lot of local awareness and work being done to keep our environment healthy: The
Lower Nehalem Community Trust and The North Coast Land Conservancy purchase and keep
forested land and wetlands in perpetuity and are excellent stewards working to restore native
species and clear invasives. Our watershed councils and volunteers do the same.
Organizations such as  Salmon Super Highway, Northwest Steelheaders, Save our Wild Salmon
Coalition, Trout Unlimited, Wild Salmon are all working hard to maintain, enhance and bring
awareness. ODF, ODFW, the Hatcheries, thousands of volunteers and many others are
working hard to help sustain and enhance what we have left. But… there’s lots of room for
improvement. We encourage full adoption of Alternative 3 of the Habitat Conservation Plan.
This well thought out plan is long overdue. Let’s do it! HCP Alternative 3 makes sense.

All the best,

Mike

 

Mike Ehlen

Representative

PESCO Pragmatic Environmental Solutions Co. Inc.

1005 Industry Circle

Roanoke Virginia

24013 U.S.A.

Cell:    

email: 



website: www.pescova.co

skype: Michael Casey Ehlen  

All the best,

Mike
 
Mike Ehlen
Representative
PESCO Pragmatic Environmental Solutions Co. Inc.
1005 Industry Circle
Roanoke Virginia
24013 U.S.A.
Cell:    
email: 
website: www.pescova.co
skype: Michael Casey Ehlen  



 
95 Hamburg Ave * PO Box 296 * Astoria Oregon 97103 

Phone: 503-325-4341 * 800-228-7051 * Fax: 503-325-6421 
www. englundmarine.com 

 

 
880 SE BAY BLVD 

NEWPORT, OR 97365 

(541) 265-9275 

101 W WILSON  
PUBLIC BOAT LAUNCH 

WESTPORT, WA 98595 
(360) 268-9311 

123 HOWERTON WAY 
MOORING BASIN 

ILWACO, WA 98624 
(360) 642-2308 

91146 CAPE ARAGO HWY 
PO BOX 5704 

COOS BAY, OR 97420 
(541) 888-6723 

201 CITIZENS DOCK RD 
CRESCENT CITY, CA 95531 

(707) 464-3230 

#2 COMMERCIAL 
EUREKA, CA 95501 

(707)  444-9266 

May 26th, 2023 

 

 

Dear members of the Oregon Board of Forestry, 

 

 

I am writing today with regards to the Western Oregon State Forest Habitat Conservation 

Program.   

 

Englund Marine & Industrial Supply has three locations along the Oregon coast—Astoria, 

Newport and Coos Bay.  Although we are mainly a supplier of boat and fishing gear, we do 

quite a bit of business with the timber industry in areas such as hydraulics, hardware and 

outdoor clothing. 

 

Like many industry-support businesses we will see a decline in sales if harvest is 

significantly cut back.  Businesses in small, rural communities often need a broad customer 

base to thrive.  The timber industry is definitely a significant part of our customer base in 

which we depend on. 

 

Harvest cutbacks will also negatively affect the marine side of our business.  Many of our 

recreational fishermen are employed in the timber industry, and spend their recreational 

dollars sportfishing.  This is an example of how dollars flow through small communities, and 

how economic cutbacks in one industry affect an entire community. 

 

The loss of revenue to our counties from harvest cutbacks will be very detrimental to our 

communities.  Services will have to be cut to offset the lost revenue.  Less services leads to a 

lower quality of life. 

 

We urge you to keep any harvest cutbacks to a minimum. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Kurt Englund 

Englund Marine & Industrial Supply  



From: Christopher Farrrar <farrfarr.away@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Sunday, June 4, 2023 7:45 PM 
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov> 
Subject: Public Comment: BOF meeting June 7, 2023 Sisters OR  
  
Dear Chair Kelly and Board Members,  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on Agenda Item 1, specifically 
I am addressing the Draft Habitat Conservation Plan for Western Oregon State 
Forests.  I strongly support finalizing and adopting the HCP with the strongest 
conservation alternatives to protect endangered species and provide greater certainty of 
timber harvests for decades to come. 
 
 
To:  Oregon Board of 
Forestry                                                                                               3June2023              
                  Subject:  Draft Habitat Conservation Plan for Western Oregon State 
Forests                                                                         From:  Christopher Farrar, Clatsop 
County Resident 
I implore the Board of Forestry to move expeditiously to approve and implement a 
strong Habitat Conservation Plan across Oregon’s western State Forests.  I live in 
Clatsop County on 28 acres of land zoned AF adjacent to State Forest land in the 
Astoria District.  My wife and I purchased the forested land 13 years ago, never with the 
intention of logging it for timber.  Instead, we have preserved this small piece of 
northwest Oregon coastal forest for wildlife habitat and hope it remains a refuge long 
after my death. 
Neighboring properties to either side of this small refuge have been logged in the past 
ten years and a thinning operation was done a few years ago on State Forest land 
which borders our southern boundary.  The tiny piece of forest I live in is a refuge but 
with few refugees.  Wildlife is sparse in areas near human habitation.  The 
transformation of wildland to urban or rural development conflicts with the needs of most 
species other than humans or domesticated species.  In fact many people are downright 
hostile toward free living animals; poisoning, trapping, shooting, and harassing them to 
local disappearance and ultimately to extinction globally.   
The loss of wildlife in diversity and numbers is terribly disheartening to me.  We humans 
have the mental capacity to recognize our planet’s biosphere is experiencing the Sixth 
Mass Extinction in the last 500 million years.  The rate of extinction is accelerating 
across the plant and animal kingdoms and is brought on by careless human 
activities.   Yet the focus remains on quick schemes to net financial gains with little 
attention to and no patience for preservation of values and assets that cannot be easily 
monetized.  Oregon State Public Lands are places that can and should be managed in 
more thoughtful ways.  Managed in ways that respect diversity of opinion on the 
meaning of Greatest Permanent Value; managed consistent with the best available 
science; not managed consistent for the greatest short term private business sector 
profit and revenue to counties and special districts.   The Draft HCP strikes a balance 
between these two poles. 
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The Draft HCP took years of study, data analysis, complex modelling, meetings, public 
participation and testimony, and cost taxpayers significant expense.  All sides were 
encouraged to participate and did.  The draft HCP is a sound and fair plan.  The plan is 
a compromise for protecting endangered species through habitat restoration and 
preservation while continuing to accommodate substantial annual timber harvests for 
the next 70 years.   
I ask the Board of Forestry to not be moved by the delaying tactics of some who wish to 
derail implementing the HCP process but instead adopt a final HCP plan with the 
strongest conservation alternative as quickly as the process allows.   
Sincerely, 

Christopher Farrar 

 
 



7 June 2023

To: Oregon Board of Forestry
Oregon Department of Forestry
2600 State Street
Salem, OR 97310
boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov

Re: State Forest Habitat Conservation Plan

Board of Forestry:

I attended part of this morning’s meeting in Sisters, Oregon, to hear the public comments regarding the 
proposed habitat conservation plan (the Plan) for our Oregon state forests. This letter is my written 
submission of comments on this topic.

The primary opposition to this plan, as presented by the public in this meeting, seems to be in these 
areas:

1. Loss of funding for rural communities and schools.
2. Loss of timber resources and related economic impacts.
3. Fear of fire.

The first two arguments may originate out of a fear of change. These arguments against the Plan are 
short-sighted and fail to consider long-term sustainability. Please consider:

1. As a dependable source of revenue for communities and schools, the sale of timber is a poor 
choice. Timber is a commodity that is price dependent upon international markets as well as 
local supply-and-demand markets.

2. The supply of timber that can be harvested from state forests varies by uncontrollable factors 
such as weather, climate, and disease.

3. The supply of timber is a finite resource. Renewable, but at a finite rate, limited by how fast it 
can grow. Demand may keep increasing, but harvesting will reach a limit, especially if it is to be
sustainable.

4. The cost of harvesting timber varies by factors such as labor costs, automation that replaces 
workers, and transportation costs (diesel, tires, roads, truck drivers). All of these, and others, 
factor into whatever profit is available for local communities and schools.

5. A sustainable level of harvest has never been determined, in part because of the many variables 
that affect harvest. Over the long term, sustainability depends upon good soil, good climate, 
good moisture, and many other factors. Harvesting and other disturbances, such as fire and 
disease, affect how much area is available for the growth of timber and harvesting in the near 
decades.

6. Wildfire is a concern, especially in the WUI. It is also a natural part of ecosystem processes, and
the extent of continued fire control practices is in debate.[1]

I utilize our state forests for hiking and other recreational activities, and I probably have purchased 
some timber products made with state forest timber. I am also in favor of education, as an educated 
person is one who has the greatest chance of a healthy and happy life, and who can contribute 
positively to society. I do believe that funding for Oregon schools must be removed from dependency 
on the timber economy and replaced with a source more responsive to the need for the service.



I am in favor of a state forest Plan that:
1. Plans for the long-term sustainability of the forest and the ecosystem.[5]
2. Acknowledges that change is happening. Change includes:

• Climate
• Economics
• Societal, including population density and lifestyles
• Use of state forest lands, such as recreational interests

3. Protects and conserves our public state lands for long-term use.
4. Protects and expands biodiversity.
5. Protects and expands areas with large and old trees, and old growth ecosystems.[4]
6. Participates in the national and global efforts to protect 30% of the land by 2030 and 50% of the

land by 2050.
7. Participates in the national and global efforts to sequester carbon.

Our state forests have enormous value outside of the value of timber that can be harvested. That greater
value lies in recreation, ecosystem services (clean air, clean water), tourism, and the intrinsic beauty 
and peace forests bring to the majority of people.

The Board of Forestry must create a plan that is radically different from the “business as usual” of the 
past many decades. The Plan must look forward many generations into the future, as well as beyond the
borders of Oregon: International factors are significant in how we plan for the future of this state as 
well as our state forests. Economic and environmental factors are global in effect. Actions by you, the 
Board, can play a part in global efforts, and gain praise or condemnation, both in the present and the 
future.

Thank you.

/s/ Mathieu Federspiel
Powell Butte, OR

[1] D. A. DellaSala, B. C. Baker, C. T. Hanson, L. Ruediger, and W. Baker, “Have western USA 
fire suppression and megafire active management approaches become a contemporary 
Sisyphus?,” Biological Conservation, vol. 268, p. 109499, Apr. 2022, doi: 
10.1016/j.biocon.2022.109499.

[2] M. J. Kellett et al., “Forest-clearing to create early-successional habitats: Questionable benefits,
significant costs,” Front. For. Glob. Change, vol. 5, p. 1073677, Jan. 2023, doi: 
10.3389/ffgc.2022.1073677.

[3] Z. Kun et al., “Recognizing the importance of unmanaged forests to mitigate climate change,” 
GCB Bioenergy, vol. 12, no. 12, pp. 1034–1035, Dec. 2020, doi: 10.1111/gcbb.12714.

[4] B. E. Law, W. R. Moomaw, T. W. Hudiburg, W. H. Schlesinger, J. D. Sterman, and G. M. 
Woodwell, “Creating Strategic Reserves to Protect Forest Carbon and Reduce Biodiversity 
Losses in the United States,” Land, vol. 11, no. 5, p. 721, May 2022, doi: 
10.3390/land11050721.

[5] “Seven Generation Sustainability.” [Online]. Available: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_generation_sustainability
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https://doi.org/10.3390/land11050721
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From: Jane Freres <janefreres@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 11:40 PM 
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>; KELLY Jim * ODF 
<jim.kelly@odf.oregon.gov>; liz.Agpaoa@odf.oregongov <liz.Agpaoa@odf.oregongov>; JUSTICE 
Joe * ODF <joe.justice@odf.oregon.gov>; MCCOMB Brenda * ODF 
<brenda.mccomb@odf.oregon.gov> 
Cc: Rob Freres <rob@frereswood.com> 
Subject: Testimony  
  
ODF Board Support Office 
2600 State Street 
Salem, OR 97310 
 
Reference: Testimony presented to the Board of Forestry June 7, 2023 in Sisters, Oregon. 
 
Dear Board members, 
 
My name is Robert Freres, Jr.  I’m employed as President of Freres Lumber Co, Inc. in Lyons, OR. 
 
In the thirty years following implementation of the Northwest Forest Plan, Oregonians have 
witnessed 60 timber dependent communities in Oregon and 70 timber dependent communities 
in Washington endure economic devastation from hundreds of mill closures and the social 
nightmares of suicide, divorce, spousal and child abuse, drug and alcohol addiction, 
homelessness and hunger resulting from the 90% reduction in timber harvests. 
 
The Santiam Canyon where I grew up didn't have crisis centers and food banks until the N.W. 
Forest Plan debacle.  I witnessed my neighbors and friends loss of jobs and homes and self 
respect.  The social fabric of the Canyon was ripped apart. 
 
The National Interagency Fire Center reports 11,326,644 acres have burned in the past two 
decades in Oregon.  Probably one half of Oregon’s 29 million acre have been destroyed by fire 
since the implementation of the the N.W. Forest Plan.   
 
Oregonians have endured this failed experiment at conservation of a dynamic ecosystem and 
now the Board of Forestry is considering doubling down on the failure by approving the non-
management of over one half of the lands controlled by the Department of Forestry for the 
next 70 years. 
 
It’s inconceivable to me that anyone who cares about Oregon, its environment and it’s future 
would vote to approve the Habitat Conservation Plan under consideration. 
 
The future is as certain as the past.  Please do not repeat a monumental mistake. 
 
Vote no against a Habitat Conservation Plan for Oregon’s State Forests. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Freres Jr. 
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 HAMPTON LUMBER PO Box 2315 

  Salem, Oregon 97308-2315 

  Telephone 503.365.8400 

  Fax 503.365.8900 

  www.HamptonLumber.com 

 

June 2, 2023 

 

Via Email: boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov  

 

ODF Board Support Office 

2600 State Street 

Salem, OR 97310 

 

 

RE: June 2023 Board of Forestry Meeting Written Comments – Agenda Item 1 

 

 

Chair Kelly and Board of Forestry Members: 

 

I am writing to reiterate our grave concerns that if the draft Western Oregon State Forest Habitat 

Conservation Plan (HCP) is approved this fall, the consequences will be detrimental to the forest 

sector, community services, and those who rely on timber revenue for their livelihoods. Even 

though the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) has chosen to prematurely implement the HCP 

through its revised Implementation Plans and Annual Operations Plans, there is still time for the 

Board of Forestry (Board) to alter the disastrous trajectory of this HCP.  

 

In Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22), Hampton Lumber paid a total of $26 million for volume purchased 

from ODF timber sales. To harvest, haul, and process that timber into wood products, we paid an 

additional $36.5 million to local contractors and our employees. That means for every $1 paid to 

ODF for timber sales, an additional $1.41 was generated in local communities. If you apply that 

ratio to the $97.3 million generated in FY22 from all ODF timber sales, an additional $137.2 

million was generated from logging, hauling, and processing activities. That is a significant 

economic impact and one that doesn’t even include revenue generated from secondary 

manufacturers who turn state forest wood residuals into pulp, paper, particle board, and other 

products. 

 

This economic activity cannot, and need not, be replaced with taxpayer dollars that are already in 

short supply and desperately needed for existing initiatives related to education, housing, 

healthcare and other critical services. Public services in local communities are already stretched 

thin. As you will read in the attached document, “News from the North Coast”, communities are 

already facing less revenue, fewer employees and volunteers, and halted local services. Reduction 

in timber harvest and subsequent revenue will only exacerbate these challenges. With ODF 

implementing the draft HCP starting July 1, 2023, there will be 19% reduction in harvest volume 

and a 25% reduction in revenue for FY24 compared to FY23.1 If 935 jobs2 are indeed eliminated 

                                                 
1 https://oregonforestry.wpengine.com/2023/04/25/forestry-department-invites-public-comment-on-state-forest-

management-activities-3/ 
2 https://oregonforests.org/economics  
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as a result of this HCP3, the ripple effects go far beyond those individuals and their jobs. Please 

see the attached documents with more information on timber harvest volume financial impacts 

beyond reductions in direct revenue to ODF and counties. 

 

I would be remiss to not acknowledge that 2023 is the 90th anniversary of the first Tillamook Burn 

wildfire and the 50th anniversary of Governor Tom McCall’s dedication of the Tillamook State 

Forest and the Clatsop State Forest. Today these forests are thriving and productive, and support 

dozens of communities and thousands of workers. What will the next 50 years have in store? If 

this HCP is implemented as is, we fear the next 50 years will leave us with unhealthy forests, 

increased wildfires, and financial ruin for ODF and local communities.  

 

We implore this Board and ODF take the time and effort to amend the draft HCP to increase 

harvest while achieving the original goals of this process – conservation and financial viability. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Laura Wilkeson 

State Forest Policy Director 

Hampton Lumber 

 

 

cc: 

Cal Mukumoto, State Forester, Oregon Department of Forestry  

Geoff Huntington, Senior Natural Resource Advisor, Office of Governor Tina Kotek 

                                                 
3 https://oregonforestry.wpengine.com/2023/02/03/public-comment-period-opens-for-proposed-state-forest-

implementation-plans/  
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNW COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

ln the Matter of Opposing the
Oregon Department of Forestry Western
Habitat Conservation Plan

Resolution No. 26 -2023

WHEREAS, in November of 2OL7 the Board of Forestry (BOF) directed staff in the Oregon
Department of Forestry (ODF) to explore the pursuit of a habitat conservation plan, including creating a
business case analysis to determine financial viability for the agency under such plan; and

WHEREAS, in November of 2018 ODF staff released a business case analysis showing that a

habitat conservation plan would increase the acres available for harvest by 12% as opposed to without a

habitat conservation plan in which the acres would be reduced bV 6% and this information was used to
move the process forward; and

WHEREAS, in February of 2022 ODF released the Western Oregon State Forests Habitat
Conservation Plan Public Draft (HCPland in March 2022the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) Fisheries released the Draft Environmental lmpact Statement (ElS) for the HCP

which proposes placing thousands of acres into conservation areas unavailable for harvest for 7O years,

with the opportunity to add more at the discretion of ODF; and

WHEREAS, in reviewing the HCP and the EIS the Columbia County Board of Commissioners
identified concerns relating to potential local socioeconomic impacts of the actions contained in these
documents; and

WHEREAS, Columbia County's general fund budget is supported by timber harvest on the ODF

State Forest Lands located in Columbia County; and

WHEREAS, the HCP and draft EIS for the HCP would preclude the generation of other property
tax revenue and employment generating industries on those lands; and

WHEREAS, costs associated with county-provided public services including education, housing,
public safety, and hazard resiliency will only increase during the 70-year permit period; and

WHEREAS, committing to HCP directed harvest actions in the Plan forTO years will limit the
County's ability to adapt to changing conditions; and

WHEREAS, the Columbia County Board of Commissioners represents an estimated 53,000
citizens, some of whom are employed in the forest products industry; and

WHEREAS, a reduction in timber harvest and jobs will have an impact on jobs and revenue in
Columbia County; and

WHEREAS, the EIS failed to include an informed and comprehensive assessment of the long-
term societal impacts of the proposed HCP;

Resolution No. 25-2023 llPage



NOW, THEREFORE, lT lS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Columbia County Board of Commissioners

oppose the Western Habitat Conservation Plan, which will have direct and indirect impacts on residents

and our environment and threaten the long-term health and vitality of our communities.

Dated this J day of [une ,2023
O

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

Casey Garrett, Chair

Kellie Jo ith, Commissioner

ret der,

By

to form

Office of County Counsel

roner
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News from the North Coast – Spring 2023 

 

Fire districts on the North Coast near breaking point – The Daily Astorian, March 27, 2023  

Fire districts on the North Coast have scrambled to keep up as increasing call volume and demands for 

services push emergency response to the breaking point. 

Despite differences in resources, budgets, staffing levels and ranges of duties, fire chiefs pointed to one 

vital need — volunteers. 

 

Medix struggles to meet response time requirements – The Daily Astorian, April 17, 2023 

Staffing and other challenges at the private ambulance service have led to delays.  

Under its contract with Clatsop County, the private ambulance has different response time expectations 

in seven geographic zones. While crews cannot show up on time for every emergency call, they are 

required to meet the standard for at least 90%. 

Fire crew response times are also influenced when Medix is late. Fire crews are obligated to stay at 

emergency scenes until Medix arrives, so delays can keep fire crews from responding to other calls. 

 

Fire district in Lewis and Clark wants tax hike for operations – The Daily Astorian, April 21, 2023  

Facing higher operations costs, the Lewis and Clark Rural Fire Protection District wants voters to approve 

a 25-cent increase to the tax rate of a five-year local option levy in the May election. 

“(The levy) needed to go higher but there is no way I wanted to do that to the people, so I did the very 

minimum for it,” Jeff Golightly, the fire chief in Lewis and Clark, said. 

 

As calls increase, staffing shortages mount for volunteer fire departments in Cannon Beach and Coos 

Bay – OPB, April 23, 2023  

Firefighters along the Oregon Coast say they’re struggling to meet increasing call volumes with fewer 

and fewer volunteers. 

Cannon Beach Fire & Rescue lost almost half of its paid volunteers over the last decade, dropping from 

25 to 14. Meanwhile, calls for service increased by 16% last year. 

 

Clatsop County transit district stops service over finances – OPB, May 1, 2023  

A transit district that runs bus routes and paratransit services for Clatsop County riders and provides bus 

service between Astoria and Portland has suspended its operations due to financial problems. 

https://www.dailyastorian.com/news/local/fire-districts-on-the-north-coast-near-breaking-point/article_543d2cd2-c9c0-11ed-b645-8f6e0bf25480.html
https://www.dailyastorian.com/news/local/medix-struggles-to-meet-response-time-requirements/article_b666e20c-d953-11ed-83bd-3710e9606897.html
https://www.dailyastorian.com/news/local/fire-district-in-lewis-and-clark-wants-tax-hike-for-operations/article_f5fb88ae-dfd5-11ed-952d-93c8939745a0.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletter%2Foptimize%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1682119716&utm_medium=email&utm_content=read%20more
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/04/23/volunteer-firefighter-oregon-coast-cannon-beach-coos-bay/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=First%20Look%20April%2024%202023&utm_content=First%20Look%20April%2024%202023+CID_952d811ee8e72fc6959c29d33d3cb57d&utm_source=firstlook&utm_term=Learn%20more
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/04/23/volunteer-firefighter-oregon-coast-cannon-beach-coos-bay/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=First%20Look%20April%2024%202023&utm_content=First%20Look%20April%2024%202023+CID_952d811ee8e72fc6959c29d33d3cb57d&utm_source=firstlook&utm_term=Learn%20more
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/05/01/clatsop-county-transit-district-stops-service-over-finances/


The Sunset Empire Transportation District’s board voted unanimously on April 27 to discontinue 

operations indefinitely and furlough employees. The agency has an annual budget of $6.6 million and 46 

employees. 

 

State loan to help struggling transit district – The Daily Astorian, May 2, 2023  

The state has extended a $500,000 loan to the Sunset Empire Transportation District amid backlash to 

the agency’s decision to suspend bus service and other operations because of a financial collapse. 

 

Tillamook budget proposal could remove funding for unfilled sheriff’s office positions – KOIN, May 9, 

2023 

Tillamook County’s latest budget proposal would remove funding for six unfilled sheriff’s office positions 

after the county reported that 11 positions have remained unfilled for three years. 

Sheriff Josh Brown says his office is putting in thousands of hours of overtime, and the proposed cuts – if 

approved – could hurt morale. 

“He comes before us, he makes his case, I do not see a situation in front of us where we would say no 

except if our timber revenue doesn’t show up,” Skaar said. 

https://www.dailyastorian.com/news/local/state-loan-to-help-struggling-transit-district/article_a2df4d8c-e96b-11ed-a53a-bf741eecc535.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletter%2Foptimize%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1683160159&utm_medium=email&utm_content=read%20more
https://www.koin.com/news/oregon/tillamook-budget-proposal-could-remove-funding-for-unfilled-sheriffs-office-positions/




2022 OREGON STATE FOREST 
ECONOMIC IMPACTS
The social and economic impacts of Oregon State
Forest timber harvests extend far beyond stumpage
payments. In addition to the $97.3M in stumpage
revenue the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) and
Forest Trust Land Counties collected in FY22, the 198.4
mmbf harvested generated an additional $137.2
MILLION for logging, hauling, road building, and lumber
businesses IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES.

Stumpage (ODF & Counties)

Logging & Hauling

Road Construction/Maintenance/Access

Primary Mill Wages/Bene�ts*

Lumber Sales & Logistics

Harvest Tax

Lumber Trucking

$235.5M
DIRECT AND INDIRECT

ODF TIMBER PURCHASED (FY22):
61,007 MBF 

STUMPAGE VALUE: $25.9M
LOGGING & HAULING: $15.6M

ROAD BUILDING & MAINTENANCE:  $2.4M
MILL WAGES & BENEFITS (HAMPTON ONLY): $9.6M

LUMBER TRUCKING: $1.7M
LUMBER SALES & LOGISTICS: $7.2M

$35.5M
ODF

$61.8M
COUNTIES

$137.2M
LOCAL RESIDENTS

HAMPTON LUMBER

Actual Economic Impact ODF 
Timber Harvest (FY22)

LOCAL BENEFITS: +$36.5M*

INDIRECT BENEFITS OF ODF'S TIMBER PROGRAM: HAMPTON LUMBER CASE STUDY

Agricultural
Bark, mulch, soil
Paper
Particle board
Pellets

17 RESIDUAL 
PURCHASERS

ODF-DERIVED FINISHED PRODUCTS

METRIC TONS OF CO2e 
STORED IN LUMBER191,032

HOMES FRAMED8,452

HARVEST TAX

$1M

TOTAL BENEFITS: $62.4M
*DOES NOT INCLUDE HARDWOOD SAWMILL OR SECONDARY MANUFACTURING IMPACTS 

2,600 SQ FT

2022 ODF MULTIPLIER
FOR EVERY $1 ODF RECIEVED

+45 WEEKS OF SAWMILL OPERATIONS

+ $1.41 WAS GENERATED 
TO LOG, HAUL, AND PROCESS THE WOOD



Tillamook
AstoriaWarrenton Willamina

Cloverdale

Dallas
Rockaway Beach

Bay City

Siletz

Sheridan Banks

Beaver

Bend

Carlton

Creswell

Cornelius

Cottage Grove
Eugene

Florence
Eagle Point

Garibaldi

Grand Ronde

Forest Grove
Otis

Keno

Newport

Lincoln City

Nehalem
Philomath

Rainier

Scappoose
Seaside

Spring�eld

Tidewater

Toledo

Woodburn

Silverton

Gales Creek

Stayton

It takes a village
~85 small, family-owned 
businesses supported 32 ODF sales 
for Hampton Lumber in FY2022.

TRUCKING
CTT Farms
Charles Bumgartner
Dale Anderson
Daniel Koch Trucking
Dean Bergeron
Dennis Lowe
Denny Calloway
Fall Creek Logging
Garrett Martindale
Gary Foglio Trucking
HG Tucker, LLC
Heith Pierce
Heritage Trucking
Ian Groshong Trucking
James Gedenberg Log Trucking, LLC
Jasen Branson Trucking
Jeff Hancock Trucking

 
Terry Freeman
Tom Linton
Waldron Trucking
Zwald Transport Inc.
 

TIMBER FALLERS
Barcroft Timber
Browning Timber Falling, LLC
Cory Howell
Frank Franklin
Gary Dunn Timber Falling
Howell Cutting
Jason Dunn Timber Falling
Mark Pierce
O'Brian Timber
Orrin Cook 
Rippet Timber Cutting
 
 
 
 

ROAD BUILDING & 
FIRE COMPLIANCE
4 Dees Log Trucking LLC
Aggregate Resources
Big Wood Contracting
Brink Fire Resources
DK Quarries
Farmington Rock
Jason Hagan
Keith Whitehead
Nehalem Bay Ready Mix
Robert Warren
Roger Lane Trucking
S-C Paving
Sorensen Rock & Timber
Western Rock Resources

Braxling & Braxling
JM Browning Logging
Fallon Logging
Smallwood Logging
Risseeuw Logging
Dave Dober Construction
Siegmund Excavating

 

Warrenton Fiber Co.
Chris Dials Contracting LLC
D McCoy Inc.
Hofenbredl Timber
Chris Dials Contracting
Gitchell Trucking

 

26 HAMPTON CONTRACTORS - LOGGING, HAULING & ROAD CONSTRUCTION
LS&D Logging
Marshall Logging
Olson Brothers Logging
.Heron Timber LLC
Chavarria Construction
Euchre Mt. Construction

Hopkes Logging
Kottre Tree Farms
Table Mountain Forestry LLC
Vinson Brothers Construction
Road Builders Inc.
Porters Roadside Brushing & Mowing
Severson Road Contractors

550 EMPLOYEES

59 SUBCONTRACTORS

 
 
 

 
 
Joe Remington
John Hunter Jr Trucking
John L Parks Trucking
Jon L Golly
KC & Sons LLC Trucking
Kiser Trucking
McCanna Trucking
Micheal Craycraft Trucking
Mike Genenberg Trucking
Pacific Timber Trucking
Pro Thin Logging
RJ Stephens Trucking
Randy Luoto Trucking
Richard Remington
Ripple Trucking
Siletz Trucking
Teevin Bros. Land & Timber
 

STUMPAGE VALUE: $25.9M + LOCAL ACTIVITY: $36.5M = $62.4M

WHERE ARE THESE BUSINESSES LOCATED?



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: 6/7 Meeting, Comments
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:16:45 PM

From: Heather Ikeler < >
Sent: Friday, June 9, 2023 12:50 AM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: 6/7 Meeting, Comments
 
Members of the Board, 
I attended the BOF meeting on the morning of Wednesday June 7th in person but
was not one of the many who provided testimony. The thoughtful and intelligent
comments made in support  of the HCP covered everything I wanted to say so I am
now submitting in writing that I endorse those statements and the Board moving
forward with a plan that is at least as beneficial to wildlife and carbon storage and
sequestration as Alternative #3. 

Thank you for all you do!
 Heather Ikeler,  Portland, Oregon



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: Testimony to Agenda Item #1 Board of Forestry Public Hearing June 7, 2023
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:24:00 PM

From: Joan Kleban 
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2023 3:53 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: Testimony to Agenda Item #1 Board of Forestry Public Hearing June 7, 2023

To Whom It Concerns ~ Chair Kelly and the Oregon Board of Forestry ~

Thank you to the Board of Forestry for taking the time to hear and consider
opinions from so many Oregoneans speaking about our future. My name is
Joan Kleban, I have lived in Eugene since 1976. I currently volunteer with
350Eugene.org as an Artivist to inspire and educate about the climate
collapse we are now experiencing.

We all live downstream, in the many iterations of that concept, and we can
no longer delay the work necessary to make deep system changes to
mitigate climate shifts that affect air, water, species survival, housing
issues, food security, and so much more. We are beyond the tipping point,
but there is still hope to save what is left. 

Old growth and mature forests are a precious and vital part of Pacific
Northwest ecosystems. We must leave standing trees, preserve the mature
and old growth that remains. We must shift our future wealth
measurements with the focus on supporting essential commodities: clear
water, clean air, good health with moderate temperatures that are essential
to maintain biodiversity and fragile ecosystems in order for our bio region to
thrive. Clearly, the global economy based on (human) monetary systems
has lost sight of Planet Earth's fragile survival.

The Board of Forestry has an opportunity to influence the future with strong
directives that will preserve and rehabilitate waning habitats. Please do the
right thing. 
Let's be sure, be assertive and vote for a sustainable future to gain the
needed shift away from our climate decline, toward healthy forests and
rivers and ocean waters.





Chair Kelly and Board of Forestry Members:  

I hope you enjoyed your time in Sisters Country.  

In 1890, the first sawmill was built in Sisters on what is now known as Whychus Creek. By 1930, Sisters 

was primarily known as a lumber-producing town. The Sisters Library was built in 1939 with money from 

local residents and businesses, and lumber donated by local mills. By 1946, growth facilitated the need 

to incorporate. The population grew from less than 200 to nearly 500. In 1949, an existing office from a 

local sawmill was donated and attached to the library to provide additional bookshelf space (the 

structure was retired as a library in 1990). 

Gradually, lumber production slowed. In 1953, the timber economy had busted, forcing one sawmill to 

close, which resulted in a $300,000 annual payroll loss. Ten years later, the last mill in Sisters was closed. 

Soon thereafter, the population began to decline as my grandparents were forced to the unemployment 

line. 

On the eastern edge of town was the original 1,400 acre working cattle ranch known as the Lazy Z 

Ranch. After the mills closed, my grandparents found employment here and managed the ranch for the 

next 26 years. I was placed on the payroll when I turned 12. The ranch was founded in the early 1880’s 

and survived through six generations. Today’s Lazy Z Ranch is only 83 acres. The remaining 1,317 acres 

have since been divided for development.  

What remained of the local milling and logging infrastructure in Sisters Country received its final blow in 

the early 1990’s for the sake of protecting the Northern Spotted Owl. Less than 15 years later, the 

surrounding forests began to burn. From 2002 – 2012, seven times more acres burned in Sisters Country 

than in the previous 100 years (1900-2000). Those fires included:  

• B&B Complex (2003) – 91,000 acres 

• Pole Creek Fire (2013) – 26,000 acres 

• Milli Fire (2017) – 24,000 acres 

However, one of the most devastating wildfires in Oregon’s history is still the Tillamook Burn from 1933 

through 1951 which engulfed 355,000 acres. In 1948, Oregonians narrowly passed a constitutional 

amendment to sell $12 million in bonds to reforest the land. Between 1949 and 1972, more than 72 

million seedlings were planted and a billion seeds were dropped from helicopters. Something that most 

folks don’t realize is the fact that since those fires, that forest has been actively managed to become the 

Tillamook State Forest. When harvest occurred, repayment costs of the bonds were taken off the top 

prior to timber revenue receipts being divided between Trust Land Counties and the Oregon 

Department of forestry.  

As the Forest grew, so did the demand for management. In 1995, I moved from Sisters and began my 

forestry career on the Tillamook State Forest. As I began building relationships with my co-workers, I 

quickly realized how impactful the jobs and revenue created by the forest were to the community. At 

this time, Tillamook County was known for the highest teen pregnancy rate in the state, the worst 

county roads in the state and an underfunded public safety department leading to high crime and 

domestic violence. This reminded me of Sisters Country after federal timber sales were all but 

eliminated. 



By the mid 1990’s, The Tillamook State Forest was in a position to begin a steady commercial thinning 

program. Jobs and revenue became more consistent and the social fabric began to mend. Access 

through the forest was improved and recreators gladly followed. 70 years after the last of the fires were 

extinguished, the reforestation efforts are continuing to produce results in the form of family wage jobs 

and sustainable revenue for local taxing districts. Unfortunately, there is a draconian effort on the part 

of special interest groups to reduce timber harvest by 34% for the next 70 years. All at the expense of 

rural Oregonians. 

I’ve heard comments from Board of Forestry members about being “between a rock and a hard place” 

or that “it just is what it is”. A 70-year commitment to the social fabric for rural Oregonians and the 

health of our managed State Forests deserve more than a cliché. I respectfully request this board 

consider the social strife that has been inflicted throughout this great state as a result of discontinuing 

active management on state and federal lands. This HCP is not the social legacy you should impart on 

our children and grandchildren. 

Dave Kunert 



 

Dear Chair Kelly and the Oregon Board of Forestry, 

I am writing on behalf of the Board and members of the Lane County Audubon Society. We appreciate 
the opportunity to comment on the Western Oregon State Forest Habitat Conservation Plan. Our 
organization is dedicated to the conservation of the natural environment with a primary focus on birds, 
and other wildlife and their habitats. Our members value a healthy forest because it: 

• Provides critical habitat for fish, birds, and other wildlife. In the western United States, they 
provide habitat for over 3,000 species, many of which do not occur elsewhere. 

• Provides critical wildlife corridors across the landscape. This is critical for healthy gene flow, 
successful mating opportunities, securing resources throughout the seasons, and protecting large 
animals that range widely. 

• Promotes climate resiliency by sequestering and storing carbon and maintaining healthy 
watersheds. 

• Increases resilience to the risks imposed by climate change and concurrent disease threat.  
• Reduces wildfire impacts and are more resilient to the impacts of wildfire.  
• Cleans and filters water. Provides clean drinking water. Cleans the air. 
• Cools stream temperature to promote salmon success and reduce algal blooms. 
• Reduces erosion and spread of invasive species. 
• Mitigates storms, droughts, and other harsh weather impacts. 
• Provides opportunities for healthy outdoor recreation and solace. Data has shown that time spent 

in nature is good for both our physical (including immune health) and our mental wellbeing.  
• Improves local economies through recreation and tourism industries. 

 
We urge that the extent and impact of logging activity be minimized so that the public can continue to 
enjoy the benefits of our state forests. We support a plan that is at least as protective as Conservation 
Alternative 3. This alternative balances sustainable timber harvest with the many other benefits that the 
forests provide. The proposed Habitat Conservation Plan was reached as a compromise solution after 
years of public input and debate between various stakeholders. Although part of the group of stakeholders 
that negotiated the draft HCP, the timber industry is now pushing to get rid of the compromise, 
erroneously claiming that it would cut jobs. In fact, an analysis (Dept of Forestry) calculated that timber 
jobs would increase more than 40% in Tillamook County and 10% in Clatsop County. 

We urge you to please adopt a strongly protective HCP. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
Debbie Schlenoff, Ph.D. 
Conservation Chair 
Lane County Audubon Society 



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: June Board of Forestry meeting: agenda item 1 | submitted written comment
Date: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 10:42:04 AM

From: Theresa & kate <tandkate@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2023 7:27 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: June Board of Forestry meeting: agenda item 1 | submitted written comment
 
Dear Chair Kelly and members of the Board of Forestry:

We offer this letter as an encouragement to reconsider the current draft HCP for state forest lands. From the sustained outcry from
members of the rural communities most impacted by the decreased harvests projected under the plan, there are clearly grave concerns that
should be addressed before moving forward. As you know, the management of Oregon’s state forests are intended to benefit all
Oregonians, not simply those who, often without understanding the role of sustainable forest management in maintaining forest health
and resilience, oppose the cutting of any tree. Although all Oregonians have a stake in Oregon’s forests, not all Oregonians have the same
relationship to and intimate knowledge of what constitutes sustainable care of Oregon’s forests. We are centuries beyond just “letting
forests be forests.” Forests are not abstract; they are living ecosystems that require scientifically informed, active care and management.
Caring about Oregon’s forests is not the same as caring for them—and the voices of those whose very lives are spent doing the latter
should carry more weight because of that simple fact.

An additional element of the draft HCP that is worthy of reconsideration is the impact of a reduction in harvest levels on the ODF budget.
This seems particularly concerning in a time of increased personnel pressures on the department, whether for fighting fires or
implementing (learning/explaining/monitoring) the PFA-related changes to the Forest Practices Act. Relying on general fund dollars—or
increased harvest tax dollars from private land sources—seems both risky and unsustainable.

Lastly, it is vital for the Board to keep in mind, in all of the difficult decisions before you, that there are significant pressures on family
forest owners in the current literal and political climate that are concerning for Oregon’s forests and Oregon’s future. From concerns over
loss of milling infrastructure—and the concomitant cascading loss of forestry contractors—to loss of harvestable areas due to the current
changes in the Forest Practices Act, private woodland owners are feeling under attack. Additionally, the aging of ownership base and the
lessening interest of succeeding generations to enter the fray that has become part and parcel of family forestland ownership is a serious
threat to keeping small forests as forests. The appeal—and therefore the threat—of land conversion is very real. Losing a small forested
acreage here or there may not seem unduly concerning—but with 75,000 small woodland owners in the state, those small acreages can
add up quickly and the losses could be devastating to Oregon’s forested future.

There is no shame in stepping back and taking time to fully and thoughtfully reconsider the draft HCP. In fact, it is the courageous
choice: to honor the voices of rural communities, even though they may be smaller in number, than their urban counterparts. Rural
voices, rural communities are a vital part of Oregon’s history, Oregon’s present and Oregon’s future. They deserve to be heard and taken
seriously—especially with their lives and livelihoods at stake. 

Thank you for the important work you do for ALL of Oregon’s forests and the people who love and rely on them.

Kate McMichael
Theresa Hausser
Vida, OR

mailto:BoardofForestry@odf.oregon.gov
mailto:Hilary.OLIVOS-ROOD@odf.oregon.gov


   
 

  

 

June 7, 2023  

 

Oregon Board of Forestry 

Oregon Department of Forestry Headquarters 

2600 State Street 

Salem, Oregon 97310  

 

 

Chair Kelly and Board of Forestry Members, and State Forester Mukumoto 

 

My name is Knox Marshall, and I am the Vice President of Resources for Murphy 

Company located in Eugene, Oregon.  Please accept this written testimony for 

submission of public comments, Agenda Item 1, 6/7/2023 public meeting.  

  

As I have mentioned before I would like to suggest that the Board consider a different 

meeting format periodically to hear from a full spectrum of stakeholders that are selected 

by the staff to consider a balanced approach with testimony provided by invited 

individuals. A format with longer testimony followed up by panel discussion, providing 

Board members the ability to ask questions to those providing testimony.  There is great 

value for the Board Members to be able to engage directly with a panel of commentors if 

questions arise specifically around topics covered.  This does not need to be every public 

meeting but a movement towards this format periodically would be encouraging for those 

who are going to be most impacted by policy changes.  

 

Founded in 1909, Murphy Company operates facilities in Washington and Oregon. 

Murphy employs approximately 970 people and is a leading producer of hardwood and 

softwood plywood, laminated veneer lumber (LVL), and softwood veneer in the Pacific 

Northwest.  Murphy Company operates two veneer plants in Oregon that are dependent 

on the ODF timber sale program.  The timber offered by the ODF into the marketplace is 

critical to our milling infrastructure and generates stable revenue for the counties that 

depend on them.  Sustainable forest management is critical for maintaining the milling 

infrastructure in small communities where our facilities are located and the jobs, they 

support are a key piece of the economic stability of the community. 

 

I am commenting today on the importance of sustainable timber production from the 

ODF State Land. The timber offered from State Lands is critical to the milling 

infrastructure in Rural Oregon.  The timber harvested creates revenue critical for the 



counties that depend on them.  The harvest level over the last decade is critical for 

maintaining the milling infrastructure in Oregon’s rural communities where our facilities 

are located and the jobs, they support are vital to the economic stability of each 

community.  Any reduction will jeopardize that balance. 

 

Decisions for the future of the Oregon State Forests must consider what impacts there 

will be as a result of these local decisions.  Oregon’s population is increasing and the 

demand for wood products is on the rise.  The concept of sustainable forest management 

can be described as the attainment of balance. The balance between society’s demands 

for forest products and the preservation of forest health and diversity. Responsible 

sourcing considering a global perspective is essential.  This balance is critical to the 

survival of forests and the well-being of forest-dependent communities in all areas of the 

world. 

 

Humans are not a zero impact species.  Balance is vital for our planet and the interactions 

throughout the global ecosystem.  Balance of our social responsibilities and equity for all 

communities, urban and rural, must also be considered.  Rural communities are 

disproportionately taking on the burden of the urban communities misguided 

understanding of the global balance.  Single decisions, including sustainable management 

of our state forests must consider the other impacts they will create elsewhere.  Our rural 

communities deserve consideration when contemplating decisions to import wood 

products from offshore to satisfy urban demands as we further constrain our domestic 

outputs. 

 

As the Board considers options for the State Forests, it should be recognized that highly 

regulated domestic producers will decline, and wood products will be imported to meet 

the shortfall in supply.  As Oregonians it is our responsibility to sustainably manage all 

forest lands for the perpetual outputs that balance the goals for the global environment 

with equitable economic considerations to our urban and rural population. 

 

We are confident that the Board of Forestry members will consider the best scientific 

guidelines on what should be recognized as it relates to carbon sequestration and active 

forest management.  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 4th 

Assessment recognized not only the carbon mitigation benefits of forests, but also the 

wood products derived from forests.   

 

• “Mitigation options by the forestry sector include extending carbon retention in 

harvested wood products, product substitution, and producing biomass for 

bioenergy. This carbon is removed from the atmosphere and is available to meet 

society’s needs for timber, fiber, and energy.”  

 

• “In the long term, a sustainable forest management strategy aimed at maintaining 

or increasing forest carbon stocks, while producing an annual sustained yield of 

timber, fiber or energy from the forest, will generate the largest sustained 

mitigation benefit.”  

 



The IPCC 6th assessment directly points out the global picture and what costs to carbon 

sequestration will be to substituting either other building products that are more carbon 

intensive in acquiring and producing, or even if substituting for other wood products from 

across the world what will be the additional energy used in generating and transporting 

those products to where they are used.     

 

• “…carbon storage in wood products and the potential for substitution effects can 

be increased by additional harvest, but with the risk of decreasing carbon storage 

in forest biomass when not done sustainably (Smith et al. 2019b). Conversely, 

reduced harvest may lead to gains in carbon storage in forest ecosystems locally, 

but these gains may be offset through international trade of forest products 

causing increased harvesting  

 

There often seems to be a lack of recognition from those who ideologically oppose active 

forest management that human activity – meeting society’s needs – requires tradeoffs.  

Short-term and long-term.  As the IPCC makes clear sustainable, science-based 

management and the forest products sector is part of the climate solution.  The 

conversation must focus on finding balance, not on an unrealistic expectation that we can 

meet the needs of an eight billion world population without environmental, social, and 

economic tradeoffs.  We rarely consider or evaluate the impacts of not taking action.  At 

Murphy Company, we are committed to that balance. 

 

We are appreciative that the Board of Forestry is being careful in all its assumptions to 

maintain a viable industry for equity towards the rural communities of Oregon while 

perpetually managing the state forests for sustained production of forest products.  The 

decisions made on the trajectory of these forests are critical to our state’s future as a 

provider of raw materials for our society’s needs and all the ecological contributions 

managed forests provide.  The debate over the importance of these issues will continue.  

There is often a failure by those who ideologically oppose active forest management to 

recognize these values are already shared by most Oregonians and have long been 

practiced by those working within the timber industry, creating an “either/or” conflict 

rather than appreciating that Oregon’s forests are an “and/in addition to” asset.  These 

values are the future of management decisions and will shape and guide the view of 

forest management worldwide.  Please be careful in consideration of management 

decisions that will drastically change the future of these State Forests.   

 

If you have any questions, please call me at . 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Knox Marshall 

Vice President Resources 

Murphy Company 



Hello, 

My name is Buck Olen and I’m the Sustainability Coordinator at Mountain Rose Herbs, I’d like to thank the Chair Kelly and 

Members of the Board for this opportunity to provide public comment today supporting the HCP alternative 3. I love 

Oregon and more than anything I love the beautiful forests, rivers, and lakes that can be found between the Pacific 

Ocean and the souring Cascade Mountains. I spend my free time hiking trails, biking scenic roadways, and watching the 

spectacular wildlife that Oregon is famous for. It is essential that you support a strong Habitat Conservation Plan for 

Western Oregon State Forests, that is at least as robust and protective as Conservation Alternative 3, that is grounded in 

science-based data and protects fish and wildlife for the benefit of all Oregonians. 

Public lands must be managed for the public good of all Oregonians. There are many considerations, and many 

livelihoods depend on the resources and richness Oregon State Forests offer. Mountain Rose Herbs is entirely based in 

Eugene, Oregon, and sells a wide variety of herbs across the USA, many of which are ethically wild harvested. Intact, bio-

diverse ecosystems are essential for our industry, for the botanicals that we source, for the two-hundred employees we 

have in the Eugene area and the millions of dollars in revenue our business generates every year. Mountain Rose Herbs 

understands the connection between the health of these ecosystems and the vitality and resiliency of our community 

and our business. We support environmental conservation, regenerative organic agriculture, and social justice. 

Approving a strong HCP not only provides more to habitat conservation, but it also enhances recreation, economic 

diversity, and ongoing timber production. 

Managing these lands requires us to consider the needs and challenges we face as Oregonians, but also needs, 

challenges, and outcomes of current policy for future generations. The fish, wildlife, rivers, and forests that exist in our 

state lands belong to, and are the responsibility of, all Oregonians. I urge you to make the decision for a strong HCP based 

on Alternative 3, it is the minimum of what we should be doing to ensure that the greatness of Oregon isn’t diminished. 

We must consider the impact of the decisions we make today for all Oregonians, both now and in the future. 

I’m a proud Oregonian, thankful for the opportunity to provide public comment today, and eager to know that I can 

continue to be proud of the way we manage our public forests.  

 

Buck Olen | Sustainability Coordinator  

sustainability@mountainroseherbs.com 

______________________  

Mountain Rose Herbs 

 

Eugene, OR  

 

www.mountainroseherbs.com 
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June 1, 2023 

Board of Forestry 
ODF Board Support Office  
2600 State St.  
Salem, OR 97310 

Dear Chair Kelly, Board of Forestry Members, and State Forester Mukumoto:   

On behalf of our members, the Oregon Public Ports Association (OPPA) is writing you to express our concerns with 
the direction of the Oregon Department of Forestry’s (ODF) proposed Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) for state 
forestlands.  Oregon’s 23 ports provide recreational, commercial, and economic services to residents and 
businesses in Oregon and beyond, serving as state, national, and international transportation gateways.  They are 
a key component in sustaining Oregon’s economy and quality of life and support thousands of family-wage jobs.  
One in six Oregon jobs is directly or indirectly tied to cargo, recreation, industrial, commercial, or other activities 
at Oregon’s ports. 

Our ports are predominately located in natural resource dependent communities where livelihoods are 
threatened by the draft HCP and the resulting 34 percent reduction in timber harvest from state forestlands. We 
ask that the Board of Forestry (Board) consider our members and their employees, tenants, customers, and 
communities before finalizing this plan. 

In addition to the economic ties that ports have with the forest sector, several of our member ports receive 
funding from state timber revenue. Small ports that lack deep draft capabilities still service small family-operated 
fishing, seafood, and other businesses and timber revenue is critical to their ability to maintain port infrastructure 
and dredging operations. Funding needs for infrastructure upgrades and hazard resiliency planning and 
preparedness will only increase in the coming years. 

Working forests, working waterfronts, agricultural lands, and the manufacturing jobs they create are the true 
backbone of our coastal communities.  The ramifications of lost capacity in any one of these sectors will ripple 
throughout the coastal economy and affect a wide array of business operations and public services. 

We believe the HCP process should be paused until ODF and the Board have fully studied the broader implications 

of this HCP and made modifications to the plan to better protect local businesses, ports, and public services. Given 

coastal communities will have to live with the impacts of this plan for the next 70 years, we believe the Board 

owes it to them to explore opportunities to improve economic outcomes under an HCP before it is too late.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark Landauer 

Executive Director 

Oregon Public Ports Association 

mailto:info@oregonports.com
http://www.oregonports.com/


From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: Agenda item #1 at 6/7/23 public meeting
Date: Friday, June 30, 2023 11:20:26 AM

From: Emily Polanshek < >
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2023 9:12 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: Agenda item #1 at 6/7/23 public meeting

Chair Kelly and Members of the Board,

My name is Emily Polanshek. I am a retired teacher from Canby School District. My
husband and I have two grandchildren, ages 6 and 9. I am a passionate advocate for a
livable world for my former students, my grandchildren, all other children alive today
and yet to be born.

My husband and I relish hiking, biking, camping, birding, and swimming in natural areas
as often as possible. When we do, we make sure to patronize nearby local businesses and
tip well at eateries.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment in favor of a strong Habitat Conservation
Plan for Western Oregon State Forests. Of the currently-available versions, I support
Conservation Alternative 3 that is science-based and protects fish, forests and wildlife
for the benefit of us all.

In addition to my passion to protect natural areas for recreation, I have two other vital
concerns:

We must protect habitat and biodiversity as if our own survival as humans
depended on it, because it does. Life on this planet is interconnected. We put our
own species at risk when we plunder and extract natural resources as if they were
infinite. Our wild spaces have dwindled greatly. I believe, from my readings, that
we need to return as much land to the wild as possible.

We must protect old growth and mature forests as natural carbon sinks. Science
tells us we have already crossed some vital tipping points by increasing the amount
of greenhouse gases* in the atmosphere, with tipping points fast approaching. We
can expect storms of all sorts, and wildfires and flooding, to intensify and become
more frequent.



 
Please, I beg of you, approve the strongest possible Habitat Conservation Plan for
Western Oregon State Forests. Do it for your children and grandchildren too!
 
Thank you,
Emily Polanshek
 
* https://www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/climate-change-
atmospheric-carbon-dioxide
May 12, 2023
Based on the annual report from NOAA's Global Monitoring Lab, global average
atmospheric carbon dioxide was 417.06 parts per million ("ppm" for short) in 2022,
setting a new record high. The increase between 2021 and 2022 was 2.13 ppm—the 11th
year in a row where the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere increased by more
than 2 ppm.

 
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 





From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: NW Steelheaders Supports the HCP Alternative 3
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:15:19 PM

From: Norm Ritchie 
Sent: Wednesday, June 7, 2023 9:37 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Cc: Bob Oleson 
Subject: NW Steelheaders Supports the HCP Alternative 3
 
Chair Kelly and members of the board,
 
My name is Norm Ritchie and I am a board member of the Association of NW Steelheaders.  I have a
home in Rockaway Beach, surrounded by the Tillamook Forest. I have fished Tillamook Bay, its
tributaries and the ocean for over 5 decades for salmon, steelhead and trout.
 
The Association of NW Steelheaders is made up of thousands of passionate Conservation minded
sport anglers that enjoy fishing the waters of the Tillamook State Forest and contribute time and
money to restore its fish populations. The wild fish of the Tillamook State Forest are at the brink,  so
we need other forest stakeholders to help our once-abundant wild fish.
Public polls show that Oregonians wish these public lands to be prioritized for the management of
cold, clean water and ample fish and wildlife habitat along with timber harvest.  We will continue to
support timber harvest but Salmon are a forest product too.  With lethal summer water
temperatures taking a significant toll on salmon, steelhead and other species, NOW is the time to
right the wrongs of the past that are compromising the recovery of these fish.
 
The ANWS urges moving forward with the Habitat Conservation Plan with strong support for
ALTERNATIVE 3, providing the best possible protections for our imperiled wild salmon and steelhead
populations, giving them a fighting chance to recover and hopefully thrive throughout these north
coast watersheds. Alternative 3 is a step in the right direction.
 
Thank you
 
Norman E. Ritchie
At Large Director
Association of Northwest Steelheaders

 



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: Ensuring a strong and effective Habitat Conservation Plan
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:21:42 PM

From: RAND SCHENCK < >
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2023 3:19 AM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: Ensuring a strong and effective Habitat Conservation Plan
 
To:                   Oregon Board of Forestry 
From:               Rand Schenck, Forestry Lead, Metro Climate Action Team 
Date:               June 6, 2023     
Subject:           HCP and FPFO 
 
Chair Kelly and Members of the Board of Forestry, 
 
I want to make a comparison to the HCP and FPFO process you are now engaged in and what
happened in our National Forests in the Pacific Northwest some 30 years ago. Those forests
for several decades were harvested at unsustainable levels and finally in the early 90s the
Judicial branch of our government told the Executive and Legislative branches to stop breaking
the law and comply with the Endangered Species Act. The result was the Northwest Forest
Plan. Another result was the need to revise forest management plans, many of which were
developed over the decade of the 80s, to ensure compliance with the law.  
 
With the HCP you are simply acting to comply with the law. The HCP process needs to
continue to ensure your compliance. Now, 30 years after the Northwest Forest Plan, we are
faced with catastrophic climate change, climate crisis, climate chaos. April was our coldest
month on record. May had more 90 degrees days than were ever recorded historically. We
face the imperative of doing what we can to mitigate that crisis, that chaos. The Greatest
Permanent Value should include mitigation. The most powerful natural climate solution by far
is to simply grow trees longer. 
 
Over time the Northwest Forest Plan led to an approach called ecological management. Now
that approach could be called climate smart forestry. That is what the Board needs to pursue
with its HCP and FPFO. Forestry that optimizes carbon sequestration and storage and
resilience while minimizing greenhouse gas emissions. Grow trees longer, protect mature and
old growth trees, maintain a diversity of species, ages and structures.  
 
Thanks for your consideration, 
 



Rand Schenck, 
Forestry Lead, Metro Climate Action Team 



From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: Testimony for Board of Forestry About HCP -
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:14:42 PM

From: Mary Schutten < >
Sent: Wednesday, June 7, 2023 3:03 PM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: Testimony for Board of Forestry About HCP -
 
Mary Schutten's Testimony

Mary Schutten 

Non affiliated

Agenda item focus: Agenda for June 7th, 2023, item #1. about 
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)

Greetings Board Members:

Thank you to the Board for all your hard work. 
It is critical that we move forward on the long overdue Habitat 
Conservation Plan.  The ecosystem cannot wait any longer. Please support 
Alternative 3, it provides the best protections possible for our coastal 
ecosystems. 

It’s critical that we move forward on the long overdue Habitat 
Conservation Plan.  The ecosystem cannot wait any longer.

Years ago I helped run a commercial fishery for salmon. I experienced how 
Alaska protects its natural ocean fishery resources ! Oregon can too.

I am a typical Oregian who loves fishing w/pole. However, I am  seeking 
MORE opportunities, not less. Coastal salmon opportunities have dropped 
precipitously in recent years.



Most importantly, I live on the water because I know its value as Oregon’s  
greatest asset, A robust HCP protects clean, cold water which in turn 
improves the whole ecosystem we all care about. Again, please support 
Alternative 3, it provides the best protections possible for our coastal 
ecosystems.

Thank you for the opportunity to have my voice heard.

Stay safe and strong,
Mary Schutten

“We are the ones we have been waiting for."

-- 
Stay safe and strong,
Mary 
She/her/hers
“We are the ones we have been waiting for."



 

Alan R.P. Journet Ph.D. 

Cofacilitator 

Southern Oregon Climate Action Now 

7113 Griffin Lane 

Jacksonville OR 97530-9342 

May 28th 2023 

alan@socan.eco 

541-301-4107 / 541-500-2331 

Oregon Board of Forestry 

Oregon Department of Forestry Headquarters 

2600 State Street 

Salem, Oregon 97310 

 

Chair Kelly and members of the Oregon Board of Forestry 

I write as cofacilitator of Southern Oregon Climate Action Now, an organization of over 2000 rural 

Southern Oregonians who are concerned about the climate crisis and urge statewide action to address it.  

Our mission is to promote awareness and understanding about the climate crisis and stimulate individual 

and collective action to address this existential problem, doing so within a framework of promoting 

social justice.  

I write today in relation to efforts by the timber industry to undermine the Forestry Accord by promoting 

logging at the expense of other forest services.  

I note that a survey undertaken by Oregon Values & Beliefs Center reveals that Oregonians generally 

place far greater value on the natural and life support services our forests perform than on their role in 

providing lumber.  Thus OVBC (2022) reports 89% of respondents (N = 1,554) categorize habitat for 

wildlife as either very important (73%) or somewhat important (16%), while the same % identify cool, 

clean water for fish as very important (71%) or somewhat important (18%), and 88% identify drinking 

water for nearby communities as very important (88%) or somewhat important (18%). Meanwhile, 68% 

identify carbon storage (mitigating climate change) as very important (50%) or somewhat important 

(18%). At the lower end of the scale of values, we find lumber for construction at only 58%, with very 

important (33%) and somewhat important (25%) while economic support for rural communities scores 

only 62%, with very important (40%) and somewhat important (23%).   

Unsurprisingly, we at Southern Oregon Climate Action Now would place a higher priority on carbon 

storage than the poll suggests does the general population. 

The message from this poll is that timber products from our forests are not ranked as important by 

Oregonians as are wildlife and climate services. It is in this vein that I urge the Oregon Board of Forestry 

to evaluate the Habitat Conservation Plan options resulting from the Forestry Accord.  

Thus, given the OVBC poll data and the SOCAN concerns about the climate crisis, we strongly urge the 

Board of Forestry to look favorably upon HCP Alternative 3.   

mailto:alan@socan.eco


Maybe it’s time for Oregon to adopt a Greatest Permanent Value statement for forest management that 

acknowledges the values that Oregonians assign to our forests over and above that of extractable 

timber. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Alan R.P. Journet Ph.D. 

Southern Oregon Climate Action Now 

Source Cited: 

OVBC 2022 Forest Management Practices. Oregon Values & Beliefs Center https://oregonvbc.org/forest-

practices/  

https://oregonvbc.org/forest-practices/
https://oregonvbc.org/forest-practices/


 

 

 
 

June 7, 2023 
 
Board of Forestry 
ODF Board Support Office  
2600 State St.  
Salem, OR 97310 
 
RE:  June 2023 Board of Forestry Meeting Written Comments – Agenda Item 1 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
The Special Districts Association of Oregon represents over 960 special service districts throughout 
Oregon who provide services ranging from fire protection, health care, water, wastewater, park 
and recreation, irrigation, transportation, and many others. 
 
512 of these districts are located in the fifteen counties that are part of the Council of Forest Trust 
Land Counties.  Many of these districts are almost entirely dependent on property taxes and the 
revenues they receive from State Forest Lands.  Property tax dependent special districts have 
limited to no options for raising additional revenue because of Oregon’s property tax limitations.  
Fire districts are probably the most impacted type of special district, because of their high reliance 
on the limited property taxes they receive.  Reducing their revenue from any source, especially 
from State Forest Lands, will have a direct impact on their ability to assist in protecting from 
wildfire the forests that the Board of Forestry is charged with managing.   
 
You will see from the attached document, which displays the operating budget of special districts 
located within the fifteen counties, that most of these districts serve disadvantaged communities 
with significantly small budgets.  170 operate on a budget of under $100,000.  For these special 
districts even a small reduction in revenue is the difference between affording tires for trucks, 
purchasing needed medical supplies or adequately staffing critical lifesaving services.   
 
Because of the critical financial impact on special districts and the communities they serve SDAO 
supports the Forests Trust Land Advisory Committee’s position that the Habitat Conservation Plan 
process should be paused to fully consider the financial impact that it will have on the special 
districts that rely on Sate Forest Land funds to serve their local communities and protect the State 
forests. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Frank Stratton 
Executive Director 
 



EntityName County City Type Budget

Deer Island Drainage Improvement Company Columbia St. Helens Drainage 1,000

Mill Four Drainage District Lincoln Toledo Drainage 1,159

Country Estates Road District Benton Corvallis Road 1,868

Green Knolls Special Road District Klamath Klamath Falls Road 2,000

Bear Valley Special Road District Lincoln Otis Road 2,500

Oakville Community Center Linn Shedd Park & Recreation 2,500

Meadows Drainage District Klamath Fort Klamath Drainage 2,689

Moorea Drive Special Road District Douglas Roseburg Road 3,250

Little Muddy Creek Water Control Linn Harrisburg Water Control 3,600

Salmon River Park Water Improvement District Clackamas Sandy Water 4,000

Blue River Park & Recreation District Lane Blue River Park & Recreation 4,250

Rainier Drainage Improvement Company Columbia Rainier Drainage 4,330

Poe Valley Park & Recreation District Klamath Klamath Falls Park & Recreation 4,460

Labish Village Sewage & Drainage Marion Salem Sanitary 4,630

McDonald Forest Estates Special Road District Benton Corvallis Road 4,725

Westwood Village Road District Lincoln Tidewater Road 5,000

West Labish Drainage & Water Control Improvement DistrictMarion Salem Drainage 5,000

Darley Drive Special Road District Douglas Roseburg Road 5,525

Little Nestucca Drainage District Tillamook Cloverdale Drainage 5,600

Rink Creek Water District Coos Coquille Water 6,000

Surfland Road District Lincoln South Beach Road 6,000

Lake Point Special Road District Lincoln Neotsu Road 6,500

Silver Sands Special Road District Lincoln Seal Rock Road 6,627

Cedar Crest Special Road District Coos Coos Bay Road 7,000

Modoc Point Sanitary District Klamath Chiloquin Sanitary 7,000

Idaho Point Special Road District Lincoln South Beach Road 7,605

Vineyard Mountain Park & Recreation District Benton Corvallis Park & Recreation 7,720

Pioneer District Improvement Company Klamath Klamath Falls Irrigation 8,000

Carmel Beach Water District Lincoln Newport Water 8,000

Elkton Estates Phase II Special Road District Douglas Elkton Road 8,250

Berndt Subdivision Water Improvement District Columbia Vernonia Water 8,294

Ridgewood Road District Benton Corvallis Road 8,350

Boulder Creek Retreat Special Road District Lincoln Otis Road 8,500

Ridgewood District Improvement Company Benton Corvallis Water 8,795

Country Club Water District Clackamas Brightwood Water 9,740

Cedar Trails Special Road District Klamath Keno Road 9,800

Pine Flat District Improvement Company Klamath Dairy Drainage 9,827

Goldfinch Road District Klamath Bonanza Road 10,000

Hidden Valley Special Road District Benton Philomath Road 11,230

Apple Rogue District Improvement Company Josephine Grants Pass Water 11,500

Woodland Park Special Road District Klamath Chiloquin Road 11,989

Pacific Riviera #3 Special Road District Coos Bandon Road 12,149

Pleasant Hill R.F.P.D. Lane Pleasant Hill Fire / Ambulance 12,250

Goshen R.F.P.D. Lane Eugene Fire / Ambulance 12,500

Clatskanie Drainage Improvement Company Columbia Clatskanie Drainage 12,700

Baker Riverton Road District Coos Coquille Road 12,706

Wauna Water District Columbia Westport Water 14,400

Sleepy Hollow Water District Clackamas Brightwood Water 15,000

Woods Road District Coos Coquille Road 15,775

Merlin Community Park District Josephine Merlin Park & Recreation 16,200

Westwood Hills Road District Benton Corvallis Road 17,000

Antelope Meadows Special Road District Klamath La Pine Road 17,400

Starr Creek Road District Lincoln Yachats Road 17,500

Belle Mer S.I.G.L. Tracts Special Road District Lincoln Depoe Bay Road 18,170

Rosewood Estates Road District Benton Philomath Road 19,638

Coaledo Drainage District Coos Coquille Drainage 20,000

Miroco Special Road District Lincoln Depoe Bay Road 20,000



Panther Creek Road District Lincoln Otis Road 20,000

Dean Minard Water District Coos Coquille Water 20,889

Merrill Cemetery Maintenance District Klamath Merrill Cemetery 21,000

Lookingglass Olalla Water Control District Douglas Roseburg Water Control 21,454

Powers Health District Coos Powers Hospital / Health 21,550

Jack Pine Village Special Road District Klamath Gilchrist Road 21,599

Carlson Primrose Special Road District Coos North Bend Road 22,099

Suburban Lighting District Klamath Klamath Falls Miscellaneous 23,150

Westridge Water District Lane Westfir Water 23,440

Millicoma River Park & Recreation District Coos Allegany Park & Recreation 23,700

Country Club Estates Special Water District Coos Coos Bay Water 24,000

Cammann Road District Coos Coos Bay Road 24,400

Southview Improvement District Lane Florence Water 24,859

Siletz Keys Sanitary District Lincoln Gleneden Beach Sanitary 25,000

Queener Irrigation Improvement District Linn Scio Irrigation 25,000

Shoreline Sanitary District Clatsop Warrenton Sanitary 25,500

River Pines Estates Special Road District Klamath La Pine Road 26,000

West Lane Emergency Operations Group Lane Florence Miscellaneous 26,750

Skyline View District Improvement Company Klamath Klamath Falls Water 26,800

Juno Nonprofit Water Improvement District Tillamook Tillamook Water 27,627

Milo Volunteer Fire Department Douglas Days Creek Fire / Ambulance 27,665

Trask Drainage District Tillamook Tillamook Drainage 27,819

Gleneden Beach Special Road District Lincoln Gleneden Beach Road 28,465

Tiller R.F.P.D. Douglas Tiller Fire / Ambulance 29,000

Nedonna R.F.P.D. Tillamook Rockaway Beach Fire / Ambulance 29,414

Pine Grove Irrigation District Klamath Klamath Falls Irrigation 29,700

Bar L Ranch Road District Douglas Glide Road 30,000

Gardiner R.F.P.D. Douglas Gardiner Fire / Ambulance 30,360

McKenzie Palisades Water Supply Corporation Lane Vida Water 30,663

Poe Valley Improvement District Klamath Klamath Falls Irrigation 30,951

Riverside Water District Clackamas Sandy Water 31,700

Tillamook Bay Flood Improvement District Tillamook Tillamook Water 31,750

Days Creek R.F.P.D. Douglas Days Creek Fire / Ambulance 33,000

Keno Pines Road District Klamath Keno Road 33,000

Newberry Estates Special Road District Klamath La Pine Road 33,050

Bridge R.F.P.D. Coos Myrtle Point Fire / Ambulance 33,124

Tigard Water District Washington Portland Water 33,179

Mossy Brae Water District Clackamas West Linn Water 35,320

Pine Grove Water District-Klamath Falls Klamath Klamath Falls Water 35,760

Three Rivers Ranch Road District Tillamook Hebo Road 35,992

Klamath Falls Forest Estates Special Road District Unit #2 Klamath Bonanza Road 37,000

Salmonberry Trail Intergovernmental Agency Marion Portland Miscellaneous 37,000

For Far Road District Lincoln South Beach Road 38,000

Myrtle Creek R.F.P.D. Douglas Myrtle Creek Fire / Ambulance 38,150

Keno Irrigation District Klamath Klamath Falls Irrigation 39,437

Fairview R.F.P.D. Coos Coquille Fire / Ambulance 39,450

Sutherlin Valley Recreation District Douglas Sutherlin Park & Recreation 39,800

John Day Water District Clatsop Astoria Water 40,000

Blodgett-Summit R.F.P.D. Benton Blodgett Fire / Ambulance 41,010

Midland Drainage Improvement District Columbia Clatskanie Drainage 42,160

Upper Cleveland Rapids Road District Douglas Winchester Road 42,710

Forest Grove R.F.P.D. Washington Forest Grove Fire / Ambulance 45,000

Mt. Laki Cemetery District Klamath Midland Cemetery 45,400

Bly R.F.P.D. Klamath Bly Fire / Ambulance 46,015

Calapooia R.F.P.D. Douglas Sutherlin Fire / Ambulance 48,150

Riverbend Riverbank Water Improvement District Clackamas West Linn Water 48,578

Fat Elk Drainage District Coos North Bend Drainage 49,680

Asbahr-Pilkington Road District Benton Corvallis Road 50,000



Klamath River Acres Special Road District Klamath Keno Road 50,000

Bayshore Special Road District Lincoln Waldport Road 50,000

Lost Creek Park Special Road District Lincoln South Beach Road 50,000

Kilchis Water District Tillamook Tillamook Water 51,545

Pine Grove Highlands Special Road District Klamath Klamath Falls Road 51,575

Two Rivers North Special Road District Klamath Crescent Road 53,000

Falcon-Cove Beach Water District Clatsop Arch Cape Water 54,150

Beaver Slough Drainage District Coos Coos Bay Drainage 54,250

Alsea R.F.P.D. Benton Alsea Fire / Ambulance 54,500

Chinook Drive Special Road District Benton Corvallis Road 54,835

Chiloquin Vector Control District Klamath Chiloquin Vector 56,250

Malin Community Cemetery Maintenance District Klamath Malin Cemetery 56,420

Elkton R.F.P.D. Douglas Elkton Fire / Ambulance 57,700

Kellogg Rural Fire District Douglas Sutherlin Fire / Ambulance 62,354

Blue River Water District Lane Blue River Water 62,375

Little Switzerland Special Road District Lincoln Tidewater Road 62,480

Lake Labish Water Control District Marion Brooks Water Control 62,700

Yoncalla Park & Recreation District Douglas Yoncalla Park & Recreation 63,398

Star Satellite Improvement District Washington Banks Water 63,865

Willamette River Water Coalition Washington Beaverton Water 66,500

Dora-Sitkum R.F.P.D. Coos Myrtle Point Fire / Ambulance 66,528

Hoskins-Kings Valley R.F.P.D. Benton Philomath Fire / Ambulance 67,780

Lookingglass Rural Fire District Douglas Roseburg Fire / Ambulance 68,355

Poe Valley Vector Control District Klamath Klamath Falls Vector 68,950

Otter Rock Water District Lincoln Otter Rock Water 71,256

Union Gap Water District Douglas Oakland Water 71,350

Sundown Sanitation District Clatsop Warrenton Sanitary 73,884

Klamath County Fire District #5 Klamath Bonanza Fire / Ambulance 75,030

Sumner R.F.P.D. Coos Coos Bay Fire / Ambulance 75,522

Bandon Cranberry Water Control District Coos Bandon Water Control 77,759

Westport-Wauna R.F.P.D. Clatsop Westport Fire / Ambulance 78,600

Row River Valley Water District Lane Dorena Water 79,965

Azalea R.F.P.D. Douglas Azalea Fire / Ambulance 80,200

Alder Creek-Barlow Water District No. 29 Clackamas Sandy Water 82,000

Glendale R.F.P.D. Douglas Glendale Fire / Ambulance 82,350

Bonanza Big Springs Park & Recreation District Klamath Bonanza Park & Recreation 82,948

Lamontai Improvement District Lane Cottage Grove Water 83,926

Malin R.F.P.D. Klamath Malin Fire / Ambulance 84,750

Southwood Park Water District Clackamas Lake Grove Water 85,310

Bly Vector Control District Klamath Bly Vector 85,325

Scottsburg R.F.P.D. Douglas Scottsburg Fire / Ambulance 86,800

Greenacres R.F.P.D. Coos Coos Bay Fire / Ambulance 88,410

Swisshome-Deadwood R.F.P.D. Lane Swisshome Fire / Ambulance 88,850

Two Rivers S.W.C.D. Josephine Grants Pass Soil & Water Conservation 89,443

Bonanza Memorial Park Cemetery District Klamath Bonanza Cemetery 90,200

Klamath County Fire District #3 Klamath Sprague River Fire / Ambulance 95,550

Mapleton Fire Department Lane Mapleton Fire / Ambulance 95,590

Olney-Walluski Fire & Rescue District Clatsop Astoria Fire / Ambulance 97,430

Beaver Drainage Improvement Company, Inc. Columbia Clatskanie Drainage 97,927

Camas Valley R.F.P.D. Douglas Camas Valley Fire / Ambulance 98,016

Vineyard Mountain Special Road District Benton Corvallis Road 98,150

Shangri-La Water District Lane Walterville Water 98,190

Kerby Water District Josephine Kerby Water 98,400

Wood River District Improvement Company Klamath Medford Irrigation 99,111

Klamath Interoperability Radio Group Klamath Klamath Falls Communications 100,000

Beaver Creek Water Control District Marion Aumsville Water Control 100,342

Union Gap Sanitary District Douglas Oakland Sanitary 100,900

Clatsop County S.W.C.D. Clatsop Astoria Soil & Water Conservation 102,196



Tone Water District Tillamook Tillamook Water 103,820

Merrill R.F.P.D. Klamath Merrill Fire / Ambulance 104,800

Warrenton R.F.P.D. Clatsop Warrenton Fire / Ambulance 105,221

Bonanza R.F.P.D. Klamath Bonanza Fire / Ambulance 105,368

Wolf Creek R.F.P.D. Josephine Wolf Creek Fire / Ambulance 106,818

Elsie-Vinemaple R.F.P.D. #11 Clatsop Seaside Fire / Ambulance 107,863

Port of Coquille River Coos Myrtle Point Port 110,320

Rock Creek Water District Polk Grand Ronde Water 110,783

Lake Creek R.F.P.D. - Lane County Lane Blachly Fire / Ambulance 111,200

Monitor R.F.P.D. Marion Woodburn Fire / Ambulance 111,500

Lorane R.F.P.D. Lane Lorane Fire / Ambulance 111,650

Willow Dale Water District Clatsop Astoria Water 111,900

Winchester Bay R.F.P.D. Douglas Winchester Bay Fire / Ambulance 117,022

Klamath S.W.C.D. Klamath Klamath Falls Soil & Water Conservation 119,309

Lower Siletz Water District Lincoln Lincoln City Water 119,900

Grand Prairie Water Control District Linn Albany Water Control 121,875

East Valley Water District Marion Mount Angel Irrigation 122,000

Long Prairie Water District Tillamook Tillamook Water 128,260

Cloverdale Sanitary District Tillamook Cloverdale Sanitary 128,850

CHR District Improvement Company Tillamook Otis Water 130,629

Siuslaw S.W.C.D. Lane Florence Soil & Water Conservation 133,334

Estacada Cemetery Maintenance District Clackamas Estacada Cemetery 135,950

Gates R.F.P.D. Marion Gates Fire / Ambulance 138,930

Cloverdale Water District Tillamook Cloverdale Water 141,150

North Douglas Library District Douglas Drain Library 142,950

Beverly Beach Water District Lincoln Newport Water 143,485

Bailey-Spencer R.F.P.D. Lane Eugene Fire / Ambulance 146,300

Hazeldell Rural Fire District Lane Oakridge Fire / Ambulance 149,180

Marcola Water District Lane Springfield Water 149,550

Klamath Basin Improvement District Klamath Klamath Falls Irrigation 152,087

Greenberry Irrigation District Benton Corvallis Irrigation 152,988

Sandpiper Village Special Road District Lincoln Waldport Road 154,217

North Lincoln Health District Lincoln Lincoln City Hospital / Health 155,000

Oakland R.F.P.D. Douglas Oakland Fire / Ambulance 155,561

Falcon Heights Water and Sewer Klamath Klamath Falls Sanitary 157,981

Klamath County Predatory Animal Control District Klamath Merrill Vector 158,000

Gardiner Sanitary District Douglas Gardiner Sanitary 161,500

Watseco-Barview Water District Tillamook Rockaway Water 164,020

North Lebanon Water Control District Linn Lebanon Water Control 164,209

Umpqua S.W.C.D. Douglas Reedsport Soil & Water Conservation 164,538

Illinois Valley S.W.C.D. Josephine Cave Junction Soil & Water Conservation 165,000

Linn S.W.C.D. Linn Tangent Soil & Water Conservation 166,857

Tillamook Lightwave IGA Tillamook Tillamook Public Utility 171,219

Canyonville South Umpqua Fire District Douglas Canyonville Fire / Ambulance 171,575

Lacomb Irrigation District Linn Lebanon Irrigation 172,150

South Santiam River Water Control District Marion Jefferson Water Control 177,730

Fargo Interchange Service District Marion Salem Miscellaneous 178,065

Beaver Water District Tillamook Cloverdale Water 178,500

Klamath County Fire District #4 Klamath Klamath Falls Fire / Ambulance 180,150

Lane Rural Fire And Rescue Lane Veneta Fire / Ambulance 183,100

Bly Water And Sanitary District Klamath Bly Sanitary 187,500

Panther Creek Water District Lincoln Otis Water 190,000

Mary's River Estates Road District Benton Philomath Road 192,000

Drakes Crossing R.F.P.D. Marion Silverton Fire / Ambulance 193,250

Port of Nehalem Tillamook Nehalem Port 193,310

Modoc Point Irrigation District Klamath Chiloquin Irrigation 194,850

Lower Umpqua Park & Recreation District Douglas Reedsport Park & Recreation 200,100

Crescent Water Supply And Improvement District Klamath Crescent Water 203,100



Dexter Sanitary District Lane Dexter Sanitary 205,555

Santa Clara Water District Lane Springfield Water 206,420

Economic Development Council of Tillamook County Tillamook Tillamook Miscellaneous 209,645

Colton Water District #11 Clackamas Colton Water 222,709

Government Camp Road District Clackamas Government CampRoad 225,325

Jefferson Park & Recreation District Marion Jefferson Park & Recreation 226,772

Coquille R.F.P.D. Coos North Bend Fire / Ambulance 227,400

Rainier Cemetery District Columbia Clatskanie Cemetery 227,500

Crescent Sanitary District Klamath Crescent Sanitary 230,880

Hamlet R.F.P.D. Clatsop Seaside Fire / Ambulance 231,950

Mapleton Water District Lane Mapleton Water 232,920

Tenmile R.F.P.D. Douglas Tenmile Fire / Ambulance 235,200

Mill City R.F.P.D. #2-303 Marion Mill City Fire / Ambulance 236,700

Oregon P.U.D. Association Lane Eugene Miscellaneous 242,750

Merrill Park District Klamath Merrill Park & Recreation 245,000

Lower Umpqua Library District Douglas Reedsport Library 245,400

North Douglas Park & Recreation District Douglas Drain Park & Recreation 246,100

Mulino Water District #1 Clackamas Mulino Water 248,950

East Lincoln County Fire And Rescue Lincoln Toledo Fire / Ambulance 252,700

Millington R.F.P.D. #5 Coos Coos Bay Fire / Ambulance 254,417

Bonanza-Langell Valley Vector Control District Klamath Bonanza Vector 255,000

Ash Creek Water Control District Polk Independence Water Control 258,110

Riddle Fire Protection District Douglas Riddle Fire / Ambulance 258,250

North Bay R.F.P.D. #9 Coos North Bend Fire / Ambulance 258,500

Central Cascades Fire and EMS Klamath Crescent Lake Fire / Ambulance 262,200

Shelley Road Crest Acres Water District Coos Coquille Water 273,734

Tri City R.F.P.D. #4 Douglas Myrtle Creek Fire / Ambulance 278,775

Clatskanie Library District Columbia Clatskanie Library 282,763

Government Camp Sanitary District Clackamas Government CampSanitary 286,390

Neah-Kah-Nie Water District Tillamook Nehalem Water 287,572

Cornelius R.F.P.D. Washington Cornelius Fire / Ambulance 289,000

Lakeside R.F.P.D. #4 Coos Lakeside Fire / Ambulance 290,950

Scappoose Drainage Improvement Company Columbia Scappoose Drainage 292,104

Columbia County 4-H & Extension Service District Columbia St. Helens County Service 293,000

Hauser R.F.P.D. Coos North Bend Fire / Ambulance 293,000

Siletz R.F.P.D. Lincoln Siletz Fire / Ambulance 298,760

Miles Crossing Sanitary Sewer District Clatsop Astoria Sanitary 302,000

Devils Lake Water Improvement District Lincoln Lincoln City Miscellaneous 303,800

Malin Community Park & Recreation District Klamath Malin Park & Recreation 304,550

Brooks Community Service District Marion Salem Sanitary 307,030

Seal Rock R.F.P.D. Lincoln Seal Rock Fire / Ambulance 308,700

Chemult R.F.P.D. Klamath Chemult Fire / Ambulance 309,900

Upper McKenzie R.F.P.D. Lane McKenzie Bridge Fire / Ambulance 310,000

Hebo Joint Water-Sanitary Authority Tillamook Hebo Water 315,000

St. Paul R.F.P.D. Marion St. Paul Fire / Ambulance 315,033

Newport R.F.P.D. Lincoln Newport Fire / Ambulance 327,760

Western Lane Ambulance District Lane Florence Fire / Ambulance 330,500

Zumwalt R.F.P.D. Lane Eugene Fire / Ambulance 338,152

Sutherlin Water Control District Douglas Sutherlin Water Control 343,753

Arch Cape Sanitary District Clatsop Arch Cape Sanitary 344,250

Central Coos Fire & Rescue Coos Coos Bay Fire / Ambulance 350,163

Horsefly Irrigation District Klamath Bonanza Irrigation 350,210

Enterprise Irrigation District Klamath Klamath Falls Irrigation 359,168

Salishan Sanitary District Lincoln Lincoln City Sanitary 361,222

Bunker Hill Sanitary District Coos Coos Bay Sanitary 377,200

Malin Irrigation District Klamath Malin Irrigation 378,120

Idanha-Detroit Rural Fire Protection District Marion Idanha Fire / Ambulance 380,000

River Road Water District Lane Eugene Water 387,840



Eugene R.F.P.D. # 1 Lane Eugene Fire / Ambulance 391,900

Arch Cape Domestic Water Supply District Clatsop Arch Cape Water 393,494

Scappoose Public Library District Columbia Scappoose Library 420,350

Brownsville R.F.P.D. Linn Brownsville Fire / Ambulance 424,900

Port of Alsea Lincoln Waldport Port 432,905

Gearhart R.F.P.D. Clatsop Gearhart Fire / Ambulance 433,000

Clatskanie Park & Recreation District Columbia Clatskanie Park & Recreation 433,000

Dexter R.F.P.D. Lane Dexter Fire / Ambulance 443,693

Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue Lane Florence Fire / Ambulance 448,933

Lincoln S.W.C.D. Lincoln Newport Soil & Water Conservation 451,598

Josephine County 4-H & Extension Service District Josephine Grants Pass Miscellaneous 452,461

Adair R.F.P.D. Benton Corvallis Fire / Ambulance 454,272

Port of Umpqua Douglas Reedsport Port 464,900

Dallas Cemetery District #4 Polk Dallas Cemetery 468,120

Lyons-Mehama Water District Linn Lyons Water 471,014

Lane Library District Lane Creswell Library 472,507

Fairview Water District Tillamook Tillamook Water 472,950

Marion County Extension & 4H Service District Marion Salem Miscellaneous 475,651

Williams R.F.P.D. Josephine Williams Fire / Ambulance 480,900

Colton R.F.P.D. Clackamas Colton Fire / Ambulance 500,350

Rocky Point Fire & EMS Klamath Klamath Falls Fire / Ambulance 505,465

North Albany R.F.P.D. Linn Albany Fire / Ambulance 513,776

Greater Toledo Pool Recreation District Lincoln Toledo Park & Recreation 514,800

Glenwood Water District Lane Springfield Water 523,050

Crescent R.F.P.D. Klamath Gilchrist Fire / Ambulance 525,076

Lowell R.F.P.D. Lane Lowell Fire / Ambulance 525,195

Winchester Bay Sanitary District Douglas Winchester Bay Sanitary 527,750

Coburg Fire District Lane Coburg Fire / Ambulance 534,500

Glendale Ambulance District Douglas Glendale Fire / Ambulance 542,385

Glide R.F.P.D. Douglas Glide Fire / Ambulance 548,718

Halsey-Shedd R.F.P.D. Linn Halsey Fire / Ambulance 552,700

Wiard Memorial Park District Klamath Klamath Falls Park & Recreation 557,000

Scio R.F.P.D. Linn Scio Fire / Ambulance 560,943

Glide - Idleyld Sanitary District Douglas Glide Sanitary 562,500

Willakenzie R.F.P.D. Lane Springfield Fire / Ambulance 569,015

Harrisburg Fire And Rescue Linn Harrisburg Fire / Ambulance 577,200

Neskowin Regional Sanitary Authority Tillamook Neskowin Sanitary 577,325

Twin Rocks Sanitary District Tillamook Rockaway Beach Sanitary 588,660

Neskowin Regional Water District Tillamook Neskowin Water 589,291

Wickiup Water District Clatsop Astoria Water 589,975

Columbia Drainage Vector Control Columbia St. Helens Vector 591,063

Lewis & Clark R.F.P.D. Clatsop Astoria Fire / Ambulance 628,600

Tillamook County S.W.C.D. Tillamook Tillamook Soil & Water Conservation 638,532

Monroe R.F.P.D. Benton Monroe Fire / Ambulance 643,044

Basin Ambulance Service District Klamath Malin Fire / Ambulance 654,472

McNulty Water P.U.D. Columbia St. Helens Water 660,225

Palatine Hill Water District Clackamas Lake Oswego Water 665,820

Benton S.W.C.D. Benton Corvallis Soil & Water Conservation 668,214

Netarts Water District Tillamook Netarts Water 670,650

Hubbard R.F.P.D. Clackamas Hubbard Fire / Ambulance 671,198

Grand Ronde Sanitary District Polk Dallas Sanitary 676,200

Greater St. Helens Aquatic District Columbia St. Helens Park & Recreation 688,600

Oceanside Water District Tillamook Oceanside Water 699,250

Coos S.W.C.D. Coos Coquille Soil & Water Conservation 704,300

Clackamas River Water Providers Clackamas Oregon City Water 704,430

Youngs River-Lewis & Clark Water District Clatsop Astoria Water 707,005

Fern Ridge Public Library District Lane Veneta Library 735,705

Molalla Aquatic District Clackamas Molalla Park & Recreation 739,876



Pacific Communities Health District Lincoln Newport Hospital / Health 741,864

Polk S.W.C.D. Polk Dallas Soil & Water Conservation 752,420

Josephine County 911 Agency Josephine Grants Pass Communications 753,013

Vernonia R.F.P.D. Columbia Vernonia Fire / Ambulance 754,010

Upper Willamette S.W.C.D. Lane Eugene Soil & Water Conservation 759,557

Shasta View Irrigation District Klamath Malin Irrigation 764,595

Netarts-Oceanside R.F.P.D. Tillamook Netarts Fire / Ambulance 777,774

Langell Valley Irrigation District Klamath Bonanza Irrigation 786,000

South Central Oregon Economic Development District Klamath Klamath Falls Miscellaneous 787,779

Willamette River Water Intake Facilities Commission Washington Beaverton Water 791,900

Mohawk Valley R.F.P.D. Lane Marcola Fire / Ambulance 799,204

Mist-Birkenfeld R.F.P.D. Columbia Mist Fire / Ambulance 802,050

Santiam Water Control District Marion Stayton Water Control 811,330

Port of Bandon Coos Bandon Port 822,700

Lebanon Aquatic District Linn Lebanon Park & Recreation 833,300

Klamath Vector Control District Klamath Klamath Falls Vector 836,738

Boring Water District #24 Clackamas Boring Water 837,456

Klamath County Drainage Service District Klamath Klamath Falls County Service 850,264

Lyons R.F.P.D. Linn Lyons Fire / Ambulance 855,820

Lakeside Water District Coos Lakeside Water 888,000

Rivergrove Water District Clackamas Lake Oswego Water 912,100

Klamath County Extension Service District Klamath Klamath Falls County Service 915,879

Linn County Emergency Telephone Agency Linn Albany Communications 926,500

Central Oregon Coast Fire & Rescue District Lincoln Waldport Fire / Ambulance 934,089

Tangent R.F.P.D. Linn Tangent Fire / Ambulance 947,210

Aumsville R.F.P.D. Marion Aumsville Fire / Ambulance 964,262

Tillamook Fire District Tillamook Tillamook Fire / Ambulance 982,912

Gaston R.F.P.D. Washington Gaston Fire / Ambulance 994,200

Bandon R.F.P.D. Coos Bandon Fire / Ambulance 1,016,000

Pleasant Hill Goshen Fire & Rescue Lane Eugene Fire / Ambulance 1,018,610

Southwest Lincoln County Water P.U.D. Lincoln Waldport Public Utility 1,028,900

Chiloquin-Agency Lake R.F.P.D. Klamath Chiloquin Fire / Ambulance 1,044,271

Clackamas Regional Water Supply Commission Clackamas Happy Valley Water 1,074,750

Lake Grove R.F.P.D. No. 57 Clackamas Lake Oswego Fire / Ambulance 1,097,000

Keno R.F.P.D. Klamath Keno Fire / Ambulance 1,124,350

Charleston Fire District Coos Coos Bay Fire / Ambulance 1,159,700

Port of Siuslaw Lane Florence Port 1,160,677

Willamette Water Supply System Washington Beaverton Water 1,197,410

Silver Falls Library District Marion Silverton Library 1,199,791

Yachats R.F.P.D. Lincoln Yachats Fire / Ambulance 1,207,050

K-GB-LB Water District Lincoln Gleneden Beach Water 1,213,168

Salem Suburban R.F.P.D. Marion Salem Fire / Ambulance 1,227,250

Gleneden Sanitary District Lincoln Gleneden Beach Sanitary 1,281,313

Knappa-Svensen-Burnside R.F.P.D. Clatsop Astoria Fire / Ambulance 1,300,500

Nehalem Bay Fire And Rescue Tillamook Nehalem Fire / Ambulance 1,321,433

Siuslaw Public Library District Lane Florence Library 1,340,098

Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce Clatsop Astoria Miscellaneous 1,347,259

Klamath Drainage District Klamath Klamath Falls Drainage 1,359,324

South Clackamas Transportation District Clackamas Molalla Transit 1,387,000

Tigard Tualatin Aquatic District Washington Portland Park & Recreation 1,397,500

Sublimity Fire District Marion Sublimity Fire / Ambulance 1,401,998

Port of Garibaldi Tillamook Garibaldi Port 1,431,700

Lake Grove Water District Clackamas Lake Oswego Water 1,461,700

Clackamas County Vector Control District Clackamas Oregon City Vector 1,477,228

Tualatin Valley Irrigation District Washington Forest Grove Irrigation 1,499,700

North Douglas County Fire & EMS Douglas Drain Fire / Ambulance 1,500,568

Josephine Community Library District Josephine Grants Pass Library 1,528,804

Netarts-Oceanside Sanitary District Tillamook Tillamook Sanitary 1,552,610



McKenzie Fire & Rescue Lane Leaburg Fire / Ambulance 1,564,651

Banks Fire District #13 Washington Banks Fire / Ambulance 1,582,100

Lincoln County Library District Lincoln Newport Library 1,590,390

North County Recreation District Tillamook Nehalem Park & Recreation 1,619,097

Clackamas 800 Radio Group Washington Beaverton Communications 1,624,702

Winston-Dillard Water District Douglas Winston Water 1,625,700

Heceta Water P.U.D. Lane Florence Water 1,643,583

Charleston Sanitary District Coos Charleston Sanitary 1,696,380

Philomath Fire and Rescue Benton Philomath Fire / Ambulance 1,767,560

Tri-City Water & Sanitary Authority Douglas Myrtle Creek Water 1,788,906

Nehalem Bay Wastewater Agency Tillamook Nehalem Sanitary 1,792,742

Coos County Area Transportation District Coos Coos Bay Transit 1,800,594

Junction City Water Control District Lane Junction City Water Control 1,805,450

Jefferson R.F.P.D. Marion Jefferson Fire / Ambulance 1,852,055

Cannon Beach R.F.P.D. Clatsop Cannon Beach Fire / Ambulance 1,865,908

Pacific City Joint Water-Sanitary Authority Tillamook Pacific City Sanitary 1,866,894

Nestucca R.F.P.D. Tillamook Cloverdale Fire / Ambulance 1,905,905

Rainbow Water District Lane Springfield Water 1,985,000

Junction City R.F.P.D. Lane Junction City Fire / Ambulance 1,990,259

Southwestern Polk County R.F.P.D. Marion Dallas Fire / Ambulance 1,995,000

Turner Fire District Marion Turner Fire / Ambulance 1,999,268

North Clackamas County Water Commission Clackamas Milwaukie Water 2,018,950

Tillamook County Emergency Communications District Tillamook Tillamook Communications 2,066,758

Illinois Valley R.F.P.D. Josephine Cave Junction Fire / Ambulance 2,194,418

Sunset Empire Park & Recreation District Clatsop Seaside Park & Recreation 2,215,437

Suburban East Salem Water District Marion Salem Water 2,234,404

Seal Rock Water District Lincoln Seal Rock Water 2,250,800

Grants Pass Irrigation District Josephine Grants Pass Irrigation 2,281,374

Klamath 9-1-1 Communications District Klamath Klamath Falls Communications 2,293,844

Aurora R.F.P.D. Clackamas Aurora Fire / Ambulance 2,375,150

Silverton R.F.P.D. No. 2 Marion Silverton Fire / Ambulance 2,389,293

West Slope Water District Washington Portland Water 2,472,000

Corvallis R.F.P.D. Benton Corvallis Fire / Ambulance 2,502,000

South Suburban Sanitary District Klamath Klamath Falls Sanitary 2,525,162

Columbia S.W.C.D. Columbia St. Helens Soil & Water Conservation 2,585,035

East Salem Service District Marion Salem County Service 2,649,965

Winston-Dillard R.F.P.D. Douglas Winston Fire / Ambulance 2,801,545

Depoe Bay R.F.P.D. Lincoln Depoe Bay Fire / Ambulance 2,839,780

Stayton Fire District Marion Stayton Fire / Ambulance 2,947,166

Marion S.W.C.D. Marion Stayton Soil & Water Conservation 3,228,759

Special Districts Association Of Oregon Marion Salem Miscellaneous 3,245,250

Sweet Home Fire & Ambulance District Linn Sweet Home Fire / Ambulance 3,270,500

Green Area Water & Sanitary Authority Douglas Roseburg Sanitary 3,361,000

Klamath County Library Service District Klamath Klamath Falls Library 3,512,232

Marion Area Multi-Agency Emergency Telecommunications Marion Woodburn Communications 3,513,677

Hoodland Fire District #74 Clackamas Welches Fire / Ambulance 3,523,411

River Road Park & Recreation District Lane Eugene Park & Recreation 3,617,754

Estacada R.F.P.D. #69 Clackamas Estacada Fire / Ambulance 3,628,738

Port Of St. Helens-Columbia County Columbia Columbia City Port 3,763,832

Clatskanie R.F.P.D. Columbia Clatskanie Fire / Ambulance 3,848,817

South Fork Water Board Clackamas Oregon City Water 3,942,995

Coos County Library Service District Coos Coquille Library 4,041,747

Columbia 911 Communications District Columbia St. Helens Communications 4,042,800

Basin Transit Service Transportation District Klamath Klamath Falls Transit 4,095,165

Port of Tillamook Bay Tillamook Tillamook Port 4,195,040

Clackamas S.W.C.D. Clackamas Beavercreek Soil & Water Conservation 4,206,599

Polk County Fire District #1 Polk Independence Fire / Ambulance 4,246,541

Coos County Airport District Coos North Bend Port 4,285,081



Sunset Empire Transportation District Clatsop Astoria Transit 4,384,737

Port of Toledo Lincoln Toledo Port 4,442,585

Molalla R.F.P.D. #73 Clackamas Molalla Fire / Ambulance 4,879,375

Tillamook P.U.D. Tillamook Tillamook Public Utility 4,884,572

North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1 Lincoln Lincoln City Fire / Ambulance 4,972,146

Sandy R.F.P.D. #72 Clackamas Sandy Fire / Ambulance 4,989,876

Umpqua Public Transportation District Douglas Roseburg Transit 5,283,105

Woodburn R.F.P.D. No. 6 Marion Woodburn Fire / Ambulance 5,402,946

Roseburg Urban Sanitary Authority Douglas Roseburg Sanitary 5,447,084

Scappoose R.F.P.D. Columbia Scappoose Fire / Ambulance 5,749,773

Special Districts Insurance Services Marion Salem Miscellaneous 6,149,000

Port of Astoria Clatsop Astoria Port 6,257,376

Lane Fire Authority Lane Veneta Fire / Ambulance 6,410,528

South Lane County Fire & Rescue Lane Cottage Grove Fire / Ambulance 6,464,857

Western Lane Fire And EMS Authority Lane Florence Fire / Ambulance 6,610,658

Klamath Irrigation District Klamath Klamath Falls Irrigation 6,937,091

Canby R.F.P.D. #62 Clackamas Canby Fire / Ambulance 7,516,276

Oregon International Port of Coos Bay Coos Coos Bay Port 7,696,226

Clatskanie P.U.D. Columbia Clatskanie Public Utility 8,989,000

Port of Newport Lincoln Newport Port 9,296,483

Keizer R.F.P.D. Marion Keizer Fire / Ambulance 9,315,447

Lebanon R.F.P.D. Linn Lebanon Fire / Ambulance 9,464,105

Sunrise Water Authority Clackamas Happy Valley Water 9,834,000

Tillamook County Transportation District Tillamook Tillamook Transit 9,964,308

Oak Lodge Water Services Authority Clackamas Portland Water 10,656,553

Tualatin S.W.C.D. Washington Hillsboro Soil & Water Conservation10,662,466

Clackamas River Water Clackamas Clackamas Water 10,896,300

Douglas County Fire District #2 Douglas Roseburg Fire / Ambulance 11,287,785

Columbia River PUD Columbia Saint Helens Public Utility 11,721,448

Columbia River Fire & Rescue Columbia St. Helens Fire / Ambulance 12,873,000

Klamath County Fire District #1 Klamath Klamath Falls Fire / Ambulance 13,790,070

Water Environment Services Clackamas Oregon City Sanitary 14,458,020

Marion County Fire District #1 Marion Salem Fire / Ambulance 14,812,891

Willamalane Park & Recreation District Lane Springfield Park & Recreation 16,816,507

Emerald P.U.D. Lane Eugene Public Utility 20,384,803

Metropolitan Wastewater Management Commission Lane Springfield Sanitary 21,974,894

Springfield Utility Board Lane Springfield Public Utility 25,166,914

Coquille Valley Hospital District Coos Coquille Hospital / Health 32,785,527

Central Lincoln P.U.D. Lincoln Newport Public Utility 34,541,552

Tualatin Valley Water District Washington Beaverton Water 34,626,759

Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation District Washington Beaverton Park & Recreation 47,947,555

Salem Area Mass Transit District Marion Salem Transit 52,940,886

Lane Transit District Lane Springfield Transit 54,800,233

Clackamas County Fire District #1 Clackamas Milwaukie Fire / Ambulance 66,940,584

Lower Umpqua Hospital District Douglas Reedsport Hospital / Health 72,289,544

Clean Water Services Washington Hillsboro Sanitary 104,880,900

Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue Washington Tigard Fire / Ambulance 154,754,856

Bay Area Health District Coos Coos Bay Hospital / Health 210,758,456



My name is MeLynn Vandehey and I am a Forester/Pole buyer for Stella-Jones corp. as well as a small private 

landowner of 500 acres in Northwest Oregon with 15 years of well-grounded experience in the timber industry. On 

my personal time, I also enjoy hunting, fishing, and hiking in the ODF state Forests.  

After collectively listening to the broad range of live testimony regarding the current proposed HCP plan at the 

Board of Forestry meeting on June 7th in Sisters, Oregon; I would like to provide written testimony opposing the 

current proposed HCP plan and offer some solutions/feasible alternatives for a revised HCP plan that would provide 

balance to continually improve habitat and climate changes while still allowing us to manufacture the ever-growing 

demand of timber in Oregon. 

First, why the opposition to the current HCP plan? Well, losing even 5% (30,000 acres) of ODF state timberland for 

70 years would no doubt cause the demand for domestic Douglas-fir to skyrocket over the next 20-30 years; 

especially after losing 1 million acres of merchantable timber in the 2020 fires that are currently being minimally 

re-planted for the next rotation. With housing prices and demand for housing starts being record-high in Oregon 

over the past 5 years, we are already facing a detrimental supply shortage of domestic timber while demand 

continues to increase.  

Not to mention, not touching a mature stand of timber for 70 years would result in rot which decreases the value 

of the stand and is dangerous for recreation, while increasing fire danger due to un-managed fuels. The truth is, we 

can speak on all sides of this issue, but we all reap the benefits of harvested timber every day. Our homes, 

furniture, fences, power, paper, toiletries, and the list goes on. Things we are all un-willing to give up or 

compromise in our lives. So why is the cost landing on the hard-working people who are stewards of the land? The 

people who are experienced and take great pride in sustainably implementing forest practices to manufacture 

timber so we can ALL continue to reap the benefits we are unwilling to give up? 

Second, the solutions. We all want to protect fish habitat, mitigate soil disturbance, and effectively manage timber 

while continuing to manufacture a resource we cannot live without. I agree that some kind of HCP plan needs to be 

implemented, but with better balance for all parts. SO, how do we do it? 

1. Forest practice education by highlighting and emphasizing current & future forest practice rules being 

ADOPTED by the new HCP plan that outline no-cut stream buffers, wetlands, nesting habitat, riparian 

zones & unstable slopes. Also showing restrictions on clearcut sizes, green-up periods, and seasonal 

harvest to mitigate erosion. Planting requirements. Forest practices could also be enhanced, Oregon is 

already doubling stream buffer sizes which should improve fish habitat and improve erosion near streams. 

 

2. To avoid clearcuts in identified critical habitat or steep-slope areas- there are alternatives such as thinning, 

variable retention harvest or small patch-cutting which allow manufacturing while maintaining shade, 

habitat, vegetative management, and multi-story stands. Especially if the final harvest rotation age is 

stretched to allow for increased diversity in stands of timber. 

 

3. Require a longer minimum rotation age for harvest in identified critical habitat areas. Require a minimum 

70-80 year rotation (if clearcutting) or final harvest (if thinning) age requirement that will still allow for 

harvest before the stand rots capitalizing on value and continuing to allow harvest on a longer rotation. 

This creates diversity across the landscape while considering all parties. 

Thank you for allowing me to provide written testimony today and I hope you find some of these ideas beneficial to 

help achieve an HCP plan that is better balanced for all parties. I can be reached at  if anyone would 

like to discuss anything further.  

 

 





From: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF
To: OLIVOS-ROOD Hilary * ODF
Subject: Fw: BOF June 7, Agenda 1 comment
Date: Thursday, June 15, 2023 1:23:27 PM

From: Oregon Natural Forestry, LLC < >
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2023 3:04 AM
To: FORESTRY Boardof * ODF <boardofforestry@odf.oregon.gov>
Subject: BOF June 7, Agenda 1 comment

In reference to the adoption of a Habitat Conservation Plan for forests managed by the State
Forest Program, Oregon Department of Forestry.

As both a non-industrial forest landowner and one who provides forestry services for the same
I do not support the adoption of an HCP for the State Forests as currently configured.

I am David Wells and my primary reasons for this are:

A disruption to the wildfire suppression capacity of the Department.

The reduction of revenue for taxing districts that currently receive timber harvest revenue.

Changing the Oregon Department of Forestry's connection to the communities where the
forests are located.  As timber harvests are reduced one plan is to have a more centralized
work force and employees would flow to the work rather than live where they work.



Tes$mony to the Oregon Board of Forestry 
June 7, 2023 

 
 
Given by: Dennis White as a resident of Oregon. 
Affilia:on: Board President Friends of O>er Rock Marine Reserve, but not tes:fying on its behalf 
Email:  
Agenda item: Item #1, Public Comment 

Thank you, Chair Kelly and Members of the Board, for the opportunity to provide public 
comment.  

I am testifying to urge you to support a strong Habitat Conservation Plan for Western Oregon 
State Forests.   

Please support an enhanced Conservation Alternative that is at least as protective as 
Conservation Alternative 3, which advances a better path for fish and wildlife, their habitat, and 
broad conservation values on state-managed public forests that will benefit current and future 
generations of Oregonians. 

Contrary to some messaging that you will hear from industry representatives and their allies 
who have become allies out of fear triggered by that messaging,  

• timber harvests are estimated to increase not decrease under HCP (see NOAA 
environmental impact statement for HCP, https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2022-
03/wosf-hcp-draft-eis-2022.pdf ) 

• Timber jobs do not drive the coastal economy and account for under 5% of jobs in the 
counties with the most timber jobs. 

• Timber jobs are estimated to increase, not decrease over the life of HCP (Also see 
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/2022-03/wosf-hcp-draft-eis-2022.pdf) 

Moreover, the protections provided for in HCP are significant because 

• They will ensure healthy state forests, which, if healthy, will adequately support fish and 
wildlife habitat, drinking water, recreation, carbon sequestration, and climate 
stabilization. Notably, more than half a million people in NW Oregon get their drinking 
water from streams and rivers flowing out of state forest land. 

• North Coast state forests are a destination for tourist activity that provides half a billion 
dollars in tourist revenue and 50 million in tax revenue to local communities. 

• Oregon residents overwhelmingly place a high priority on fish and wildlife habitat, clean 
water, and recreation on state lands. (see Oregon Values and Beliefs Center 
https://oregonvbc.org/state-forest-management/ ) 
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Oregon Board of Forestry Meeting 
June 7, 2023. Sisters, OR 

 

For the record I am Chuck Willer, Executive Director of the Coast Range Association. 

www.coastrange.org 

 

Chair Kelly and members of the Board of Forestry, 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. These comments are revised 

from the printed comments I submitted to ODF staff June 7th in Sisters, OR.  

 

My comments are of four parts. 

 

1. The Broader Context of Your Board Service 
 

Please watch the first five minutes of a lecture by professor Damon Silvers, 

Understanding Neoliberalism as a System of Power. Professor Silvers is a Visiting 

Professor of Practice at the Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose, University 

College London’s (UCL). 

 

Since the Reagan revolution and the ascendency of the neoliberal era, the purpose of 

government has been hollowed out and its remaining features are left weakened. Now 

in a post-neoliberal era of crises and need, government struggles to find the resolve and 

will to meet today’s challenges. I believe professor Silver’s lecture is relevant to 

challenges facing the Department of Forestry and the Board’s work.  

Here is the video’s url: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLtkJ-AgLuY 

 

Additionally, Board members will likely find many useful items at the Institute for 

Innovation and Public Purpose website here:  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/public-purpose/ 

 

 

http://www.coastrange.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLtkJ-AgLuY
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/public-purpose/
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2. New Coast Range Association Report: Wealth, Income and 

Oregon’s Rural Communities 
 

I bring to your attention a new report published by the Coast Range Association (CRA) in 

May titled Wealth, Income and Oregon’s Rural Communities. The report explains how 

private timber sales dollars flow through a timber company and end up as someone’s 

income. We explore where the timber dollars are spent and who receives those dollars. 

We then offer a proposal to keep more timber wealth in local communities. 
 

The report is available on the CRA’s website here: https://coastrange.org/wp-

content/uploads/2023/05/Wealth-Income-and-Rural-Communities-sm.pdf 

I’m sure Board members will find useful information in the report relevant to a broad 

range of policy issues and programs the Oregon Department of Forestry is pursuing.  
 

3. State Forest Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) 
 

The HCP has come under coordinated attack by lumber interests who stand to gain from 

unwise levels of state forest timber cutting.  
 

Recently, I sent conservation colleagues comments I wrote in 1997 about a proposed 

habitat conservation plan for state forests. At the time, the state of Oregon, at the 

behest of the timber industry, conspired with the National Marine Fisheries Service 

(NMFS) to not list the coastal Coho under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) in exchange 

for Governor Kitzhaber’s Oregon Plan.  
 

The Coast Range Association (CRA) and others sued NMFS over the Coho’s non-listing. 

We won in federal court and the coastal Coho was listed. The timber industry had a 

hissy fit over the listing and declared there would be no further work on western 

Oregon Habitat Conservation Plans.  
 

The private forest accord worked out between various conservation groups and big 

timber was, in part, a catch up effort to overcome the wood products industry’s 1997 

ending of HCP work for endangered salmon.  
 

Over the past several years, the Board has made progress on the state forest HCP. Last 

summer, NMFS issued a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the HCP.  

The HCP’s proposed timber harvest for all options is in the same range as the state 

forests average yearly harvest of about 250 million bf between the years 2010 to 2019.  

https://coastrange.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Wealth-Income-and-Rural-Communities-sm.pdf
https://coastrange.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Wealth-Income-and-Rural-Communities-sm.pdf
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So, why are lumber mill interests and their minions on the north coast now up in arms?  

Here is my theory of what’s going on. I think it boils down to several north coast lumber 

corporations having more milling capacity than they have timberland. Perhaps all the 

investment in automation and high production equipment over the past decade was 

premised on a belief that our state forests were to be their corporate tree farm. If so, 

it’s an example of the wood products industry seeing itself entitled. Just because you 

build large super-efficient sawmills doesn’t mean you are entitled to any trees. 
 

I urge the Board of Forestry to stay the course and complete the HCP. A HCP allows for 

robust timber harvest, more forest carbon sequestered and the provision of necessary 

habitat for endangered species. Please don’t be pushed off course by false issues and 

imagined problems.  
 

4. Forests and Fire 
 

Issues of forest fire was repeatedly brought up by members of the public and some 

Board members at yesterday’s meeting. There are two things I heard yesterday in 

comments by the public: Issues were alleged that in fact don’t exist and issues were 

stated that in fact are not fixable through the solutions argued. 

It looks like the wood products industry is gearing up for a broad attack on public values 

forest management using the issue of fire. So be it.  
 

I offer one initial thought for what will undoubtedly be a long discussion. The distinction 

between wet and dry forests is a necessary starting point. Fire suppression in a wet 

forest does not change the nature of the forest. Fire suppression in a dry forest is highly 

problematic and changes the nature of the forest ecosystem. We must remember that 

fire is a natural dimension of all forests. 
 

Just yesterday the news website Semafor placed this forest and fire video on their  

YouTube channel. At about 15 minutes long, the video answers the question raised by 

the member of the public yesterday who had the Smokey the Bear cutout.   

Here is the link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyMSPJjULQY 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 

CC. State Forester Mukumoto 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyMSPJjULQY


 

June 4, 2023 

Comments to Board of Forestry concerning the HCP. 

In 1990, the census showed Deschutes County human population was 74,958. By 
2020, it was 198,253. Since 2002, the mule deer population has decreased by 51%. 
Habitat loss due to development expansion remains the leading cause of deer 
population declines. For coexistence to succeed, we need to take responsibility for this 
decline. 

Timber sales further fragment migration corridors and usable habitat. For wild 
ungulates, roads created during logging have a negative impact by exposing them to 
human disturbances, which affect their heath by increasing levels of high stress 
hormones. This weakens their capacity to fight disease and lowers reproductivity rates. 
Roads are also very dangerous for wolves, as they are more likely to be hit by cars and 
scared off by people.  
 
We are very concerned that ongoing logging projects (both on Oregon’s public and 
private lands) will continue to compromise the habitats of all our state’s wildlife. In order 
for true rewilding to happen, the logging incentives must change. While adopting the 
Habitat Conservation Plan may be a step in the right direction (by limiting commercial 
logging in some areas) we do not approve of the “take” clause that could further 
compromise endangered species already on the brink. 
 
Susan Prince & Jennie Sharp 
Wolf Welcome Committee 
Sisters, Oregon 
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