
 



 







 

 

 
 
Subject: ODF Testimony on Forest Legacy Program 9-6-2023 
  

All, 
              I wanted to offer some perspective for my thoughts on the Forest Legacy Program, 
but first a little background for context. 28 years in private timber industry. 16 years 
experience with the Forest Legacy Program 

  

• The Forest Legacy Program is a federal grant program designed to protect 
working forests under threat of conversion to non-forest uses, most 
commonly for commercial or residential development.  
 

• The program is administered by the USDA Forest Service, and is operated in 
most states, by the state department of forestry or natural resources. 

 
• Through the Forest Legacy program, federal grant funds pay for both fee 

land acquisitions as well as conservation easements that remove the 
development rights from forestland without limiting the use as well 
managed long term commercial timberlands. This allows the landowner to 
continue long-term forestry on a property that might otherwise be sold for 
development.  

 
• There are currently two funding sources for the Forest Legacy Program; the 

annual funding from the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
allocated by Congress and funding that has been made available through 
the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA).  

 
• Since its creation in 1990, the Forest Legacy Program has conserved over 3 

million acres of forest land and expanded across the country to 53 states 
and territories. These “working forests” protect water quality and provide 
wildlife habitat, forest products, opportunities for recreation and other 
public benefits.  
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• Up to now, ODF has been holding the FLP CEs and monitoring them.  We 
understand that ODF would like the Forest Service to hold and monitor FLP 
CE’s going forward because of the complexity and staffing needs of this 
task.   
 
 

• We can appreciate the challenges, but we believe it is in the public’s best 
interest that ODF hold and monitor FLP CEs because ODF is local and 
understands Oregon’s commercial forestry industry and land better than a 
well-meaning federal agency ever can.     
 

• And we also believe there are methods to reduce the costs of monitoring 
and managing FLP CEs, such that the burden on staff time is greatly 
minimized.   
 

• Green Diamond would be happy to have a conversation with ODF to share 
our experience regarding other ways landowners and easement holders 
can better cooperate in implementing this program. 

 
  

Why does Green Diamond voluntarily place Forest Legacy Easements on it’s privately owned 
timberlands?  
 
Forest Legacy Easements are designed to: 

• Support working timberlands by discouraging fragmentation, poorly planned 
development, rural sprawl, and increased WUI (wildland Urban Interface). 

• Support rural economies by securing resource lands for long term resource production. 
• Provide an alternative for landowners to continue managing their lands as working 

forests vs selling them off for their highest-best use, a use which is often development.   
• Prevent large scale habitat loss for wildlife since working forests are managed under 

strict harvesting guidelines. 
• Provides clean air, water, and open space for all to enjoy. 

  
General Facts about Working Forest Easements on GDRCo property. 

• To date we have approximately 146,000 acres (approx. 9%) of our ownership under 
working forest conservation easement. 

• We are currently under contract and working towards an additional 222,600 acres 
(approx. 14%) in working forest conservation easement.  

• Working forest conservation easements align with GDRCo’s commitment to long term 
sustainable harvest and stewardship.  



• Working forests conservation easements also align with the public’s interest in 
protecting ecosystem services. 
  

  

 
  

 
  
 
Sincerely 
 
Eric Schallon 
 
  

 

 

 
Eric Schallon 
Director, Real Asset Sales  
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