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Oregon Board of Forestry 
Proposed Rulemaking

Overview 

Proposed Changes to the 

Oregon Forest Practices Act…

For details visit the query tables 
in the back of the room for details 

or visit the website : 
https://www.oregon.gov/odf/pages/private-forest-accord.aspx
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https://www.oregon.gov/odf/Pages/private-forest-accord.aspx

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY 
WEB PAGE
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Pathway to Here...
July 7, 2020 Special Session 
SB 1602 – started mediated discussions..

2022 Regular Session  
SB 1501, 1502, HB4055
Legislated Mandate to Board of Forestry 

March 2022 - MANDATE TO BOARD OF FORESTRY –
RULE CONTENT & SCHEDULE 
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Senate Bill 1501 -2022 Regular Session 

• SECTION 1. Section 2 of this 2022 Act is added to and made a part of 
ORS 527.610 to 527.770. 

• SECTION 2. (1) The State Board of Forestry shall, as a single rule 
package following a single, consolidated rulemaking process: 

(a) Adopt rules consistent with the requirements of the Private 
Forest Accord Report dated February 2, 2022, and 
published by the State Forestry Department on 
February 7, 2022….………..

(3) .  The department shall: 

(a) Publish the Private Forest Accord Report. 

(b) Ensure that the Private Forest Accord Report 
remains publicly available on a department website.      

• SECTION 3 (1) On or before November 30, 2022, the State Board of 
Forestry shall adopt the rule package described in section 2 of this 
2022 Act. 

SB 1501 EFFECTIVE MARCH 17, 2022 
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Pathway to Here...
March – July 2022 –
ODF Staff prepared draft rules 
to achieve goals of 
Private Forest Accord.

SB 1501 MANDATE TO BOARD OF 
FORESTRY – CONTENT & SCHEDULE 

September 2022
DRAFT RULE PACKAGE 

(BEFORE US NOW)

Comment Period  

AUGUST 24, 2022 –BOARD OF 
FORESTRY     VOTES TO MOVE 
DRAFT RULES  FORWARD  

HERE, 
NOW, 
We Are.. 



6

September 2022  
Public Comment Period
Submit in Writing or at Public Hearings 

•Sept. 26, 6 p.m. – Virtual meeting
•Sept. 27, 10 a.m. – Virtual meeting
•Sept. 28, 4 p.m. – Virtual meeting

The comment period is open through 
Sept. 30 at 11:55 p.m.
Submit written comments 
to: sb1501.rulemaking@oregon.gov.

https://odf.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jmTi8MSqQuCOIaWx_-9opw
https://odf.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VqJEUBFnTi2fiNRKF8-dZA
https://odf.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j_pA3AVwS0uNGeKJsNttUQ
mailto:sb1501.rulemaking@oregon.gov
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How Big are the Proposed Changes?
• This represents major changes for ODF. 

• For an example we will take a look at a few pages of 
the   “Notice Filed Rules”  Version of August 29th,

Division 600 “ Definitions” –

• “This text of changes is provided as a courtesy by 
the department to help interested persons 
understand the proposed rule changes. Please view 
the notice of proposed rulemaking for final detail. 

• Text removed is in [brackets with line through]. 

• Text added is in bold and underline. “
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DRAFT DIVISION 600 – DEFINITIONS.

TEXT ADDED IS BOLD AND UNDERLINED 
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DRAFT DIVISION 600 – DEFINITIONS, PGS 3 & 4 .

(> 2 dozen pages of stream protection rules were removed) 
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One New Definition of Note….

Must meet certain harvest criteria as well.

More on this concept later……..
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There are areas with no change…

No Change in Policy –527.630  Policy; rules.

(1) Forests make a vital contribution to Oregon by providing
jobs, products, tax base and other social and economic benefits, by

helping to maintain forest tree species, soil, air and water resources

and by providing a habitat for wildlife and aquatic life. Therefore,

it is declared to be the public policy of the State of Oregon to

encourage economically efficient forest practices that ensure the

continuous growing and harvesting of forest tree species and the

maintenance of forestland for such purposes as the leading use on

privately owned land, consistent with sound management of soil,

air, water, fish and wildlife resources and scenic resources within

visually sensitive corridors as provided in ORS 527.755 and to

ensure the continuous benefits of those resources for future

generations of Oregonians.



Forests Make a Vital Contribution to 
Oregon by Providing 

• Jobs
• Products 
• Tax Base
• Social Benefits
• Economic Benefits
• Maintenance of Forest Tree 

Species
• Soil Resources
• Air Resources 
• Water Resources 

527.630 Policy; rules.
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What are the Proposed Changes to Forest 
Practices Act ? 

•Changes to Existing Rules 

•Addition of New Programs  

Goal – to obtain an 

Approved Habitat Conservation Plan 

(HCP) for aquatic species on private 

forest lands in Oregon. 
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What Sort of Changes are Proposed in the Draft 
Rules?  

Changes to existing rules:  

• Notifications of Operations

• Stream Classification & Protection

• Roads Construction & Maintenance

• Harvests – Harvest on Steep Slopes

• Enforcement

New Programs: 

• Habitat Conservation Plan 

• SFO Small Forest Landowner Office –

• Compliance Monitoring 

• Adaptive Management 
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Proposed Changes - Notification:
Completion of Operation

(Division 629) 

Landowner required to report outcome of 
Notification of Operation by end of calendar year. 

Related to Monitoring, which supports regulatory 
assurances. 
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Objectives

• Develop new stream data network for fish 
use and perennial flow

• Ensure an equitable and consistent 
riparian management system

• Simplify geographic regions to Eastern 
and Western Oregon

• Provide options for Small Forestland 
Owners

Proposed Changes - Streams
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Proposed Rule Changes -Streams

• Division 635 Stream Classification

• Division 643 Vegetation Retention

• Retained or revised existing rules:

• Desired future condition

• Wildlife leave trees

• Harvest activities near stream 

• Alternative prescriptions still possible 
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Division 635 – Stream Classification

• Revised streams classification criteria

• Added processes for identifying status of perennial 
streams

• Will show up in “FERNS” 

• Simplified geographic regions  (only 2) 

• Increased coordination with ODFW 



19

Example: Proposed Geographic 
Regions

(7 becomes 2)   

Currently 7 Regions 
Statewide 

Proposed 2 Regions 
Statewide 
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Division 643 – Stream Protection 

• Revised goals –

• Added Equipment Limitation Zones –
Perennial Streams  

• Retained alternative prescriptions

• Developed standard practices

• Large landowners 

• Available to Small Forestland Owners –
for tax credit through SFO.
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• The width of tree retention areas for Type F and Type N 
streams increased significantly

• Only width 

• RMA widths measured as slope distance

Streams - Western Oregon

Stream Type Large Medium Small

Type F or SSBT 110 feet 110 feet 100 feet

Type N 75 feet 75 feet See Type Np

Type Np into Type SSBT N/A N/A 75 & 50 feet

Type Np into Type F N/A N/A 75 feet

Standard Practice Riparian Management Areas
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Streams - Eastern Oregon 

• No touch Inner Zone and managed Outer Zone 

• Tree retention areas for portions of Type N 
streams that flow into fish use streams

• RMA widths measured as slope distance

Large Medium Small

Inner Outer Inner Outer Inner Outer

Type F or SSBT 30 70 30 70 30 45

Type N 30 45 30 45 - -

Type Np, Terminal 30 30

Type Np, Lateral 30 N/A

Standard Practice Riparian Management 

Areas – Two Zones 
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Proposed New Rules –
Division 625  Road Construction & Maintenance   -

Expanded scope and scale of rules about 
planning, construction and maintenance of 
forest roads on private forest lands in 
Oregon. 

Large Ownerships – “Forest Road Inventory and Analysis – “FRIA” required.
Consultation with ODF&W to prioritize needs for mitigation or corrective action.
Have all roads upgraded to a disconnected hydrologic state by year 2044.

This requirement does not apply to Small Forestlands, as defined in rule. 
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Objectives

• Remove barriers to fish passage.
• Remove or stabilize of unstable road fills.
• New standards to avoid or minimize delivery of 

sediment to waters of the state.
• Limit roads in critical locations. 
• Increased planning for road projects
• Coordination with ODF&W 
• Fix abandoned roads that impair waters

Multiple Strategies 

Proposed New Rules – Road Construction & Maintenance   -



25

The purpose of the timber harvesting on steep slopes rules, as identified in OAR 
629- 630-0900 through 629-630-0925, is to retain trees in designated areas to 
provide the beneficial elements of landslides while mitigating the potential 
negative effects of forest management activities on unstable slopes. 

Proposed New Rules – Division 630 - Harvesting 

Harvesting on Steep Slopes 

Ground based logging –
“Equipment Limitation Zone”  Criteria near  Type N streams 

Different Steep Slope Practices for Small Forestland Owners 
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Proposed New Rules Division 630 – Harvesting

Steep Slopes Goal : 

Using Field Visits and Computer Modeling –

• Identify Slopes that can add to downslope stream 
structure & function for fish habitat.

• Identify Slopes where retention of trees improves 
habitat at the site.

• Identify Slopes where harvest should not occur due to 
site instability. Subject Areas to Show Up in “FERNS”  

• Provide certified training on identifying field features 
that meet stated criteria. 
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New Definition: 
“Designated Debris Flow 

Traversal Areas “

• Western Oregon

• E-Notification displays the Slopes Model 
designations

• Computer Model data persists with stream 
changes



Example: Designated Debris Flow 
Traversal Areas

Modeling will identify potential areas in the Electronic 
Notification to State Forester. 



Designated Sediment
Source Areas

Identified by Computer Model and Shown in FERNS

Without Trigger Sources



Proposed New RMA Standards 
Stream Adjacent Failures 

Written Plan 

Required

Wildlife Trees 

May Count 
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Steep Slopes - Next Steps

• Create Forest Practices Technical Guidance for the 
new rules on Steep Slope Harvesting

• Create certified training for field identification of 
the Slope Features as Defined in Rule

?

?

?

?

?

?
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Proposed New Rules:

Division 670 -Enforcement and Civil 
Penalties

• Civil Penalties Increased (Doubled) 

• New Definitions for “Significant 
Violation” *

• “Repeat Violators” are Addressed in 
Penalty Calculations.

• Significant 

• Additional Authority to Require 
Financial Assurances (Bond)

• Possible Orders to Prohibit New Work
• *(example – damage that takes > 10 years to restore) 
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• Addition to Orders of the State Forester that 
can be contested:
• Determination of Repeat Violator

• Financial assurance requirement 

Proposed New Rules Division 672
Forest Practices Administration



Proposed New 
Forest Practices Act 

Programs as per 2022  
Legislation

(SB1501, SB1502, HB 4055) 



35

New Programs –
Habitat Conservation Plan 

“HCP”
(The End Goal) 

• Purpose of HCP- regulatory assurance under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) and improved 
protection for listed aquatic and riparian 
dependent species.

• Describes Benefits of Proposed Rule Structure to 
Federally Listed Aquatic Species 
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Aquatic Species Covered in The 
Oregon Forest Practices HCP 

Fish Amphibians

All native trout and 
salmon

Columbia torrent 

salamander

Bull trout
Southern torrent 

salamander

Mountain whitefish Coastal giant salamander

Pacific Eulachon/smelt Cope's giant salamander

Green Sturgeon Coastal tailed frog
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New Programs - Habitat 
Conservation Plan

Habitat Conservation Plan = “HCP” –

New rules to demonstrate Oregon’s ability to 
achieve the “Biological Goals and Objectives” of 
a Habitat Conservation Plan for Aquatic Species 
on Private Forest Land in Oregon. 

Currently being developed by a private 
contracting firm that specializes in HCP 
development. Due 12/31/22. 
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New Programs –
Small Forestland Office (SFO)

• Recognize unique role of Non-Industrial, Small 
Forestlands Owners (SFOs)

• SB 1501 establishes the SFO Assistance Office

• Housing for SFO Program
• Provide landowner assistance

• Small Forestland Investment in Stream Habitat i.e, the 
SFISH Program

• Forest Conservation Taxes Credit for certain practices

• Leveraging of other programs

• Additional Field Foresters to assist Landowners. 
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SFO Defined

• Owns less than 5,000 acres of forestland

• Has harvested no more than 2MMBF 
averaged annually over the last 3 years

• Not intending to remove more than 2MMBF 
annually over the next 10 years

• Self-certification



40

Small Forestland Owners
Roads

• Are not required to complete the FRIA.

• Must complete a Road Condition 
Assessment when notifying to harvest. 

• Some road improvements may be eligible 
for funding through Small Forestland 
Investment in Stream Habitat program . 
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Small Forestland Owner
Streams 

• Minimum option with reduced requirements 
recognizes differences between forestland 
owner types 

• Minimum option capped at 5% of available 
streams miles in a defined watershed 

• May use standard practice and apply for tax 
credit for the trees retained outside the 
minimum option riparian management area
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New Programs - Compliance Monitoring
New Rule Division - 629-678

A new rule division has been created for the Compliance 

Monitoring Program – Monitoring framework outlined in 

rule. 

1. Assess rule compliance and 

report findings (Board of Forestry, 

legislature, and federal services).

2. Identify areas needing 

improvement for training 

purposes

3. Increase the public’s trust in the 

implementation of the Forest 

Practice Act and Rules.
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Compliance Monitoring Reports 
continued

Program shall provide information to 

support

• Two-year report summarizing the results and 

progress on efforts

• Eight years an aggregate cumulative report 

that includes compliance trends

• Other Reports as directed by the board
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New Programs - Adaptive Management

Key to HCP
Guided by a standing committee of 
representatives from a variety of stakeholder 
groups –

The Independent Research and Science Team

provides input to Board of Forestry. 

Accountability via performance audits and annual 
reporting. 
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New Programs - Adaptive Management

Purpose: 

Science-based recommendations &  
technical information will

assist the Board of Forestry 

to determining when it is necessary or 
advisable to adjust 

rules, guidance, and training programs to 
achieve the biological goals and objectives 
of the Habitat Conservation Plan
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Adaptive Management Program

Program Purpose:

1. Inform Board of Forestry Decisions: 

• Are the rules effective in meeting 
“Biological Goals and Objectives” 
(BGOs) of an HCP?

• Are the BGOs valid? Adaptive 
Management will provide best 
available science for decision making.
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Review Proposed Changes: 
Changes to existing rules:  

• Notifications of Operations

• Stream Classification & Protection

• Roads Construction & Maintenance

• Harvests – Harvest on Steep Slopes

• Enforcement

New Programs: 

• Habitat Conservation Plan 

• SFO Small Forest Landowner Office –

• Compliance Monitoring 

• Adaptive Management 
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What Next? – Timeline -

Spring 2023 – Winter 2024 
Outreach & Training 



Thank you for your 
interest in Oregon 

Forests.

Questions?
Please Visit the Tables 

For Specific Information


