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The purpose of a fuel break is to keep an
approaching wildfire from reaching your house
and other structures. Fire ignites easily and
moves rapidly in dry grass, dry needles and
leaves, dead branches on trees and shrubs, and
piles of firewood and lumber. Reducing the
number and arrangement of these flammable
materials within fuel break areas will make your
structures more defendable against wildfire.
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7 Steps

If there is a home or other structure on your property,

then a fuel break is required to be established around it.

A structure is defined as a permanently sited building that is
at least 500 square feet. If no home exists on the property, you
are only required to create a perimeter fuel break. See item 7.

If the home has flame-resistant roofing (Class A, B or C),
then a 50-foot fuel break is required. If it is roofed with cedar
shakes or other flammable material, the
fuel break must be 100 feet in size.

A fuel break begins at the outside edge of a home’s
furthest extension. This may be the edge of the roof eave,
or the outside edge of a deck attached to the home.

The shape of the fuel break mirrors the footprint shape of

the home and anything that is attached to it.

A fuel break’s distances are measured along the slope, and
does not need to extend beyond the property line.

The fuel break may use natural firebreaks, such as a rock
outcropping or a body of water, or it can be completely man-
made.

The vegetation within the
fuel break must meet the
following guidelines:

« Ground cover should be sub-

stantially non-flammable

or fire-resistant. Examples of

this include asphalt, bare soil,

clover, concrete, green grass,
ivy, mulches, rock, succulent
ground cover or wildflowers.

o Dry grass should be cut to a

height of less than four inches.

« Cut grass, leaves, needles,

twigs and similar small vegeta-

tive debris should be broken
up so that a continuous fuel
bed is not created.

o Shrubs and trees should be maintained in a green condi-
tion, be substantially free of dead plant material, and
have any potential “ladder fuels” removed.

« Trees and shrubs should also be arranged so that fire
cannot spread or jump from plant to plant. Some thin-
ning may be necessary to accomplish this.

break along the driveway’s fringe.
The clearance above the driving
area must meet these specifications:
« the horizontal clearance must be
at least 12 feet
« the vertical clearance must be at
least 13 ¥ feet
The fuel break along the driveway
fringe must extend 10 feet from each

On a driveway that is at least 150 feet
long, it is necessary to remove obstruc-
tions over the driving surface, and create a fuel

side of the driveway’s centerline, creating a total
fuel break area that is at least 20 feet wide, in-
cluding the driving surface.
The vegetation must be modified to the
same standards as a fuel

break around a structure.

Likewise, the driveway
fuel break’s distance

is measured along the
slope, and does not need
to extend beyond the
property line.

lllustration courtesy of
FireFree Bend.

Sparks from a chimney

connected to a fireplace or
wood-burning stove could catch
tree branches on fire. To reduce
the chance of this happening, trim
all branches ten feet away from a
chimney that vents a wood-burning
fireplace or
stove.

Properties located in an area classified
“High-Density Extreme” must have fuel
breaks along all property lines and roadsides,
regardless of whether a structure is on the prop-
erty or not. A roadside fuel break:
« begins at the edge of any road that is adja-
cent to or runs through the property
« extends for a distance of at least 20 feet
from the roadside, or to the property line,
whichever is shortest
A property line fuel break:
« begins at the boundary with an adjacent
property
« extends for at least 20 feet from the
boundary, or to another property line,
whichever is shortest
The distances for both the roadside fuel
break and property line fuel breaks are mea-
sured along the slope.
In general, these fuel breaks shall have the
same characteristics as a fuel break around a
structure.

‘ Firewood and lumber piles near a struc-

ture can become a source of intense, sus-
tained heat if they should catch fire. This could
ignite nearby vegetation, or cause windows to
break, admitting fire into the structure.

During the months of fire season, move
firewood and lumber piles at least 20 feet from
any structure. A better solution is to put fire-
wood and lumber into an enclosed shed.

‘ Keeping the space under wooden decks

and exterior stairways clean — and en-
closed — is one of the best ways to keep a house
safe during fire season. Firewood and lumber
need to be removed, and dry needles, leaves and
other litter need to be cleaned out, too.

‘ All dead branches overhanging any por-
tion of the roof must be removed. Also

remove accumulations of leaves, needles, twigs,
bark and other potentially flammable debris
that may be on the roofing surface, in the val-
leys or in the rain gutters.



