OREGON DEPARTMEL\JT OF
Human Services

Developmental Disabilities Services

Community Update

This message is posted online in 1.~ a0, English, Pycckuin, Soomaali,

Espafiol, B9 X and Tiéng Viét.

Date: June 15, 2026
To: Intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) community

From: Office of Developmental Disabilities Services (ODDS)

Subject: Children’s Extraordinary Needs program expands

We have news about the Children’s Extraordinary Needs (CEN) program. This

news will be most important for:

e Parents and guardians with children on the CEN waitlist

e Staff at community developmental disability programs (CDDPs) and
Children’s Intensive In-Home Services.

What's the news?

We are increasing the number of children that the CEN program serves.
Right now, it serves 155 children at a time. Starting July 1, 2026, the program
will be able to serve 230 children at a time. This means 75 more children will

be able to join this program.
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https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/agency/Pages/odds.aspx?jump=true&wp899=f:%7bc:38103,o:%7bt:2,o:%5b%22Chinese+Simplified%22%5d%7d%7d#dm
https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/agency/Pages/odds.aspx?jump=true&wp899=f:%7bc:38103,o:%7bt:2,o:%5b%22Vietnamese%E2%80%8B%22%5d%7d%7d#dm

The CEN program is for children under 18 who have very high medical or
behavior needs. Parents and guardians are paid to provide care for their
child.

Why is this change happening?

The program started July 1, 2024. The Oregon Legislature gave the program
a limited budget. Within that budget, we estimated that the program could

support 155 children at a time.

About 15 months after the program began, we had enough data to begin
analyzing the program'’s service usage. The average cost per child was lower
than expected. Since then, the data continues to affirm this finding. That's

why we can expand the program to support more children within its budget.

Due to its limited budget, the program has a long waitlist. We hear how
frustrating it is to wait for this program. We will keep analyzing the

program'’s data to make the most of its budget.

Will anything change for children in the program?

No. The program'’s services stay the same.

Will the way the waitlist works change?

No. The process and order of the waitlist stay the same.
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https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/idd/Pages/childrens-extraordinary-needs.aspx

What happens next?

Soon after July 1, 2026, we'll send a written letter to the families of the next

75 children on the waitlist. The letter will explain next steps.

We will update the CEN waiver to serve 230 children at a time.

How can I give feedback or learn more about the
CEN program?

Tell us what you think about this change. Send us an email at
ODDS.waivers@odhsoha.oregon.gov.

Go to the program’s web paqge.

Email the CEN staff at cenprogram@odhs.oregon.gov.

Talk to your services coordinator.
Thank you for working with us to support more children in this program.

Office of Developmental Disabilities Services

Oregon Department of Human Services

You can get this document for free in other languages, large print, braille or

a format you need. Email dd.directorsoffice@odhs.oregon.gov or call 503-

945-5811. We accept all relay calls.
Resources

e Sign up for ODDS updates.
e Learn about ODDS events.
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e Sign up for Oregon Department of Human Services updates.

e Read messaqges from ODDS.

e Follow us on Facebook @oregondhs.idd
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