
National Disability Awareness Month



NDEAM in Oregon

Governor’s proclamation

“Oregon reaffirms its commitment to expanding access to 
good jobs, career pathways, and economic opportunity for all, 

including people with disabilities.”

https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/providers-partners/Documents/ndeam-governor-proclamation.pdf


Interpretación en español / Spanish interpretation
Oprima el botón marcado “Interpretation” (el globo) en la 
parte de abajo de la pantalla. Seleccione “Spanish”

Click the “Interpretation” (globe) button on the bottom of 
the screen. Select “Spanish.”

haga clic 
“interpretation”
click “interpretation”

Clic “Spanish”
Click “Spanish”



Pinning Video: ASL Interpreter

Click the three dots
on the interpreter’s
picture

Click “Pin Video”



Accessing Captions

Click on the link in the chat to access 
the real-time caption livestream. 



Virtual Meeting Etiquette

• Check if your name is correct. 
Optional: add pronouns

• Mute your microphone.

• Be present without distraction.

• Be respectful in the chat. 
Not a place to argue, call out, or hold side conversations



NDEAM Webinar Series is Presented By: Network

Today’s event is hosted by Vocational Rehabilitation and 
Oregon Commission for the Blind, which support job seekers 
with disabilities and businesses with workforce needs. 



Beyond the Classroom: 
Celebrating Workplace Learning
Michelle Prudden, Youth Services Coordinator
Oregon Department of Human Services, Vocational Rehabilitation

Shauntel Stoughton, Business Relations Coordinator
Oregon Commission for the Blind

October 7, 2025

National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month (NDEAM)



Pre-Employment Transition Services

Services for students with 
disabilities, ages 14 – 21.

Post-secondary Counseling 

Self-advocacy 

Job Exploration 

Work-place Readiness 

Work-based Learning Experiences 



VR Work-Based Learning Experience ​

Providing students with knowledge and skills via real-world 
work opportunities.

Examples include: 
• Job Shadows

• Paid/unpaid internships

• Paid work experiences 

• Volunteering 



OCB Summer Work Experience Program (SWEP)

• Prep week of classes targeting 
career readiness 

•  Five-week work experience 
20-30 hours a week paid by OCB

Outcomes: students learn about 
independent living, self-advocacy, 
and professional development.



Benefits of Work-Based Learning Experiences 

For students 
• Develop workplace skills

• Explore career options 

• Explore accommodations and assistive 
technology

• Professional resume and references 

• Employer feedback

For businesses 
• Develop a diverse candidate pipeline 

• Strengthen recognition in the community

• Increase understanding of disabilities

• Improve morale among staff 

• Increase workplace innovation 

• Low-risk approach to hiring quality 
employees 



What host businesses have to say:

“Working with students with disabilities, I was excited to find that a lot of 
students can take practical skill sets in life and everyday jobs, and once trained, 
they do the job just like anyone else.” 

  - Deb, Elkton Community Education Center

“...The Work-Based Learning Experience exceeded expectations…The most 
unexpected outcome was how little accommodation was needed once 
expectations were clear—and how much pride, quality, and calm they brought to 
our team and the students we serve.” 

 - Ronda, Imani Institute of Cosmetology



Student panelist from OCB: 
Emilee



Student panelists from VR

Alayna Kayla

TannerNevaeh



Oregon Vocational Rehabilitation

Students with disabilities
oregon.gov/odhs/vr-youth-services/Pages/default.aspx

Email: pre.ets@odhs.oregon.gov

Businesses 
oregon.gov/odhs/vr/pages/business.aspx

Email: VR.EmploymentTeam@odhsoha.oregon.gov

VR contact: Workforce Team

VR.EmploymentTeam@odhsoha.oregon.gov

https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/vr-youth-services/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:pre.ets@odhsa.oregon.gov
https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/vr/pages/business.aspx
mailto:VR.EmploymentTeam@odhsoha.oregon.gov
mailto:VR.EmploymentTeam@odhsoha.oregon.gov


Oregon Commission for the Blind
Students with Disabilities

oregon.gov/blind/individual-programs/Pages/youth-
transition.aspx

Email: transition@ocb.oregon.gov

Businesses 
oregon.gov/blind/business-services/Pages/index.aspx

Email: business.relations@ocb.oregon.gov

https://www.oregon.gov/blind/individual-programs/Pages/youth-transition.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/blind/individual-programs/Pages/youth-transition.aspx
mailto:transition@ocb.oregon.gov
https://www.oregon.gov/blind/business-services/Pages/index.aspx
mailto:business.relations@ocb.oregon.gov


NDEAM Webinar Schedule

Oct. 14
Building financial futures: Work and save with Oregon ABLE and EPD

Oct. 21
Jobs without limits: Changing EPD to help people with disabilities

Oct. 28
Technology, artificial intelligence and employment

More information at bit.ly/OregonNDEAM

https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/providers-partners/pages/celebrating-ndeam.aspx
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