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The Departmenvf HumanServiceg DHS) is submittingthis reportto the Legislature as
requiredoy ORS417.799- RunawayandHomelessyouth, a resultof House Bill2232enacted
in the 2015 egislative SessiorThisreportprovidesa statusof the systenof servicesand
supportdor runawayandhomelesyouthdevelopedy DHS, andinformationaboutthe
committee appointetb advise angrovide expertise tdHS relatedto the need®f runaway
andhomelesgouthin Oregon.

Program Updates

The DHSRunawayandHomelessyouth (RHY) programcoordinatodeft the positionin early
2016.A newcoordinatorMatthewRasmussemgtartedn April 2016aftera 3monthvacancy.

In April 2016,DHS participatedn the semi-annualVestCoastConveninga serieof dayand
a halfsessiongnvolving governmenandprogramstaff from Oregon Washingtonand
California whomeetto discusscommonissuesaroundservinghomelesgouth. Six individuals
attendedrom Oregon,includingstaff from four private RHY providers,a representative of
countygovernmenandthe RHY coordinatofrom DHS.

DHS continuego manage the OregdProgramsservingRunawayandHomelessy outh email
Listservto advertise future training$ndingopportunitiesandotherinformationpertinentto
this population.

DHS continuedo be activelyengagedvith 211info.In SeptembeR015,the Professional
InformationandReferralSpecialistdrom 211infofinalizeddevelopmenandlauncheda
mobile appfor youthwho maybe homelessr in needof basic servicesl'he appncludes
resource listandGPSenablednapsfor shelter medicalcare,andfood. Betweenthe launchn
SeptemberandJune 2016there were justinder10,000total downloadsIn the quarteteading
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upto SeptembeR016,211infodatabase andesignteamshave beenvorking on updatesto
include:

* MappingandList Updates

o Zip Code anKeyword SearchJpdates

» SharingDetailsPage InformatiotJpdates
» Customizatiorof Userinterface

Service Updates

DHS continuedo engage contractuallyith youth-servingorganizationsvho are fundedy the
RunawayandHomelessrouth Act (RHYA). The followingRunawayandHomelessServices
are currenthypeingprovidedthrough25 contractswith 14 differentproviders:

* OvernightShelterServicegservingunaccompaniecthinors18 yearsold andunder)

* OvernightShelterServiceqservingyouthandyoungadultsup to age 21)

» JobDevelopment Mentoring

* Dropin Day Facility andOutreachServiceqgservingunaccompaniechinors18 yearsold
andunder)

Contractdor JobDevelopment Mentoringhave beemn place since Februa3014.0vernight
ShelterServiceqservingyouthandyoungadultsup to age 21)have beein place since
SeptembeR014.These contractewere establishenh response tohe 2013Legislature
allocatingadditionalfundingto DHS to assisin the expansiowf the RHY ProgramNote,HB
3244passedn 2013extendingthe OvernighShelterServicesage limitfrom 18to 21 yearsof
age.

New contractdor Drop in Day Facility andOutreachServicesaswell asOvernightShelter
Servicegservingunaccompaniecthinors18 yearsold andunder),beganon Januaryl, 2016,in
directresponse ta 2015Legislative allocatiorof anadditional$1.6million. Thatamountis in
additionto $1.5million (primarily State GenerdfundandSocialServicesBlock Grant
(SSBG)funds)to achieve the statewide budgdtapproximately$3.1million.

At the June 2016;lomelessyouth Advisory Committee (HYAC)meeting,a decisionwvas
made todistribute unallocate®HY funds. The unallocatedundswere initially intendedo be
utilized for TechnicalAssistance . However,afterfurtheranalysisthe Committee decided
more planningvasneededo implementappropriate Technic#lssistance.Consequently,
approximately$250,000n RHY fundswasdistributedto the providerghathold these
contractdn aneffort to expandheir availability.
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The followingmapshowswhere State generidindedprogramsare locatedaswell aswhere
FederallySSBGfund supportedBasic CenterTransitionalLiving, andStreetOutreach
Programsexistthroughouthe state.
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DHS Homeless Youth Advisory Committee (HYAC)

In 2015,House Bill2232directedDHS to “appointanadvisorycommittee taadvise the
departmentvith respecto policiesandprocedures$o coordinate statewide plannirigr
deliveryof servicego runawayandhomelesyouthandtheir families.” Overthe pastear,the
HYAC metthree times-in October2015,April 2016,andJuly 2016.The Januar016
HYAC waspostponediue tothe turnoveiof the DHSRHY coordinator.

The HYAC meetingsare schedulethroughouthe nextyearwith a goalto build a strategic
planfor the establishmerf a sustainable statewide systéanhomelesshildrenandyouth.
Thoughparticipationhasbeenvaried,the currentnembershipf the Homeles¥ outh Advisory
Committee isasfollows:
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Representative SystemRepresentation
JanetArenz OregonAlliance for Children’sPrograms
Dona Bolt Departmenbdf Education- Homelessy outh

Jamie Broadbent

DHS — SupervisorCommerciallySexuallyExploitedChildren

Caitlin Campbell

MultnomahCounty— Homelessyouth Continuum

JenniferDenning

CommunityCollegesandWorkforce Development

Laurie Price DHS - ProgramManagerChild Well Being

Matt Rasmussen | DHS—RHY ProgramCoordinator

Kevin Lamson Heartswith a Mission

JeanLasater OregonHealthAuthority —MentalHealth

Vicki Massey HousingandCommunityServices

Jamie McKay OregonYouth Authority

Emily McLain Basic RightOregon

Lisa Mentasana | BeavertorSchoolDistrict — McKinney-VentoLiaison
KarenNibler League olWomenVoters

Karri Robinson

OregonYouth Authority

Claire Seguin

OregonHousingandCommunityServices

Anya Sekino Youth DevelopmenDivision ODE
Kate Stokes Yamhill CommunityAction Agency
Vera Stoulil BoysandGirls Aid — OregonAlliance for Children’sPrograms

AshleyThirstrup

Native AmericanYouth andFamily Services

Daryl Turner

PortlandPolice Association

JoZimmer

Rural OregonContinuumof Care

HYAC Meeting Agenda Highlights

* October2015:HYAC participantgprovidedagencyupdatesinformationwasalso
distributedsurroundingnvolvementwith the 211infoappandRequestor Proposal
(RFP)statusfor the contractshatwere tobeginin January2016.

» April 2016:A juvenile justice pangbresentednformationanddiscussedhow local
juvenile departmentandlaw enforcemeninteractwith runawayandhomelessouth.

e July2016- In July2016,the HYACreceivedupdatesandengagedn discussion
decisionmakingfollowing DHS’ strategic planningrogresgsee below).Committee
memberslsoprovidedinputto DHS regardingthe 2015allocationof newfundsto
the department.

Additionally, HYAC memberdave introducedlocumentselatedto structuringa statewide
service continuumyhichwill be analyzedan upcomingworkgroupsandquarterlymeetings.
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Strategic Planning Updates

In March2016,DHS enterednto a contracivith anindependentonsultanwith topical
expertise irmhomelessnesgaffordable housingpovertyandsocialequityto consolidate a
numberof reports provide researchndanalysisandto helpinform policy/program
developmentor Oregon’sRunawayandHomelessy outh strategic plan.

Following anaggressive timeline fropril —July 2016,DHS andthe contractedonsultant
completedocusgroupsin three locationscrosghe State The DallesRoseburgandTualatin
- in aneffort to maximize inputfrom both Oregon’srural andurbancentersParticipantsrom
asfar awayaslLa Grande and/ledford providedinputatthe focusgroups.Individual
interviewswere alsacompletedwith those whacould not attendthe focusgroups.Twentytotal
youthandyoungadultswere involvedn the focusgroupsor individual interviews.

The participantsepresented wide cross-sectioof youthandyoungadultsinvolvedin state
services:

* Youth/YoungAdultsin detentionfacilities

* Youth/YoungAdultsinvolvedwith Child Welfare

* Unaccompaniedouthresidingwith friends

» Unaccompaniedouthresidingwith friendsin shelters
* Unaccompaniedouthresidingin hosthomes

Focusgroupattendeepresentednformationanddata pointghatprovideda big picture
understandin@f issuesacrosshe StateNotably,key gapsin servicesandpolicieswere
identifiedandrelatedthe need®f runawayandhomelesyouthin Oregon.

Informationgatheredrom the focusgroupsandinterviewswascombinedwith a synthesief
existingOregonandnationwide data ancesearcton homelesyouthto create Oregon’s
Runaway andHomelessyouth: An Overviewand Strategic Framework(attached).This
comprehensive documehighlightsthe causeandcharacteristicef youthhomelessnesand
bestpracticedor servicesandinterventiongo addresshis growingissue.Topicsinclude:

» Causescharacteristicspeedsgeographic distributiorandnumbersof homelesgyouth
in Oregon

* Impactsof youthhomelessness

» Bestpracticedor servicesandsystemso addresyouthhomelessness

* Gapsin Oregon’shomelesgouthservicesandsystems
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* Addressingyouthhomelessnedsa Oregonincluding:
o0 State Systemeeds
0 Resource needs
o PolicyandSystemChanges
o Data andnformationneeds

The documentvasratified by the Homeles¥ outh Advisory Committee athe quarterly
meetingheldon July 29,2016,anda “Call to Action” coverletter wasadded As a result,
subsequentorkgroupswere creategurroundingwo priorities,

« SystemComponentsAlignmentandSupports
» State-leveFrameworkandResources

These workgroupwill begintheirwork SeptembeR016to identify nextstepsdraft policy
recommendationgndfurther construcactionplans.

Additional informationmaybe provideduponrequest;

Laurie Price

Child Well-Being ProgramManager
Office of Child Welfare Programs
Departmenbf HumanServices
Laurie.Price@state.or.us

MatthewRasmussen

YoungAdult TransitionsCoordinator
Office of Child Welfare Programs
Departmenbf HumanServices
Matthew.Rasmussen@state.or.us



https://Matthew.Rasmussen@state.or.us
https://Laurie.Price@state.or.us

