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Report to the L egislature on Runaway and Homeless Y outh
Oregon Revised Statute 417.799

The Departmendvf HumanServiceg DHS) is submittingthis reportto the Legislature as
requiredby ORS417.799RunawayandHomelessyouth, a resultof House Bill2232
enactedn the2015Legislative SessionThis reportprovidesa statusof the systenof
servicesandsupportdor RunawayandHomelessrouth (RHY) developedy DHS, and
informationaboutthe committee appointetb advise angrovide expertise tbHS
relatedto the needef RunawayandHomelessrouthin Oregon.

Program Updates

The departmentontinuego engage irseverabpproacheto developthe systemn
Oregonfor RHY:

A. LearningOpportunities

B. Service Updates

C. Homelessrouth Advisory Council

D. Partnerships

The RHY Programhadbeenhousedn the Departmentf HumanServiceChild
Welfare Officesinceits movementrom the Commissiomon ChildrenandFamiliesin
2012.The progranwasinitially allocateda half-time positionln SeptembeR018,the
programmovedto the DHSSelf-SufficiencyProgramgSSP)anda full-time wasable to
be resourcetb ensure thathis populationis more appropriatelgerved Self-Sufficiency
managementvasexcitedfor the opportunityto commitresourceso align programming
for this populationin conjunctionwith their missionto promotefamily stability andhelp
people become self-supporting.

Priorto thistransitionthe RHY Coordinatowisited eachof the currengranteego
discusgprogrammaticalipdatesandto allow for the provisionof extensivanputon
currentandfuture RHY operationsThe coordinatoalsoengagedn conversationsvith
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the Homeles¥ outh Advisory Councilandotherinvolvedpartieson whatthe move to
SSPwouldlook like. Responsewere overwhelminglyonsistenthata shiftto the
programinto SSPwould be a benefit.

A. Learning Opportunities:

The followinginformationdetailslearningopportunitiedDHS hasconductedr taken
partin duringthe reportingperiod. Theseeventsprovideopportunitiefor DHSto
collaborate withstateandnonprofitentitiesandto identify andpromoteof the best
practicedor service delivery.

DHS continuedts involvementin training presentationandinformationsessionsas
well asmembershipn local andstatewidestakeholdegroups.Some ofthese include:

May — SeptembeR019— Continuumof Care youthpartnershigresentations
May 2019- Collaborate Oregofor Everyone Everywhere Dataonvening
panelist

May 2019- KlamathFalls’ Youth Risingdiscussiorwith Child Welfare and
Licensing

April 2019-Boys & Girls Club of PortlandRHY & STEP meeting

April & May 2019- Youth HomelesdDemonstratiorProject(YHDP) planning
with Balance ofStateCoC

April 2019- Kinship Care Navigatograntconvening

March2019- LaneCountyCommunityAccessworkgroup

March2019- Workforce InvestmenandOpportunityAct (WIOA) Youth meeting
February2019- Performance Partnershiplotsfor Disconnectegouthplanning
February2019- First GeneratiorStudentSucces€onvening

February2019- OregonShelterStudyvia Office of Housing& Community
Servicegarticipant

January2019- Self SufficiencyAll ProgramsSteeringCommittee
January2019- Scalingup SecondHome Initiative orientatiomneeting
Januar2019- PortlandCommunityCollege andole in homelessnesdiscussion
January2019- City of Hillsboro homelessnesgsitiativesdiscussion
November2019— Children’sFirst for Oregoninformationsession
November2018- Policy for Transformed Lives by CLASP participant
November2018— A Way Home America State-by-State Pé&avllectiveplanning
session

SeptembeR018- OregonCoalitionon HousingandHomelessnessnnual
conference
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* SeptembeR018- A Way Home America State-by-State P&&ollective
teleconference

* Monthly - A Way Home America State-by-State P&&ullective

» Bi-Monthly — Workforce Roundtable

* Bi-Monthly — Homelessyouth OversightCommittee (MulthomalCounty)

» Quarterly— HealthyTransitionsStatewideSteeringCommittee

October 2018

DHS attendedhe FamilyandYouth ServiceBureau(FYSB) andNationalSafe Place
Network (NSPN)NationalRunawayandHomelessrouth (RHY) Granteedrainingin
Austin, Texas.Thisis the firstyearthatattendance fonon-FYSBgranteesvasallowed.

November 2018

Througha partnershipvith A Way HomeAmerica,DHS became involvedh a State-by-
State PeeC€ollective.This groupincludesrepresentativegom six statesvho have
dedicatedRunawayandHomelesgprograms/initiativesaswell aseightrepresentatives
from partnerdike the True ColorsFund,RaikesFoundationandthe Pride Foundation.
This collective attended one-dayconveningn Austin, TX to create a more formal
nationwide collaborativandsetfuturegoals.

Reconvenindor the State-by-State Peéollective continuedn January2019,with the
groupaddingtwo additionalstatesTelephone callavebeenoccurringon
approximatelya quarterlybasis.Initial discussionsvere focusean formulatingplans
for thenextyearanddeterminingwhere thiscollective shouldgutits energy.There was
alsodiscussiorabouthowthe workbeingdone couldaid the stategurrentlyinvolved,
andfuture statesnterestedn thiswork. Thoughthere were manidentified potential
outcomeghatthe committee desireddata collectiongcross-sectoengagemerdand
toolkits for State agenciesggislativeopportunities- more focusedliscussionsanded
ontwo primarynationwide challengesthe creatiorof effectiveStatewide youthboards
andeffectiveservicedor rurallocations.

February 2019
DHS attendedhe Solutiondor Individual HomelessAdultsin SanDiego, CA, puton by
the NationalAlliance to EndHomelessnesdNAEH).

April 2019

DHS patrticipatedn the WestCoastConvening(WCC), a serie®f day-and-aalf-
sessiongnvolving governmenandprogramstaff from the state®f Oregon,
WashingtonandCalifornia.In addition,memberof the MulthomahCountyHomeless
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Youth Continuum,of which there are alsparticipantson Oregon’sHomelessyouth
Advisory Council(HYAC), were inattendanceWestCoastConveningn Portland
includedpresentationsn:

» Meaningful,Inclusive HiringandProgramDevelopment

» Trans,Two-spirit,andGendemMon-ConformingHealthPanel

» Powerfullnk: How TattoosandBrandingShape the Worldf HumanTrafficking

» Exploringthe Homeles¥ outh Handbook

» Qutsideof the Frame WorkshoPpresentation

* WCCLightning ResearciTalks

July 2019

DHS attendedhe NationalSymposiunon Solutionsto EndYouth Homelessness
New York City. This conveningfeatured200speakerspaneldiscussionsin-depth
trainingsandworkshopsperformancesandnetworkingopportunities.

DHS continuedo manage the OregdArogramsservingRunawayandHomelessy outh
electronic Listsento advertise futurérainings,fundingopportunitiesandother
informationpertinentto this population.Some trainingppportunitieghatwere attended
by Listservmembersaandsharednthe Listserv.

* Monthly - A Way Home America State-by-State P&&ullective

» Bi-Monthly — Workforce Roundtable

* Bi-Monthly — Homelessyouth OversightCommittee (MulthomalCounty)
* Quarterly— HealthyTransitionsStatewideSteeringCommittee

B. Service Updates

With the RHY budgetremainingatits currentfundinglevel for 2019-2021the HYAC
recommendethatDHS continue tocontractwith the providerscurrentlyserving
RunawayandHomelessyouth underthe RunawayandHomelessyouth Act.

With the RHY programtransitionto Self Sufficiencyin SeptembeR018,anexecutive
decisionwasmade toamendandextendall contractsanotherl2 monthsfrom July 1,
2019throughJune30,2020.The following RunawayandHomelessServicescontinueto
be providedhrough25 contractswith 14 differentproviders:

» OvernightShelterServiceqservingunaccompaniechinors18 yearsold and

under)
* OvernightShelterServiceqservingyouthandyoungadultsupto age 21)
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* Dropin Day Facility andOutreachServiceqservingunaccompaniediinors18
yearsold andunder)
* JobDevelopment Mentoring

The followingmapshowswhere State fundeprogramsare locatedaswell aswhere
Federally-fundedocialServicesBlock Grant(SSBG)Basic CenterJransitional
Living, andStreetOutreachProgramsexistthroughouthe state.
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DHS hascontinuedts contractwith 211Info. This partnershigesultedn Professional
InformationandReferralSpecialistfrom 211InfodevelopingJaunching,and
maintaininga mobileappthatincludesresourcdists andGPS-enabledhapsfor shelter,
medicalcare,andfood for youthwho maybe homelessr in needof basicservices.
There arenow approximately2700contactdy appeachmonthanda newyouth
dashboardvascreatedn April 2019.Preliminaryresultsyieldedthatapproximately
37%of serviceneedinquiriesfrom April —June 2019from parties0-19,were for
housing.This 211InfoWorkbookDashboardvill continueto be utilizedto inform gaps.
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The Dashboardanbe accesseldere:211InfoWorkbookDashboard

To bothenhancelatacollection,andminimize reportingduplicationfor providers DHS
Is exploringutilizing the Homeles$lanagemeninformationSystem(HMIS) for data
reporting.HMIS is alocalinformationtechnologysystemusedto collectclient-level
data andlata orthe provisionof housingandservicedo homelessndividualsand
familiesandpersonsatrisk of homelessnes#ny recipientof FederaHUD homeless
dollarsis requiredto reportin HMIS, andover90%of the currenRHY granteesre
alreadyutilizing HMIS. In April 2019,DHS metwith the PortlandHousingBureauwho
administersmplementatiorof the HMIS systenfor Oregon.Ongoingconversatiorhas
occurredwith RHY serviceprovidersthe Homelessyouth Advisory Council,andDHS
Office of Reporting ResearchAnalytics,andimplementatiofORRAI). Much of the
feedbackhasbeenpositive,with a potentialgo-live datein July 2020.

In 2018,DHS led the 100-DayChallenge fotMarion County,a HUD-sponsored
initiative, asoneof four nationwidelocationsto receivetechnicalassistance designéal
stimulateintense collaborationnnovation,andexecutionall in pursuitof a wildly
ambitious100-daygoal. Thoughthis short-termprojectwascompletedn early2018,
there havdeenlonger-termbenefitsof thisinitiative overthe pastear:

» In SeptembeR018,asa resultof fundingraisedfrom the 100-DayChallenge
initiative, Marion County’sfirst youthshelterin almosta decadevasopenedo
serve unaccompaniedinors.

» Due tothe creatiorandstrengtheningf partnerships®etweerlocal government,
privateprovidersnon-profits,andlived-experience youtbverthe 100-Day
timeline, The Mid-ValleyCouncilof Government¢COG)via the Homeless
Initiative have agreetb continue withthe structure othe initiativedue tothe
successeandoutcomesThe firstmeetingwasheldin April 2019andfurther
implementations tentativelyslatedto beginin SeptembeR019.

* In Decembef018,the OregorDepartmenbf Educationreceiveda year-long
ScalingUp SecondHome Initiative (SUSHIgrantto increase awarenes$the
needfor hosthomesandwork with local communitiesandschoolsto addhost
home programm theirarea A key componento receivingthegrantwasa
commitmentto utilize the structure anwleasfrom the successeas the 100-Day
Challenge initiative.

The Homeles¥ outh Advisory Council’s Strategic Plamecommendsleterminingbest
practice tocreatenosthomesandto allow people willingto takein ahomelesyouthon
a temporarnypasiswhile ensuringyouthsafety.As mentionedjn Decembe2018DHS
partneredvith the OregorDepartmenbf Educationandwasone ofsix statego receive
a first-of-its-kindpartnershigrantfrom EducationLeadsHome -the only national
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campaign focused exclusively on addressing the needs of the 1.3 million homeless
students enrolled in America’s public schools. The grant is focused on scalingup
hosthomesfor unaccompanietilomelesgouth by utilizing theprogramSecondHome’s
experience witltreatinglandlordagreementbetweerhostprovidersandyouth. The
goalsof the projectwere toshowcase amcrease irhigh schoolgraduatiorratesfor
studentexperiencindgiomelessnesgngage teams six Oregonhubsto understand
uniqueneedspreseninformationin communityforums,createuniformdata collection
for McKinney-Ventoliaisons,increase collaboratiomndleveragingof newfundingand
partnershipsThis projectis continuingthroughouthe resiof 2019andinto 2020.

C. Homeless Youth Advisory Council (HYAC)

The Homeles¥ outh Advisory Councilis chargedwith advisingDHS regardingpolicies
andprocedureshataddresstatewideplanningfor deliveryof servicego Runawayand
Homelessy outh andtheir families.Whenthe progranformally transitionedrom Child
Welfare intoSelf-Sufficiency there wasanopportunityto shape andocusthe HYAC,
including:

* Requestin@ co-chairfor HYAC meetingdor the purpose oftrue public/private
partnership

* Move fromquarterlymeetinggo bi-monthly (6x/year)to encourage forward
motionandengagement

» RedefiningandreframingHYAC participationexpectationgnddefinitions

* ReassessingYAC membersandfill gaps

Since the lasteport,the HYAC hasmet4 times- January2019,March2019,May 2019,
andAugust2019.

DHS andthe HYAC updatedseveraldocumentso more formalize the role ahe RHY
program,including:

» Homelessrouth Advisory CouncilCharter

» HYAC Strategic ActiorPlanto Build Statewide Service System
* RHY ProgramRoles& Responsibilities

* RHY ProjectPlan

The HYAC alsodesiredo hold a SystenPlanninglnitiative eventin 2020thatfocuses

on RHY andhow youth-specificservicessan,andshould,beimplementedn alocal and
statewide capacitylanningbeganin April 2019.
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HYAC Meetingsarescheduledo continuethroughouthe remaindeof 2019andall of
2020.Currentmembershipf the HYAC is asfollows:

Agency / Representation

Member Name

OregonDepartmenbdf Education- McKinney-Vento | DonaBolt
Homeles<EducationProgran
OregonAlliance for Children’sProgram RoyceBowlin

OregonDepartmenbf HumanServices
CommerciallySexuallyExploitedChildrer

JamieBroadbent

OregonHousingandCommunityService Chelsedunct
OregonDepartmenbf HumanServices- Self Belit Burke
Sufficiency

HomePlateYouth — ExecutiveDirectol BridgetCalfee

Portland/MultnomalCounty- Homelessyouth
Continuun

Caitlin Campbell

HigherEducationCoordinatingCommission
CommunityCollegesandWorkforceDevelopmer

JenniferDenning

Maslow Project— ExecutiveDirectol Mary Ferrel
Heartswith a Mission- ExecutiveDirectol Kevin Lamsot
OregonHealthAuthority — Child & Family Behavioral | JeanLasater

Healtt

BeavertorSchoolDistrict — McKinney-Vento
HomelessEducationLiaisor

LisaMentasana

OregonDepartmenbf HumanServices- Self
Sufficiency

AnnettePalmer

OregonYouth Authority

ChristinPicke

EcumenicaMinistries of OregonSecondHome
Initiative - Directol

JenniferPratt

Mid-Willamette Valley CommunityAction Agency

Tricia Ratliff

OregonDepartmenbf HumanServices- Self
Sufficiency

Matt Rasmusse(Co-Chair)

OregonDepartmenbdf Education- Youth
Developmentounci

CordBueker

BoysandGirls Aid/OregonAlliance for Children’s
Program

VeraStoulil (Co-Chair)

HYAC Meeting Agenda Highlights:
January2019

» Kickoff andvisioningwith DHS Director FariborzPaksereshdndSSPManageBelit Burke
* Renewinghecommitmento thework anddeterminingwhereopportunitiesor actionlie

» Creationandapprovalof HYAC Charter
* Prioritizing StrategicPlan
* YouthBoarddiscussion

March2019
* New HYAC membeiintroductions
* DHSRolesandResponsibilities
« HYAC MembershipgChartereview
» StrategicPlanreviewandprioritization
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* OregonAlliance of Children’sProgramdinancial ask
* ProgrammatidtJpdates

May 2019

* Review of OACP LegislativeAdvocacy& BudgetRequest
SNAP Training& Employmentinformationsession
RHY ProjectPlanOverview
StrategidPlanreview & prioritization
StatewideEventplanningreportout

August2019:
* RHY Conferencdeventplanning

D. Partnerships

DHS wasonce agairaskedo partnerwith the RuralOregonContinuumof Care
(ROCC)to completeandsupporttheir Youth HomelesdDemonstratiorProject(YHDP).
The YHDPwill award$75million for a two-yeargrantto supportup to 25 communities,
atleasteightof which will be rural. Thisis the secondime DHShasbeena partneron
ROCC’sYHDP planningandthere ishope thathis yearOregonsee a successful
applicationasthe state hasiot beenawardedundingin pastopportunitiesPlanning
session®ccurredhroughout2019until the submissiom May. Announcementare
expectedo be made irSeptembeR019.DHS is alsoawareof two otherContinuumsof
Care (ClackamaandCentralOregon)who submittedapplications.

Overthepastfew years therehasbeenanincreasingemphasi®©n hosthomesbecoming
amore significanpartof the homelesgouth continuumon the nationallevel. Numerous
states WashingtonCalifornia,andMinnesotaamongothers- have robushosthome
networks.WashingtorandMinnesotahave staténvestmenin hosthomeswith the
formerhavinga well-designedeporton researclandrecommendation@ndthelatter
recentlycompletinga Requesfor Proposato implementa school-basebdosthome
programfor studentsexperiencingiomelessness at-riskof experiencinghomelessness
in rural and/ortribal areas.

Thoughthere aresome uniquénostprogrammingoperatingorganicallyin Oregon there
are barriersn creationandexpansiorof traditionalhosthomesaswell asalack of a
basicdefinition andminimumqualificationsfor servingyouthandyoungadultsin these
settings As a result DHS beganooking internallyatthe currenbarriersto traditional
hosthomesin Oregon.DHS hasbeenin ongoingdiscussiornwith the Office ofSafety,
OversightandQuality (SOQ),astheyadministerchild caringlicensedor Oregon
programswvho are engagingvith youth.In June 2019these conversatiorescalatedo
include consultationvith the Departmentf Justice (DOJ).
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In aneffort for Oregonto more appropriatelynderstandlefinehosthome base
standardeindensureconsistencyor local programsPHS andthe SOQengagedn
interviewswith nationaladvocatesRHY officesin otherstatesandhosthome providers
to receive feedbackndrecommendationg.his begann June anavill continue into
September019.

The RHY programcontinuego significantlyengage withirtwo child welfare programs.
Supervisedndependentiving (SIL) andQuality Case Managemeifdr TransitionAge
Youth (TAY) pilot. These programare designetb assistyoungadultswho leaveor age
out of fostercare.Without supportthese youn@dultswill continue tchavepoorfuture
outcomesandmanywill endup in the youthor adulthomelessystemsChapinHall’'s
Midwest Studyfoundthat30% of youthwho hadagedout of fostercarehad
experiencedtleastone episod®f homelessnedsy the time theywere 23.The Stateof
Washingtorfoundthatapproximatelyl in 4 youngpeopleexperiencdhomelessness
within 12 monthsof agingout of care. Collaborationbetweerthese DHSrogramss
imperativeto achievingbetteroutcomesin 2018and2019these ChildWelfare
Programsandthe RHY programcollaboratedn:

1. Supervisedndependentiving (SIL) Rule& Procedure Manualpdates
DefinedandcreatedSIL placementsapprovedo helpyoungadultsin DHS
custodybecome a self-sufficiersidult. Eachtype of SIL placements designed
to work with the Independeritiving Skill Building programto assistyoung
adultsin gainingandpracticingself-sufficiencyskills. In additionto the long
standinglL HousingSubsidyandChafeeHousingopportunitiesthe
TransitionalLiving ProgramandTransitionalLiving Program- Plus
opportunitiesvere create@ndrecentlyapprovedn the ChildWelfare State
Planandwill be implementedhis upcomingyear.Havingtheseformally
definedin the State Plawill assisty allowing Oregonto claimfederaldollars
to serve youthn these settingsomethinghatwasnot previouslyavailable.

2. Quality case managemefdr TransitionAge Youth(TAY) pilot
In June 2019RHY coordinatorsubmitteda generapositionpaperon SSP/CW
case managemeoollaboration This would shift towardsTAY-centeredcase
managementncludingincreasesn authentic TAY-engagemerthe
identificationof permanenadults,andself-sufficiencypreparednessswell as
a shiftawayfrom only safety/compliance-baseaseworkin July 2019,two
countiegLane & Washingtongxpressedhterestin developinghis further
andplanningsessiondegann August2019.

In July 2019,HUD announcedhe FosteiYouthto Independence initiativayhere Public
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HousingAgencie(PHA)

would partnerwith Child Welfare Agencieso requesHousingChoice Vouchersor
eligible transitionage youtrandformerfoster youthfor a periodof 36 months.Child
Welfare andRHY programcoordinator are currentigompletinga proposalvith
ClackamasCountyandinvolvedin discussionshree otheinterestectounties.

In January2019,MultnomahCounty’sYouth & Family Serviceivision announced
theywere goingo opena Requestor ProposalRFP)for their Youth Shelterin late
2019/early2020.DHS’ RunawayandHomelessrouth Programintendsto align with the
County'sinvestmeneandconnectDHS funding,asto enhance andupplementshe
effortsin MultnomahCountyto keepyouthsafelyhousedn emergenciedDHS has
continuouslyinvestedwith the county’syouth shelter forover5 years,sothis alignment
would ideally allow for greateiflexible service opportunitieandsupportfor youth.

DHS hasparticipatedon scoringcommitteedor grantsthatare intendedo serve
homelespopulationsThesehave included:

a. RuralOregonContinuumof Care projecscoring
b. Youth DevelopmentCouncilcommunityinvestmengrants

Additionalinformationmaybe provideduponrequest.

Belit Burke

Self SufficiencyProgramDesignManager
Office of Self SufficiencyPrograms
Departmenbf HumanServices
Belit.Burke@state.or.us

MatthewRasmussen

Runaway& HomelessYouth ProgramCoordinator
Office of Self SufficiencyPrograms
Departmenbf HumanServices
Matthew.Rasmussen@state.or.us
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