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With all their exertions 1t was late in the night before they draw
near to the trees. As they approached, they heard with transport,

the rippling of a shallow stream. No sooner did the refreshing sound
reach the ears of the horses, than the poor animels anuffed the alr,
rushed forwerd with ungovernable eagerness, and plunging their muszsles
into the water, drank until they seamed in danger of b\}rnﬂ&g; Thelr
riders had but little more disorotion, and reguired repeated draughts
to quenoh their excessive thirste Their weary march that day had been
forty~five miles, over a trask that might rival the deserts of Africa
for aridity., Indeed, the sufferings of the traveller on these imerican
deserts 1s frequently more severe than in the wastes of 'frica or sias,
from being less habituated and prepared to cope with them.

"On the banks of this blessed stream the travellers encsmped for
the nightj and so zreat had besen their fatigue, and so sound and sweet
was their sleep, that 1t was & late hour the next morning before they
awoke. They now recognissd the little river to be the Umatalla, the
same on the bmks of whioh Mr. Hunt and his followers hed errived after
thelr painful struggle through the Blue Mowntains, snd experienced swh
a kind relief in the friemdly osmp of the Seintogas.”

== Irving's Astoria

"Friday 81 -+ We had breakfasted and wore with everything across
the Walla Walla River by 9 Adis where bidding / probably s last 7 adieu
to cur friends, we scon after ascanded the Hills, and steered a SSE
course == the day was hot in the extrems, with just wind /751 / emough
to raise the sand on the Knobs suffioiently to produce an almost sufe

1R0.
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fooating effect == We travelled on without meking any thing like a

halt till sunsett, over Hills for the most p:rt of moderate height

whose composition was of Send and brittle slay in nearly equal pro=
portions, without the least appearance of having experienced any share

of the dews of heaven since the time of Noahs Flood., Townrd dusk the
Bavines beoame loss deep, /end the country gently undulating,/ but the
shallow draing still bent their way to the Columbiae Already had a fine
young dog {our only oampanion of the kind) givem up for went of water,

end Le Cleire to proserve respiration drank his own Urine, when despairing
ofﬂndingabm,?abepntomkof stopping for t.e night., GSearching
e little farther on, for an eligible situation we disoovered by the

faint remains of daylight, at a great distance ahead something like a
wood, in the vleinity of which we were confident of getting a supply

of that element we so muoh wanted.

"A pace of the speedy Kind took place of our oomumon one and at
& late hour we reached the Umattulla neer a Ripple, whieh the Horses
(I suppose) hearing, rushed forwerd to immediately, dirank immoderately
and went to the other side, where a Gravel Besach being the first
dry spot vear, we took up our quarber; on it for the night, having
come this day at least 45 miles.

“['Sy Saturday lot == August 1812 -~ In oonsequence of our
long » laboriocus ride yesterday the Sun had geined oonsiderable
strength, before any one seemed inclined to quit "'s rosky coush,
and it was nearly 8 oClock before we set outs The River i1s here ebout
60 yds wide, full of smell repids, but too shallow to afford an ssylwm
for [Tany of 7 the Finny iage == the Bottams are fram 3 to 600 paces
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broed, well covered with Cottonwood possess [ a aood_?ama Swanps
& Ponds in which reside a o=t multitude of Beaver.

"We continued up this stream 3 miles, when pursuing the same
course as yosterday over a level Plain we at the end of 20 more got'
on another Fork, wooded in the similer manner, bubt except in holes
totally destitute of wauter and encamped on the north side.

NOTE: "Trees fringing the Umatilla River's stretoh, whish, beginning
et present westerly boundary of city of Fendleton, extended approximstely
two miles downstresm and, because unsoreensd by high bluffs such as |
flanked the river elsewhere in this neighborhood, was observeble from
the northwerd. The netural avenue whioh Stuert was deseending would
lead him direct to the Umatilla's right bank at & spobt one and one=
balf miles below Pendleton's present westerly oity limits. Down this
avenue and to that seme spot ran an Indian treil from the Walla Walla
Rver, as elso did in subsequent years the Oregon Trailts spur from
Weliletpu.”

== Robert Stusrt's Jowrnal =- east bound Astorian
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"The next morming ushered in the new year (1812) !r. Hunt
was about to resume his meroh when his men requested permission teo
celebrate the days This was particulerly urged dy the Canadien
boyageurs, with whon newsyear's day is a favorite festiwnl, and who
never willingly give up a holiday, under any ciroumstanses. There
wins no resisting such en applicetiom; so the day wes pusscd in ree
pose and revelrys the poor Canadiens contrived to sing and dance in
defiance of ell theiy hardships, snd there was e sumptuous newwyear's
banguet of dog*s-meat and horse-flesh.

"After two days of welcome rest the travellers addressed themselves
once more to their painful journey. The Indians of the lodges pointed
out a distant gap through which they must pass m'mvorsing‘ the ridge
of mountainse They assured them thet they would be but litile incammoded
by anow, and in three days would arrive asmong the Soliatogss. Mr,., Hmt,
however, had been so frequently deceived by Indian accounts of routes
and distences, that he gave but little faith to this information.”

== Irving's Astoria

13l
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LADAK DORION
"On the 28th they ceme upon & small stresm winding to the
‘north. through & fine level walley, the mountains receding on each
sides Here their Indian friemds pointed out a ohain of woody mountains
to the left, running north and south, and covered with anow, over whioh
they would have to passe They kept along the walley for t-pnﬂbm.
milee on the 28th, suffering much from a continued fall of snow and
rain, end being twisce odbliged to ford the ioy streem. Early in the
following morning the squaw or Plerrs Derien, who hed hitherto kept
on without murmuring or finoching, wes suddenly teken in labor, and
enriched her husbend with anither ehild. Aa the fortitude amnd good
conduct of the poor women had gained for her the good will of the party,
her situation ceused concern and perplexitys PFlerre, however, treated
the matter as an occurrence that gould soon be arranged and need cause
no delaye IHe remainsd by his wife in the camp, with his other children
and his horse, and premissd soon to rejoin the main bedy, who preceeded
on their mareh.

"Finding thet the little river entered the mounteins, they
abandoned it, end turned off for e few miles among hills. Here another
Canndisn, nsmed La Bomte, gave out, and had to be helped on horsebaock.
4s the horse was too weak to bear both him and his paek, Mpr. Hunt took
the letter upon his own shouldsrs. 7Thus, with diffioculties augmenting
at every step, they urged their toilsome way among the hills, helf
famished and faint at heart, when they came to where s fair walley spread
out before them of great extent, and several leagues in width, with a

beautiful streem meandering through it. A gemial olimate seemed to

BR.
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prevail here, for though the snow lay upon all the mounteins within
sight, there w:s none to be seen in the walley. The travellers gased
with delight upon this serens, sunny landseape, but their joy was
osomplete on beholding six lodges of SBhoshonles ditched upon the borders
of the streem, with a number of horses and dogs about them. They all
pressed forward with eagerness end soon reashed the cemp. Here thelr
first attemtion wasto obtain provisions. A rifle, an old musket, &
tomahawk, a tin kettle, and a smell quantity of smmumition soon pros
curcd them four horses, three dogs, and some roots. “art of the live
stook was lsmediately killed, coaked with all expeditiem, and as prompily
devoured, 4 hearty meal reatored every cne to good spirits. In the
course of the following morning the Dorion femily made its reappearance.
Plerre ceme trudging in the advense, followed by his walued, though
skeleton steed, on which wae mounted his squaw with the new~borm infant
in her arms, and her boy of two years old wrapped in a blanket and
slung at her side. The mother loocked as unconcerned es if mothing had
happened to herj so casy is neture in her operations in the wilderness,
when free from the enfeebling refinements of luxury, and the tamperings
and applicences of art'

== Irving's Astoria
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BUINT RIVER ©:NYON

"25th (Auge, 1836) We continue cur ocourse up Brula or Burat
River 11 mlles to Foon our trail being along the sides of the iountain
and anly wide snough for & single mnimal te¢ pass, winding around and
along steep reciploes end smong the rocks which soarcely permits
the foot of men or beast to secure a fimm foot hold, while passing
along. In the afternoon wo made 1l miles more over hills that I
should have thought impossible to pase in V. Y..umding and de-
oending and winding around points of hill end rocks: « "

== From letter of tlliam H. Gray of Vhitman perty in

Harcus Whiiman, Crussder, by A,'. Be Hulbert

13¢.
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FARIVBLL BEND

“ "Ouge more, then, on the Zlst of December, they set out upon
their way=farinog with newly exoited spirtiss Two other Indians so~
compenied their guide, who led them immediately back to Sunske River,
which they followed down for a short dietanse, in seareh of some
Indian rafte made of reeds, on which they might orosss Finding nons,
lr. Hunt eaused a horse to be killed and a canoe to be made out of
its skin. Here, on the cpposite bank, they sew the thirteem non of
lirs Crooks' perty, who had sontinued up elong the river. they told
ire, Hunt, across the stream, that they had not seen ir. Crocks, and
the two men who had remsined with him, since the day that he hed
separated from them.

"The canoe proving too small, another horse wos killed, end the
skin of it joined to that of the firste Night came on before the little
bark had made more tham two voyages. Being badly made, it wus talken
apart and put together agnin, by the light of the fire. The night was
oold; the men were weary and disheartened with such veried and incessant
toll and hardship. They oroushed, dull and dreooping, around their fires;
many of them began to express a wish to remain where they were for the
winter. The very nesessity of orossing the river dimmayed some of them
in tieir present enfeebled and dejected state. It was rapld and turbulent,
and filled with floating ice, and they remembered that two of their
cumroades had alresdy parished in its waters. Others looksd forward
with mlsgivings to the long and dismal jJourney through lonescme regions
that awaited them, when they should have passed this dyeary flood,

135
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"\t an early hour of the . orming, Desember 23d, they began to
ocross the river, Yuch ice had f r-od during the nipght, and they were
obliged to bresk it for some distance on eash shore. At length they
8all got over in safety to the west side; and their spirits rose on
having schieved this perilous passage. Here they were rejoined by the
people of My, Crooks, who had with them a hore eand a dog, whioh thoy
had recently px;oouro&. The poor fellows wore in the most squalid and
empointed state. Three of them were so eompletely prostrated in strength
end apirits thet they expressed o wish t0 remain amnong the Snakes,

I're Hunt, therefore, gave them the canoce, that they might oross the
river, and a fw articles, with which to procure necessaries umtil they
~ should meet with lre. Crookss There was ancther man, named Michael
Carriere, who was almost equally reduced, but he determined to proceed
with his oanrades, who were now incerporated with the party of lir,.
Hunte After the day's exertions they encamped togethsr on the banks
of the river. This wre the last night they were to spend upon its
borders, More than eight hundred miles of hard travelling and many
weary days hed it cost them, and the sufferings cornected with 1t
rendered it hateful in their recembrence, so that the Canadien voyageurs
always spoke of it as "lLa maudite riviere enrsgoee™ == the acoursed
mad river, thus ¢oupling & melediction with its name.

"On the 24th of December, all things being arranged, Mr. Hunt
turned his back upon the disastrous banks of Snske River, and struck
his course westward for the mountains, His party, being augnented by
- the late followers of Mr. Crook, emounted now to thirtyetwo white men,

' three Indiens, and the squew and two children of Plerre Dorion. Five ‘
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Jaded, halfestarved horses were laden with their luggags, and, in
case of need, were to furnish them with provisions. They travelled
painfully about fourteen miles a day, over plains and among hills,
rendered dreary by occasionsl falls of snow and raine Their only

sustenanoe wass scanty meal of horse-flesh once in four-end twemty

hours.”

«= Irving's Astoria
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60, WY ..A AND SHAKE RIVER CROSSING |

“/740 7 Saturday 16the Procseding on dus South we struck the
bends of the River from time to time, till baving oome 15 Miles we
found a Creek 70 yards wide in mrything resembling the one passed
yesterday, where we found 10 lodges of Shoshenies [ or Suskes 7. These
people gliving us to understand that some whites were on the other side
of the River we eusamped in the neighbourhood of their huts, and dige
patohed an Indien in quest of the men we had heard of, supposing them
to be either those left by kr. Crooks in the winter or the iunters
who remained in the Hocky Mounteins last Fall.

"Opposite our present stetion & large River / Beiss 7 oames in
from the East, is well Timbered, cunteins mny Beaver, and is the most
renowned Fighing plece in this Coumtry. It is eonsequently the resort
of the majority of the 8nakes, where immenss numbers of Salmon are
taken, forming after the /“esculent 7 Moots, the principal article of
food which the natives of this Barrem Tract possess.

"28 miles below is another large Creek; and 16 still lower dowm
is Wisers Rlver, a Stresm 60 yards wide; well stoocked with small wood
. Beaver, in which it strikingly resembles the former [ il] COUrgee
Last night the musquitoes assailed us in innumerable hosts, and com=
pletely deprived our eyelids of their ususl functions, even after the
dew had fallen those infernal Pests 5till ocontdnued their music to

our no amall anmoyancee
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Prepared Ly Nyssa and Suals !lver Crossing -2 - '37'

"The Owyhee river -= from which the Owyhes project gets its
neme -- was named after the iawsiisn islends. Aceording to some
historicans, "Owyee' was the original name of the Sandwieh or iaweiien
islands. In 1819, Donald Eackensie outfitted -ires netives iro: the
Haweiien islands to trep the Owyhee river for beaver. Shoshone Indiens
nurde ed the trappers, since which time the river has besn named the
Owyhee.

"Ontario was originally ocalled "Ione™ but the neme was changed
to Ontario by a men who lald out the city rranl the Cenadien province
of Ontario. "

"!h_o nsming of 'Hy‘la. is linked with the romance of the old West.
According to legend, a beand of Mexican horsemen ranged far north of
their usual haunts and kidnspped an Indien girl nemed Nyssa or Nessa.
Her father appealed to the garrison at Fort Boise and e soldier was
dispatched to resocus her. He resoued the girls, but the kidnappers
pursued them and killed them both as they were prepering to oross the
Sneke river, where the town of Nysse now standse Some stories of this
eposide have a "lived happily ever after" erding, but the tragic ending
probadbly follows the faots more slosely, '

"Some say thaet Iy sa was named after the liysse tree, a spedies
which grows in the Southern United States, while other believe it was
nemed by the railrosd after the Greek oity of ancient history because
of its brevity."
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