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	Proposed Revision to Bridge Design Manual
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	BDM Section 3.14.4.2 Roadway Clearances

	
	


Problem Statement:
Portions of this section appears to be stating requirements, when it is actually re-stating roadway design requirements. Other portions are stating bridge specific standards, which conflict with other documentation. Subsection (1) currently seems to imply that the bridge should wider than the approach roadway, which is not the case in many locations, where roadside barrier is present both on and off the structure. Subsection (2) inaccurately and needlessly summarizes sidewalk widths on bridges. Subsection (3) dictates sidewalk clearances that differ from that shown in AASHTO and BR216.

Proposal:
Modify Section 3.14.4.4.2 (1) as follows:

(1)	Roadway Widths

Coordinate the roadway width with the Roadway Designer at the beginning of the Preliminary Design Phase. 

Consider ODOT Highway Design Manual shy distance requirements when determining shoulder widths on bridges. Bridge rail requires shy distance unless separated from the roadway shoulder by a raised sidewalk. 

The bridge and approach roadway width will be the same where a roadside barrier is present on both the bridge and approach roadway. When the approach roadway does not include roadside barrier, the bridge roadway width will be wider than the approach roadway by the required shy distance.

For estimating purposes prior to project initiation, assume the bridge roadway width will be 4 feet wider than the approach roadway, unless roadside barrier is present.

Remove Section 3.14.4.4.2 (2) Sidewalk and Bikeway wWidths

Modify or Remove Section 3.14.4.4.2 (3) as follows:

(3)	Height of Curbs and Sidewalks

Comply with AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications Section 13.
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