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PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this bulletin is to provide design criteria and guidance to be used any 
time ADA Curb Ramps are installed on or along the State Highways system.  In 
addition, this guidance is to be used for local jurisdiction projects that work on or along 
the State Highway System or that include Federal funds or non fund-exchange state 
funds. (See Special Instructions section for local agency guidance).  This technical 
bulletin includes the following guidance documents and exhibits: 
 

1. ADA Curb Ramp Design Check List- A check list to assist designers, providing 
information on design criteria and determining when a formal design exception is 
required for curb ramps. 

2. ADA Curb Ramp Design Exception Request- Fillable form to be used to justify 
design exception requests for curb ramps that do not meet design criteria. 

3. ADA Curb Ramp Design Exception Request User Guidance & Instructions- 
Document to assist designers in the populating the ADA Curb Ramp Design 
Exception Form.   

4. Exhibit “A” Curb Ramp Location and Numbering- Exhibit to assist designers in 
appropriately numbering ADA curb ramps in the design exception request. 

5. Exhibit “B” Curb Ramp Types with Design Slopes- Exhibit to assist designers in 
the identification of the multiple types of curb ramps and the design requirements 
of the different types curb ramps. 
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DEFINITIONS 
 
ADA- Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
Blended Transition-  A raised pedestrian street crossing, depressed corner, or similar 
connection between the pedestrian access route at the level of the sidewalk and the 
level of the pedestrian street crossing that has a grade of 5 percent or less. 
 
Cross Slope- The grade that is perpendicular to the direction of pedestrian travel. 
 
Curb Ramp- A ramp that cuts through or is built up to the curb.  Curb ramps can be 
perpendicular or parallel, or a combination of parallel and perpendicular ramps. 
 
Pedestrian Access Route-   A continuous and unobstructed path of travel provided for 
pedestrians with disabilities within or coinciding with a pedestrian circulation path. 
 
Running Slope. -  The grade that is parallel to the direction of pedestrian travel. 
 
 

BACKGROUND/REFERENCE 
 
Although the current ODOT design exception form lists ADA Standards as one of 
design elements that requires a design exception for not meeting current guidance, that 
current form does not have the detail that is needed in the justification of design 
exceptions for non-compliant curb ramps.  The new Curb Ramp Design Exception 
Request and additional curb ramp guidance documents will allow the Department to 
document, justify, and identify the location of those curb ramps that have been 
determined not to be able to comply with current ODOT standards . 
 
 
ACTION REQUIRED 
 
Designers are to use the ADA Curb Ramp Design Checklist to confirm that each curb 
ramp design meets applicable requirements and to identify whether specific features are 
not feasible, requiring justification through a design exception.  Designers are to use the 
ADA Curb Ramp Design Exception Request form for the justification and documentation 
of curb ramps that do not comply with ODOT design criteria for curb ramps. 
   
The ADA Curb Ramp Design Exception Request, the ADA Curb Ramp Design 
Exception Request User Guidance & Instructions; the ADA Curb Ramp Design Check 
List; the Exhibit “A”-Curb Ramp Location and Numbering guidance; and the Exhibit “B”- 
Curb Ramp Types with Design Slopes are attached with this Technical Bulletin to assist 
designers in providing either compliant curb ramps or providing appropriate justification 
when a compliant curb ramp cannot be provided. 
 



RD16-01(B) 
12/22/2016 
Page 3 of 3 

The fillable ADA Curb Ramp Design Exception Request and ADA Curb Ramp Design 
Check List are located on the web at: 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/ENGSERVICES/Pages/forms_home.aspx 
 
The ADA Curb Ramp Design Exception Request User Guidance & Instructions, Exhibit 
“A” Curb Ramp Location and Numbering, and Exhibit “B” Curb Ramp Types with Design 
Slopes are located on the web at: 
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/ENGSERVICES/Pages/design_exceptions.aspx 
 
 
 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
This technical bulletin guidance applies to all work on or along the State Highway 
System.  In addition, all local agencies (certified and non-certified) receiving project 
funds through ODOT (except fund-exchange state funds) shall use the ODOT ADA 
Curb Ramp Design Exception Request form and submit curb ramp design exceptions to 
ODOT for approval through their ODOT Local Agency Liaison.  Certified agencies are to 
use this form and process until ODOT/FHWA have reviewed and approved the certified 
agency’s written curb ramp design exception and inspection processes.  In addition to 
ODOT approval, curb ramp design exceptions on any Focused Federal Oversight (FFO) 
project must also obtain Federal Highway Administration approval. 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Title:   ODOT ADA & Bike-Ped Engineer 
Branch/Section: Traffic-Roadway Section 
Phone:  503-986-3554 
Email:   Rodger.C.Gutierrez@odot.state.or.us 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. ADA Curb Ramp Design Check List 
2. ADA Curb Ramp Design Exception Request  
3. ADA Curb Ramp Design Exception Request User Guidance & Instructions 
4. Exhibit “A” Curb Ramp Location and Numbering 
5. Exhibit “B” Curb Ramp Types with Design Slopes 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/ENGSERVICES/Pages/forms_home.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/ENGSERVICES/Pages/design_exceptions.aspx
mailto:Rodger.C.Gutierrez@odot.state.or.us
http://transnet.odot.state.or.us/hwy/ada/Documents/ADA_CurbRamp_DesignChecklist.pdf
http://transnet.odot.state.or.us/hwy/ada/Documents/ADA_DESIGN_EXCEPTION_REQUEST_FORM_11-09-2016.pdf
http://transnet.odot.state.or.us/hwy/ada/Documents/ADA_DESIGN_EXCEPTION_REQUEST_FORM_INSTRUCTIONS.pdf
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