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PEL Questionnaire
This Questionnaire should be used in accordance with the ODOT Guide to Linking Planning and NEPA Using the ODOT PEL Questionnaire (2021). The term “PEL Study” is used herein to describe any transportation planning study or product (decision or analysis) intended to inform, or be incorporated by reference in, a NEPA environmental review process.
Background  
PEL Study Sponsor: 
The PEL Study Sponsor is the agency or entity seeking Federal approval of the PEL or receiving Federal funding for the work. 
For most transportation projects, the lead agency is either FHWA or FTA, with ODOT or a local governmental entity serving as joint lead agency.
PEL Study Team  
List all participants in the PEL Study, including agency representatives, consultants, etc. For large committees or groups, member lists can be referenced and attached. 
Name
Title
Affiliation
PEL Study Team
PEL Study Chronology
Other PEL Study Milestones:
Study Area /Existing Transportation Corridor
Other Planning Studies in the Vicinity  List recent, current, or near future planning studies or projects in the vicinity.
Focus on planning studies with a potential relationship to the PEL study and/or air quality, ITS, demand management, or economic studies in the vicinity. 
Study Title 
Date(s) 
Study Limits/Location 
Relationship to PEL Study
Other Planning Studies in Vicinity
Methodology  
PEL Process Used:
PEL Objectives: Describe the scope of the PEL study and the reason for doing it.
PEL Authorities Used:  This questionnaire is documenting [Check all that apply]:
[Check all that apply]:
[Check all that apply]:
23 U.S.C. 168(d) Conditions
N/A
Conditions of Adoption or Incorporation per 23 U.S.C. 168(d)
Summary and/or Evidence of Consistency
(1) The planning product was developed through a planning process conducted pursuant to applicable Federal law.
(2) The planning product was developed in consultation with appropriate Federal and State resource agencies and Indian tribes.         
(3) The planning process included broad multidisciplinary consideration of systems level or corridor-wide transportation needs and potential effects, including effects on the human and natural environment.
(4) The planning process included public notice that the planning products produced in the planning process may be adopted during a subsequent environmental review process in accordance with this section.
(5) During the environmental review process, the relevant agency has: (A) made the planning documents available for public review and comment by members of the general public and Federal, State, local, and tribal governments that may have an interest in the proposed project; (B) provided notice of the intention of the relevant agency to adopt or incorporate by reference the planning product; and (C) considered any resulting comments.
(6) There is no significant new information or new circumstance that has a reasonable likelihood of affecting the continued validity or appropriateness of the planning product.
(7) The planning product has a rational basis and is based on reliable and reasonably current data and reasonable and scientifically acceptable methodologies.
(8) The planning product is documented in sufficient detail to support the decision or the results of the analysis and to meet requirements for use of the information in the environmental review process.
(9) The planning product is appropriate for adoption or incorporation by reference and use in the environmental review process for the project and is incorporated in accordance with, and is sufficient to meet the requirements of, the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and section 1502.21 of title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date of enactment of the FAST Act). 
(10) The planning product was approved within the 5-year period ending on the date on which the information is adopted or incorporated by reference.
NEPA Terminology/Language Used:
1
NEPA Term 
1
Definition in PEL Study 
1
How do you see this term being used in the NEPA document?
1
NEPA Terminology
Explain how the PEL information documented in this form should be presented in the NEPA document:
Explain how the PEL information documented in this form should be presented in the NEPA document:
This could be that the PEL study will be incorporated by reference or as an Appendix of a NEPA document or that various components of a PEL study will be documented or summarized within the various sections of a NEPA document. Should be consistent with authorities used above.
PEL Decision-Making Process –Key Steps and Coordination Points
Key Step or Coordination Point
Decision-Maker 
Participants
PEL Decision-Making Process
Agency and Public Coordination 
Provide a synopsis of coordination with federal, tribal, state and local environmental, regulatory and resource agencies. Describe their level of participation and how you coordinated with them.  
What transportation agencies (e.g. for adjacent jurisdictions) did you coordinate with or were involved in the PEL study? This includes all federal agencies if the study is being led by a local agency or transit oriented study seeking to utilize the FHWA PEL Process. 
What steps will need to be taken with each agency during NEPA scoping? 
Are there PEL Study products which can be used or provided to agencies or the public during the NEPA scoping process?
Provide a synopsis of coordination efforts with the public and stakeholders.  
What needs to be done during NEPA to make information from the PEL study available to the agencies and the public?
Purpose and Need 
What is the Purpose Statement, Problem Statement, or Purpose and Need statement for the PEL Study?
Do you intend to use the PEL Purpose and Need statement as a project-level Purpose and Need statement during the NEPA process? 
List the goals and objectives. 
The Goals and Objectives reflect key project objectives beyond a transportation-based Purpose and Need statement. This section is helpful for documenting local agency priorities and/or concerns.
Is the Purpose Statement, Problem Statement, or Purpose and Need statement consistent with the long-range transportation plan? 
Purpose and Need - Public, Stakeholders, and Agencies Involvement
Did the public, stakeholders, and agencies have an opportunity to comment during this process? Summarize involvement from public, stakeholders, and agencies.
Describe any unresolved items of concern with the public, stakeholders and/or agencies. 
Alternatives  
Alternatives Evaluation Criteria and Process
Describe the alternative evaluation criteria (including how the criteria were selected) and the evaluation process.
Was each Alternative evaluated consistently?
Alternatives Considered  
List all alternatives looked at in the PEL Study, including the No Action Alternative.
Alternative Title 
Brief Description 
(or Reference to Description in PEL Study)
Purpose and Need Elements Addressed by Alternative
Alternatives Considered
Alternatives Screened Out / Eliminated From Further Consideration 
List all alternatives eliminated from further consideration and that are not recommended to be brought forward in to the NEPA process. Briefly summarize the reasons for eliminating or not recommending the alternative(s).
Alternative(s) Eliminated 
Reason for Eliminating Alternative 
(or Reference to Explanation in PEL Study)
Alternatives Screened Out
Alternatives Recommended for NEPA Analysis  
List all alternatives recommended to be brought forward in to the NEPA process. Briefly summarize the reasons for recommending the alternative(s).
Alternative(s) Recommended for NEPA
Reason for Recommending Alternative
(or Reference to Explanation in PEL Study)
Alternatives Recommended for NEPA
Alternatives Evaluation - Public, Stakeholders, and Agencies Involvement
Did the public, stakeholders, and agencies have an opportunity to comment during this process? Summarize involvement from public, stakeholders, and agencies.  
Planning Assumptions and Analytical Methods 
Are the planning assumptions consistent with the long-range transportation plan?  
Describe the future year policy and/or data assumptions used in the transportation planning process related to: 
List pieces of the PEL that can transfer directly to the NEPA phase of a project:
Resources 
Resources Reviewed in the PEL Study
For each resource or group of resources reviewed, provide the following information: 
Resource Present in the Area:
Describe issues related to this resource that need to be considered during NEPA, including potential resource impacts and potential mitigation requirements (if known): 
Resources Not Reviewed in the PEL Study List known resources that were not reviewed in the PEL study and briefly describe why. Indicate whether or not they will need to be reviewed in NEPA and briefly explain why.
Resource Not Reviewed 
Why Not 
Need to Review in NEPA? Y/N
Explain Why or Why Not 
Resources Not Reviewed in PEL
Miscellaneous
Were cumulative impacts considered in the PEL study?  
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