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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cece gave a brief overview of the Discretionary Grant Delivery options. 

Cece shared that their hope is that before a local agency applies for a federal grant, the local agency and ODOT will have a conversation about who should be delivering the project. When a local agency applies for a federal discretionary grant, they are the entity awarded the grant, not ODOT. In the direct recipient scenario, the local agency can request consultative services from ODOT, but those services are very limited. ODOT does not review or finalize project documents and has no input on contract administration.



FHWA Discretionary 
Grants – ODOT Guidance

• Analyze project delivery options
• Determine project roles and 

responsibilities
• Develop consultative services 

project agreements, if necessary
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Environmental Compliance 
for Direct Recipients of FHWA Funding
• FHWA (not ODOT) is responsible for oversight of recipient’s compliance with federal 

environmental requirements

• ODOT’s standard environmental review processes and documentation only apply when ODOT is 
responsible for oversight

• Direct recipient projects cannot use the PCE Agreement or have ODOT staff/liaisons apply the 
Federal-aid Highway Program-Endangered Species Act or National Historic Preservation Act 
Section 106 Programmatic Agreements

• ODOT’s environmental consultative services are limited to advice and non-binding 
recommendations to help the LPA understand general compliance requirements or pathways 

o ODOT staff cannot develop or approve environmental deliverables 

o ODOT liaisons cannot coordinate with tribes or regulatory agencies
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Following Cece’s overview of the three types of Discretionary Grant Delivery Options, Melanie also shared that when a local agency takes a discretionary grant as a direct recipient, FHWA (not ODOT) is responsible for oversight of federal environmental compliance, including NEPA and the umbrella laws. ODOT can only offer limited, non-binding consultative services in this scenario. Staff cannot develop or approve environmental deliverables, and liaisons cannot coordinate with tribes or regulatory agencies. (Please refer to HANDOUT #8 for a full breakdown by delivery type.) 

Direct recipient projects don't use ODOT's environmental forms/templates, can't use the PCE agreement, and can't be covered under ODOT's ESA, Section 106, or NHPA programmatic agreements. Direct recipients work directly with FHWA Oregon Division on environmental compliance, with minimal ODOT involvement. Melanie noted this is a shift from past practice, where ODOT staff often supported direct recipient projects under an IGA.  Funding structures for discretionary grants have changed significantly in recent years, and ODOT's guidance is still catching up. She flagged this so agencies can make informed decisions both when applying for these grants and when deciding how projects will be delivered.



Questions?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The group had no further questions for Cece and Melanie.
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